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CHAPTER I. 



The high emprise. 



That badeiiitn ftntfa to- knigfathoiid-s -fearless e^res, 
Seem'd desperate hi the daj« of ClMirlerangBe ; 
But, in our times, nor glory, love, aorf^io. 
Would Touthfui kni^^t allure to seek such perilous prize. 

Obeeon. 

XHE impatience of GaAano to begin 
his voyage was Moh, that he resolved to 
depart the instatft the bark was in readi- 
ness; and amidst the regrets and good 
wishes of his friends, left Sciaeca during 
the nig^t which succeeded the festival. 
VOL. Ki. E 
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Don Giacomo ha4 provided him with a 
^swiiV^sailing vessel, and every thing which 
could, in anj probability, contribute to 
the success of his expedition. Federico 
and don Paulo accompanied him to the 
beach, and. ^he forn^er deeply regretted 
that he wa^ not permitted to partake in 
the enterprise. 

On the second day after the departure 
of Fignatelli^ another dispatch arrived 
from Trapani, and by his desire it waft 
opened by Federico. It brought the in- 
formation that the cavalier Landolini was 
recovering fix>m his illness, and hoped 
immediately to obtain leave to seek his 
young friend in Sciacca, and deliberate 
with him on some further steps for the 
recovery of his lost daughter, or at least 
to endeavour to ascertain her fate. 

In Uie mean time, with a favourable 
wind, and buoyant hopes of success^ 
Gaetano pursued his course to Tunis^ 
which he reached in safety, after a remark* 
ably short and easy voyage. The iisul^ 
douceur to the officers of th^ port . in« 
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duced them to connive at the arrival of a 
imall vessel, the master of which gave out 
that he came on some commemal busi- 
ness with a Jewish mercliant. who traded 
largely with many European ports. 

Under this pretext, Gaetano was hos- 
pitably received by Ben Musa the Jew, 
who was a confidential agent of several 
European governments, and particulariy 
indebted to PertJlo. Pignat^ made 
known to his host, without delay, the 
object of his voyage — to search fivj ipd 
redeem at any expence, a young 1 
who had been carried off from the. c 
of Sidly. The Jew undertook 
every inquiry, and to use his : 
strenuous endeavours to accompliah | 
object he desired; which his extc 
connexions, general interest, and acqtii 
ance, would enable him to do. If j 
lady was in Tunis, be assured Vigi 
be should be iafonned of it ; but s 
■me time said, that if. she bad t 
mdy cUfposed of to any uf ttie [ 
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iTttnisians, all hopes a£ i^deeming lier 
jMnoidd be vain. It would, he added, take 
a iday or two to make the necessary in- 
tjOiries, and in the interim he begged his 
guest would excite no curiosity or suspi- 
eioo, by his personal interference or ques- 
Jbioiis, but conduct himself on all occa- 
Jftiofifrin a manner suitable with his assumed 
ckacaeter of a mercantile agent. The 
i^haracter was rather a novel one to him, 
fact .i^gnatelli promised to do his best to 

. . J3urin^ his voyage, and until be had 
iaken ihese first steps to forward the point 
ia new, Gaetano had been too mudi occu* 
fied in .considering every probable event 
9rliich might occur, and preparing himself 
lor ft; but he had now put the affair into 
the best train he could, and began to turn 
his attention to the novelties of the ^tu- 
ation in which he was placed. His host 
was hospitable and kind, and seemed to 
enter warmly into his wishes ; th^re wf» 
howevar an air of eaution about Hxa^ ae« 
quired from the precaviou^ state in wliicfa 
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waa kept by the circumstances of the^ 
mtry : his &inily consisted of his Vf'iie,^ 
I daughters^ and a son. Even fromt 
m, he desired that Gaetano^s real rank,.. 
I the occasion of his voyage, might be 
loealed ; and they regarded him at first 
h little interest, considering him merely 
a mercantile person, similar to many 
ers who were daily in habits of inter- 
rse with Musa: but all tjie care of 
rpatelli could not repress his natural^ 
nners ; his admiration of the fair Ra^ 
I and her sister shewed itself in num-~ 
less attentions, which soon excited their 
Oder, and the alarm of their fiither : 
jr wm« dismissed to their rooms, and 
Jew cautioned Pignatelli to be more 
sfiil in concealing his politeness : he 
Raised obedience^ -^^ and his host went 
en the business with which he was 
imissioned^ when a new dilemma oe- 
red. Three or four merchants came in, 
> bad heard of the arrival of some 
nger at the house of Musa : his son,. 



6 THE FEUDS OF 

Vfho had been desired to remain with tite 
guest, received them, but their object was 
to hear the news from abroad, and Pig- 
natelli was inundated with questions a^ to 
the rate of exchange in Genoa, Pisa, and 
Venice. He was aghast at being ques^ 
tioned on a subject so remote from his 
knowledge, stammered, hesitated, and 
was unable to utter a word. 

** A prudent discreet young man," db^ 
served one of the visitors ; ** he has been 
ordered by his employers to give no in- 
formation; something worth knowing 
must be in agitation/* 

They then varied their mode of attack^ 
and demanded the prices which varipoa 
articles of merchandize produced in dif- 
ferent ports. Gaetano thought here he 
might venture on a guess to answer them ; 
but unfortunately his statements were 
such as called forth the utmost astonish- 
ment ; and again he found he was wrong. 
** Barilla risen so, within these six 
weeks!" exclaimed one of them ; ** it will 
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enrich my cousin Benjamin prodigiously r 
follow me, young- man, to his house, and 
you shall be well rewaided.*^ 

^ I should be most hapj^,*^ replied 
Gaetano, '* to be the messenger of such 
good tidings ; but my statement was only 
fWmi report, and may be incorrect; at all 
eventfl^ I cannot leave the house until my 
friend returns." 

* And saltpetre?^ asked another; 
** how is saltpetre in the European mar« 
kets?* 

Fortunately Musa unexpectedly re- 
turned, before Pignatelli had agdn in- 
volved himself, and his host finding he 
was under some confusion, requested him 
to retire into ' another room, to inspect 
some accounts he had prepared for him. 
Gladly he accepted this excuse to escape^ 
and left the Jew to discuss with his 
farethren the extraordinary intelligence 
brought by the young agent, whom Musa 
again cautioned, when he had dismissed 
these unwelcome visitants, to avcnd, as much 
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aa pMsible^ &itenng into any oanv^rsation 
vrhieh. nought betmjr him. 

** It was entkely involuntary on roy 
pnet^ I assiue >roi^'' said Gaetano ; *^ I 
Mras eqiaalif imaible eilrkev to escape £nom 
tbcr^^uesticBH^.on to answer them." 

The JJew^waahiMveyer sa. disturbed at 
theride» 9£tb(9<ce^ersat)Mh which might 
be excited by the wondeiful account 
whidi' had ha^ given^ and whichr no en- 
d£^¥aui» OH' bis part could induce hi» 
brethren either to conceal or to* disbelieve^* 
^ tbftt h^idotera^inad not tor expose Gaetano 
ta siuih diffifiultiefr in futiice^, buEt ta res ^ 
iDiain wtlv him as ornchas po^^ble^, ancb' 
tc^pr^ffint any- one £roaii peeing hiin, during^- 
the^ twe that th^ affair vequived his owu^ . 
ahseeHce: from home. 

When.r the: family again a^semUed^.Pig* : ) 
natelli: endeavoureu to renaieiiiber his 1m«< . \ 
sdD^fWdiaksquitted hitnsel^.as he tbougfa||t« | 
Avitb?tlie moot becoming radeness andi(rin*f f^: 
dtifiHmiioei.biit'K;0idd' scarcely restiwn ike^i^ 
ivandcraiulc amusement he deriyod: fbooK ;i 
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the maimers and cnstoms of Ms new ac- 
quaintance. The dreases ni tibe femalet 
oonasted of the ridiest Yelveti^ capered 
with heavy gcid embroiday ; tbey were 
at once magpifioent and elegant : in their 
ears they wore (as is common with the 
African Jewesses) earrings of enormous 
sise^ eight and ten indies in drcum- 
ference;, and so weighty, from the jewek 
attacdied to diem, that they are obliged to 
be supported by fastening them to the 
bead-dresses, as well as to the eare, in 
which large holes are made for them, and 
kept open by wearing in th^n date-stones. 
The ladies still seemed to remember the 
fint civilities they had received, and were 
cnly restrained by the presence of their 
&ther from demonstrating tlie satisfaction 
\tkef bad afforded. 
^So {Nrevent as much as possible any 
MKiaation which might betray his guest, 
IBm M usa endeavoured to keep as far as 
Ae from such topics as had already 
his ignorance, and inquired into 
public affairs of Europe. 

B3 
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Pignatelli was at first as guarded as 
couid be wished; but after a while be* 
coining more forgetful, he launched into 
ardent and enthusiastic approbation of the 
itiasterly mancBuvres of the Imperial ge- 
nerals ; and with all the ardour of a young 
soldier, descanted on the military trans- 
actions which had lately occurred. For 
some time his host endeavoured to restrain 
him by signs and gestures, but these were 
all unheeded ; and after suffering the tor- 
rent to continue for some time, and find- 
ing that the observation of all the party 
was excited, he bluntly said, the subject 
tired him. 

Gaetano, now aware of what he had 
done, instantly desisted; but the wonder 
of the family was increased, and all were 
convinced that the stranger was not what 
he wished to be thought : this produced 
farther remonstrances frop^ the Jew, and 
aciditional promises from Gaetano of being 
mpre guarded in future. 

On the day following, Musa yielded to 
the wishes of his guest, and conducted 
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ban through Ae fgiaCmi jarat ^ "Tie 
dty, in which tboe wk 5gw ^ ^Kme^ h ^mr^ 
thy notiee. It is lilwrtfi! 'W. Hk w wj b k^ t 
nde of a hn^ kmdkdkai %»«; «*39Caer 
lAe, in whidi me» :& l^Aj «mran»*er 
forming the boldat fefcj g* yt ^tat tf^ax:- 
on this stood tiie [iiiiiiLrfirf %s2ffiEQr< 'TiT 
ancient Carths^, ererr ^^ftita^ <Qff ^iridiefir 
time has noir swept »rar^ ^mH ihe ^^ 

progenitor, no longer to be tvatsed, hnrr 
bjr a few s oBla t i manef ofenfistii^gcn^^ 
aUe ruin. The p i imafMl nw y j e and tf.<* 
palace of the her are the onlr haSS^r^^ 
of eonseqoenee in the modem town ; and 
eioept these; the noreltT oTthe scene W3& its 
only attraction; the e u ri oMty of Gaetaco 
was soon satisBed^ mni they were return- 
ing ta the residence of Ben )fnsa, when a 
Tunirian, aqiperently of some rank, ac- 
costed them. '^ 

^ Your young friend, Musa," he said, 
^ haa» I hear, brought intelligence of Ben- 
jamin's good fortune.* 
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** Some of our merchants lutve chosen 
to raise such a report^'' said Musa. 

" And is it not true?" asked the Tuni- 
sian» looking at Gaetanoi in whose air be 
observed something so much above the 
usual rank of Musa's associates, that he 
fixed, his eyes upon liim with uncommon 
earnestness. 

The Jew observed it» and anxiously 
wished .to escape; but fearful of betraying 
Ins,, uneasiness^ only quickened bi& pace^ 
and talked loudly, and with great rapidity, 
of the commoii affairs of the city. 

At. length they siu^ceeded in gettuig 
quit of their companion; and Musa, no 
longer able to endure this constant alarm, 
implored PignatelU to withdraw from the 
city, to a country-house he possessed at 
Manuba, about. four miles from Tunis: 
thither he. promised to convey to him any 
intelligence he could c*ollect respecting the 
object of his inission, an^"* assured, him, 
that from the inquiries he had ah*eady set 
on foot, he should be enabled to inform 
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mill w all tbc cMftiwcB imo Bad boeu 
Iwoaglit to Tunis anoe Ibe tine of Mar- 

guerhai's dBsappeaianoei 

Pigntdli, wiliiiig^ to gntify las host^ 
conamted to the ^aii» and in oompany 
witiiyoui^Mttaa^ departed in a &w hours 
fbrManufaa^ The boose was atnated in a 
sroaU plain, embosomed in graves and 
gardens, nearly adjmning the ancient 
aquedoet which supplied Carthage with 
water. <»d in die iininediidB vicinity of 
seversd eountry-houses of the principal 
Tunisians. 

They arrived in the eTening, and at an 
eaiiy hour separated for the night The 
room in whidi GUietano was phM^ com- 
municated with a terraee in the garden by 
a flight of steps from his window. Tiie 
evening was fine and clear; he had left 
Ills companion fSar the sake of being re- 
lieved ftom the restraint of his presence, 
rather than ftom iatigue, and felt little 
disposition to go to rest; lie therefore 
opened his window, and descended to the 
terrace below. The dew^ which was Ixs 
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ginning to fall, refresbed the plants around 
Iiim, and they sent forth on e^eiy aide 
the most delicious perfume. The moon*- 
light glimmered through the widks^ of 
orange and dtron trees, and tempted him- 
to wander through their shadowy aitsades^^;. 
lie was meditating on hiis friends in Si»»* 
cily, on Landolini,^ on Fed^co, and on 
Cbstanza di Solanto, when a distant sounds 
of music aroused him, and the notes df a. 
well-known Sicilian air floated on. the 
gentle breeze of evening, l^easure and 
astonishment fixed him for a few moments^ 
to the spot. Who could the musician be 
who had awakened these notes^ so sin»- 
gularly adapted to catch his^ attention ? 
Young Musa was ^orant of every thing, 
connected with him, and had betrayed no 
taste which could induce him to suppose 
that the sounds proceeded ik)m him. At 
all events he was resolved, if possible, to> 
ascertain from whence they came,, and 
advanced with rapidity down a path which 
d in the direction from which he seemed 
> hear them; his progress was arretted. 
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by arriving at the foot of the aqueduct, 
Ae wait of which was the boundary of 
the garden in that direction ; the music 
had eeaaed, and he waited to^ hear it re- 
sumed ; but he waited in vain, and, con-^ 
siderabijr disappointed, he returned to- 
wards his apartment; he had hardly 
reached the terrace, when another air, fa- 
miliar to his- ears, was^ breathed' irom » 
Sicilian pipe. Once more he tried to fol- 
low the direction from whence it pro- 
ceeded, till he was stopped by a lofly 
hedge of myrtle and mastic bushes ; the 
sounds now seemed at no great distance ; 
the musician paused for an instant, and 
was beginning again,, when Gaetano com- 
menced singing the words to the air he 
had just heard;. the sounds then ceased 
altogether, and when he had concluded, 
he listened in eager hope of a; reply. A 
slight rustling was heard amongst the 
bushes^ and a voice on the other side de- 
manded, what unfortunate fellow-captive 
was so near P*' 
*• No captive/* ref^ed Gaetano, ** but 
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one who possesses the inclhiaticm^ and' 
perhaps the means of rescuing tiie unfor- 
tunate." 

" Where are you ?'' inquired the stran-^ 
ger. 
. ^' In the gardens of Ben Musa the 

Jew." 

** It is too late for metobeahsent muchv 
longer,** said the voice again ; " can you 
meet me an hour earlier to-morrow, even-^ 
ing by the wall of the aqueduct ?" 

" Certainly," replied Pignatelli ; . *' who ^ 
and what are you ?" 

*^ A Sicilian by birth, and a slave by 
fortune ; but be silent, some one is ap- 
proaching; and do not disappoint me to- 
morrow.'* 

The speaker'then b^an loudly to sound 
his pipe, and was soon interrupted by 
another person,, with whom he entered 
into conversation ; and Pignatelli waiting 
till he heard th^ voices fade away in the 
distance,, returned to his chamber^ resolv- 
ing to see the unknown person tlie next 
^veni|lg^ aiid to^render bim^any aid in bis 
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power. His feelingSr were at the time 
more than commonly susceptible; the 
music, and the drcumstances under which 
he heard it, had excited in him a lively 
interest, and he ardently desired to rescue 
his countryman from captivity. 

On the following day, Ben Musa. came 
down to Idanuba, and informed Figna. 
telli, that he had received intelligence 
from several persons who were concerned 
in the disposal of captives, of all that had 
been brought to- Tunis within the time toe 
which his inquiries reached ;. one however 
seemed most pavtieularly^ to^ coraespond 
with the circumstances of the signora 
I>and<dinL A young giii bad been brought 
nearly about the time from some part of 
the Italian coast, and almost instantiy 
disposed q£, notwithstanding the ill health 
into which she was thrown by her cap* 
ture. She was now, it was stated, in the 
possession of one of the agas of the court, 
who had giveii a considerable sum for 
lien The name c^ this lady Musa could 
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riot learn, but he expected further intelli* 
gence upon the subject 

^ The person who has purchased her,'* 
he said, ** resides in a neighbouring pir- 
lace ; but if this is the lady you seek, 
signor, I fear all hopes of redeeming her 
will be in vain." 

•• Can no means be devised of convey- 
ing her away ?* 

•* Impossible,** said the Jew ; " the at- 
tempt would involve all concerned in it 
in certain ruin, and could not succeed.** 

Pignatelli had seen too much of the 
cautious character <)£ his host, to enter- 
tain an idea of persuading him to run any 
hazard in forwarding his wishes ; and he 
• resolved to conceal his designs, and trust 
to his own exertions, and any aid he could 
\, procure from other quarters. Pandolfina 
had given him an unlimited credit on the 
Jew, and desired him to spare no expence 
in bribes to any person to whom it was 
necessary ; he hoped therefore that if he 
could ascertain that Marguerita was in the 
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hands of the aga, he BUglrt; br themeflis 
fkced in his reiidi, grin over some of his 
domestics to assist in oai te y iii g her pri- 
Tately on boaid his barik, asid wraimg 
with her to Sicily. HeinqpnredtheDame 
of the aga» and having learned it, made 
DO further comment, but begged his a^ent 
to fcdlow np his mqoiiies with unabated 
seal, and to lose no means ctf obtaining 
infixmatiGn; whidi Mosa promised, and 
leaving Gaetano stiU with his son, returned 
in the evening to Tunis. 

After his departure, Fignaidli mked 
bis eompanion to accompany him round 
tfaegardens, and inquired occasionallj the 
names of the adjoiningproprieton^ anMHigst 
whom he learned was the aga Soljnman, 
whose domains joined upon that part of 
Ben Musa*s ground, in whiidi he had on 
the previous evening hdd the conversation 
•with the Sdlian stranger. 

Gaetano concealed his satisfaction, and^ 
as early as he could without suspicion, 
withdrew to his chamber, where he await-* 
ad the hour of his app(Hnted intesview. 
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and heard, with no little joy, the < 
mcaficement of the same strains which 
before attracted his attention; and 
tening instanUyr to the spot, be ft>unc 
stranger no less anxiously expecting 
coming. After exchanging a few w^ 
be told G^etano. that if every tiling 
secare on his side from interruption 
would find the means of joining him 1 
short time; and bdng assured that t 
was no danger of discovery, he soon n 
his way through the niins of tfae^ a 
duct into, the garden^ and desoendfi 
the place, where Fignatelli- awaited:] 
who found his new aequaintanoe a yo 
nan of prepossessing appearance, doi 
in the habit o£ a alave^ 

Gaetano infcurmed him. that he w 
Christian and fellow-countryman, ^ 
was a visitor for a short time with 
Musa the Jew, and proffered his ser 
in any way that might be of use. 

The young man expressed his gratil 
at so. fortunate an encountier, and 
lum that he! was a SicHiaaof respect 
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pireDtage» lAo had faeeB ciiAmwi Isr -ht^ 
Tunisiaiis in a Tojige ftooi 7a=i?r s 3iar3. 
and told as a slare to tbe ac;a. ^^iyoian. 77 
4Fboin he was empiofod m sis /smeu 
and having aoquiied the ar^mr :;f 11s »u 
perioTy he was penmtted :n zmcr- ^acaer 
more liberty than his rei]o^-^!ustr7z*iL md 
lived with the principal oran^fi^ .r* bu 
master^s landa» who fireqnf^r^nj ^^rmzzaii 
him to ramble in tiie gardens till a Jim 
hour in the evening, when he vasurj^i 
himself with the music of Lcf nanve lorid ; 
for no great sum he thoiz^^ be xi^t 
obtain bis liberty, and upon his arrival in 
Sicily, his friends woidd thanktally repay 
the kindness which had set him free. 

Gaetano inquired if the aga had other 
Sicilian slaves. 

Ludovico, which was the name of the 
young man, said he believed not, but he 
knew little of the interior of the palace 
and its inhabitants ; he had however heanl 
from the wife of the man with whom he 
dwelt, and who was frequently employed 
in the harem^ of some younj^ ItuXvkW 
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who had been brought to Manuba within 
a few months; that her appearance was 
peculiarly interesting, but she seemed 
sinking into an untimely grave from Bor- 
row. The aga, he added, was deeply 
enamoured of her beauty, and lamented 
her illness, which was, he understood, 
daily and rapidly increasing. 

** Would it be possible,'' asked Gaetano^ 
** by bribing this woman, to communicate 
to the lady, that a friend, deeply interested 
in her welfare, was at hand, to redeem her 
either openly by purchase, or to venttlre 
his life to procure her escape ? Effect tliis,** 
he continued, ^ and I will answer without 
hesitation for your own deliverance* 

Ludovioo considered for a few moments, 
and then replied, that his own exertioni 
should be employed to the utmost, and 
that he believed old Cadige, the woman 
he had mentioned, was avaricious enough 
to be tempted to any thing by a liberal 
Ibride ; and the keys of the garden being 
in her husband's power, she might en- 
able them to effect their purpose* 
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On the following night, he promised to 
meet Gaetano again, and inform him of 
any intelligence he had been able to gain. 
Tbejr aoon after separated, and Pignatelli 
returned to his chamber. The next day- 
passed without any incident, Musa not 
coming down to Manuba ; but as our ad- 
venturer had, he hoped, placed the a£fair 
in a proper train, he felt less anxious about 
the measures to be taken by the Jew. 
He was not indeed positively certain that 
the lady in the harem of Solyman was 
3Iarguerita I^iandolini, but he had strong 
evid«M» of its being so ; the time at which 
she was brought toTuniscorrespondedwith 
that at which the daughter of his friend 
was carried off, and no other person had yet 
been heard of by Musa, who at all an- 
jweced the description. The more he re- 
fleeted on the subject, the more fully he 
was convinced he was right ; and that if 
4iiappointed here, he had no hopes of 
loooess in any other quarter. The intel- 
^genoe brought him by Ludovico at tlieir 
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next meeting still fuitlier convinced him. 
The honesty of Cadige had yielded to the 
iiopes of gain, and she readily engaged, 
for a stipulated price, to introduce Ludo- 
vico and his friend into the private garden, 
put the lady into their hands, and procure 
-disguises in which she and Ludovico 
might reach Tunis, where Gaetano could 
convey them privately on board, and set 
sail for Sicily without delay. The lady, 
she said, was an Italian, exceedingly 
-young and beautiful, but sinking rapidly 
beneath her mental sufferings; and un- 
ceasingly lamenting for her father and h&r 
Aiends, there could be no doubt of her 
readiness to escape, for which the old ' 
woman undertook to prepare her, the ' 
first opportunity she could find during the ' 
day. Graetano parted from his new ao-'l 
quaintance in great glee, engaging to have ( 
the bark in readiness to sail the moment k 
they could reach Tunis, and to prepare iii 
xMi the ensuing night for the rescue of tfaftjiii 
lady. I 



/ 
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When Musa came nguin to vmt hts 
guest, be bmiiglit no liirtlier news of any 
importance: the only iVmalo lio anild heur 
oC at all likely to be the one orwhuut 
Gaetano was in ^\in.-)i, wns the ludy wIm 
was in the barem of a^ Sulyiiiun, nml all 
hopes to redeem her were useless, even if 
death had not already stt Iht fn,v, of 
vhich tliere appeared jfrwit pr\>s(>eet. 

Gaetano aflevted to aitiuii^seo in tlia 
o^ion of tlie Jew, bnt ivtine^ttnl him to 
fiimish him with n smn of money innne- 
di8teljr»aud to attend hiu] on the morrow. 
u he sltould like at ItNist (i> uiako the i 
tnnpt to deliver the lady, by o 
nnflom ; but that if it fuiU-tl, 
let sail for Sicily : and as lie obecn 
•ukirs might be dilatory, he \ 
tbem to prepare instantly fur i 
bve; desiring Musa, on his r 
ityt to Bend oue of tlie niarinen| 
aitfa the money lie required. I 
ten punctually obeyed : the i 
b host was lulled to sleep, and ] 

TOL, IL C 
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^rqMtfed for the execution of his plan 
ordering the sailor who brought the sun 
he de»red» to take care that all on boan 
would be in readiness to depart at a mo 
ment's notice. 

Ludovico was punctual to his appoint 
ni^it, and told his companion that Cadigi 
was to be in readiness in a short time t« 
admit them to the garden, that she hac 
been some hours in the palace, and as 
'5ured him she should find no difficulty ii 
communicating to the lady the good for 
tune which awaited her ; but before sh 
put her into their hands, should requir 
the payment of the sum she had spedfied 
and for which she thus adventured lier lift 
When they had escaped from the gardens 
the lady was to set out with Ludovico 
disguised as peasants, with such fruits a 
^ve usually carried to the markets in Tunis 
They were to arrive as soon as the dty 
gates should be opened, and repair with 
out loss of time to the port, where Pig 
natelli's bark was in waiting. 

Gaetano found no difficulty in ascend 
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the rrjxas^ii -z r ■- - TiV. li: anr 

ratEfi 3r*r "Lk- -:iir c Lrr srvi^-^ 



Pigiji&tciii plbi.'vc lOif psrsie so her huwh; 
which she quirt.y ix>svmied about her 
penon, aiid then saiid — •" I am ohlij«ttl to 
you. signer, and to niv fritiid Ludovicui 
but lament that I can bo of uw ti\r\\kpf 
use; the lady expired an hour i||(o,** 
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Thesurpriseand mortification of Gaetano 
foran instant overpowered him. 

•• This is a forged tale," he said, " and 
invented to deceive us; but nothing shall 
induce me to return till I have fuller con- 
viction.** 

The woman quietly placed the key in 
her bosom, having previously locked the 
gate.-^" My life," she said, " shall not be 
iKizarded ; and imless you swear instantly 
*o retire, I will alarm the palace guards^ 
and give you op to certain destruction." 

Ludovico, who was standing behind 
Gaetano, loosened his cloak, and suddenly 
lh*dwing it over the head of Cadige, pre. 
Vented her uttering any sound, and snatch- 
ing the key from her bosom, inquired 
how they should proceed ? 

" Let lis firfet,^* said Pignatelli, ** secure 
this most faithful ally, and then endea- 
vour to ascertain the truth of her state- 
ment." 

They conducted her to a remote part of 
the outer garden, and interrogated her 

K)ut her story, in which sh^ firmly per- 
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a new at its-cBt&Bnearwaises dw ;K;msins 
of the Uk jv? ttg»»iQ£E£ u ju^ « C&I5 Ovp^ 
of fieedocn rr^raBiie hisr. imi ^Tt^-^ ^v* 
piredin theanntoflMriraBi^ci: It^ttvv^ 
attendants moumii^ aMind htnr U^ly^ 

Pignatelli desired his ciMti|Hiiii\M^ \\\ 
goard their oonductresi^ aiul iiiH9imtlM^ hi 
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her directions, mounted the tree, from 
whence he was too fully convinced of the 
melancholy truth. In the apartment be- 
fore him, he perceived the inanimate form 
of a young female stretched lifeless^ upo^ 
a couch, and two mutes stationed beside 
her. As he leaned forward to gain, if pos- 
sible, a dearer view, the branch on which 
he rested gave way, and he fell with some 
vicJence to the ground, but arose unhurt. 
Ludovico, who saw the acddent, rushed 
forward to aid him, forgetful of his charge ; 
and Cadige, taking advantage of his ne- 
gligence, fled to a neighbouring door of the 
harem, rending the air with screams and 
cries. 

** This treacherous fool will be our ruin," 
said Ludovico. 

" We have no longer any cause for ex- 
posing ourselves," said Gkietano; ** follow 



me." 



They then retreated with all possible 
speed towards the gate, but missing the 
direct pathway, entangled themselves in 
the mazes of the garden. Lights moving 




■■ a u »g n . siema: _ s»^ T B -vit ■w^::e= 



fer a m rmwTff < i uM ' .L US IBEBC : ""^ t>^ 

endent m^an vnas -vina. m w'* '"'- 
cuuvjueed fans of fas ttdiz.. ** 1: k n^ 
doubtedh- etmtemiei uxnn yoiKfammiJ' 
he nid. 

Ludorioo, ZKnr mrjr liesde 
with fiigfat, tiemUed so vitAeo^. tiat| 
could icuoelf nuke tl>e i 
which however proved suuxKml- 
had in hii agitatkn fcrgottm wfaeM \ 
liad put it; and but for the g 
posure of bis compBoion, whidi t 
terted him for an inBtant, thef tnust li 
fallen into the hands of theii t>tirBUH 
Ab it vu, they fled tbiough thv i>|wnia 



n THE FEUDS OF 

justas some one appeared in tlie distal 
and disduurged a carbine at them in tl 
retrert. The windings of the exte 
g^ffdens w^e wdl known to Ludovj 
they oatstiipped their pursuers^ read 
the ruined aqueduct» and gained 
grounds of Ben Musa in safety. 

Gaetano took Ludovux> with him to 
chamb^, and they consulted tc^ther 1 
to proceed. It was probaUe that Cad 
would invent some stoiy of her tenr 
wbidi woold by no means involve hean 
and perhi^ not Gaetano; the sifet] 
Lodovico was more doubtful, and I 
natelli determined to rescue him at 
events; but the difficulty at first seen 
very great. In the habit he then w< 
lie was exposed to certain detection ; 
master missing him in the morning, wo 
make inquiries which must lead to an 
stant seardi; to trust Ben Musa, wo 
be to betray to him the whole proceed] 
and would waste time, as the socmer tl 
were on board the bettcnr. 

After some 0Qnsideration» I^gaatelli 
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the breezes which wafted him so ra 
along, had delayed the fatal intellig 
of which he was the unwilling h 
But soon they doubled Cape St. Manx 
bore down towards Sciacca^ with a c 
which, under any other circumsb 
Fignatelli would have considered a 
height of good fortune. 
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Tke news of a Toid besrin^ «p towanis 
the city, was, fimr or fire dbrs after Gae* 
tano's de parture ; eonrered to don S^b^ 
mmid, who faistaiitl j oidered fbat the 
h a iupeas SolaDto should not be ^storfced 
fapT the mtefligeiMe;, imtfl mrae more cer- 
tan infivmation was obtained : a seeond 
flBesBcnger csme, eonfinnii^ the news, but 
at present ignorant of the nation to 
wiiicfa she belof^ed. The eoont im- 
floediatelj lepniied to the gadlerj in which 
Situated the tments of the baro- 
and her daughter; and baring sum- 
mofied mdmty desired that Ae kdy 
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Costanza might be requested to see him 
instantly. Anticipating the purport of his 
visit, a few minutes brought her to his 
presence. 

** I wish not,** said Sigismund, ** to 
cause hopes, signora, which may hereafter 
be disappointed ; but a vessel, I am told, is 
now bearing into the bay ; probably it may 
bring the baron Solanto^ and such, most 
devoutly do I hope, we may find to be 
the case ; but until we are assured of the 
fact, it will, I think, be better not to 
agitate the feelings of the baroness. I 
will myself repair to the Marina, and 
bring you the earliest intelligence.'' 

Costanza expressed her joy and gratis 
tude» and agreed with the count in the 
precaution he advised, entreating him not 
to delay an in$t^t in relieving her from 
tlie agony of suspense. Impatient to 
bring her tlie glad tidings, Sigismund 
lingered not a moment, but hurried to tlie 
Mai^ino, to w^tch the progress of the ap- 
proaching sail, which yet was at some 
little distance* 
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From (me of the towers of Perollo 
Castle» Federico was also watching the 
coming bark. 

*' She appears a vessel of some force/* 
said one of his father's officers who was 
with him ; '' and Turkish, I should think 
bj her raake.** 

Federico began to fear that disappoint* 
ment was still in store for those in whom 
he felt so interested ; since their meeting 
in the church, his thoughts had been oc- 
cupied by one idea alone. The image of 
Costanzo di Solanto filled his mind, and 
her destiny had been the only subject of 
his reflections. In the imperious and 
haughty manner of Sigismund di Luna, 
he read the tyranny to which her spirit 
would be bowed; and in the malignant 
scowl of the countess, he had traced those 
dark passions to which he feared Costanza's 
peace would for ever be sacrificed. Had 
any accident happened to her fiither, he 
felt there were no hopes of her escape, as 
her mother's weak state rendered it im- 
posnble she could bear up against any 
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shock of grief; and left an orphan in fhe 
hands of Luna and his mother, the fulfil* 
ment of her engagements must be inr 
evitable; but should these fears for the 
safety of Solanto be groundless, his ar- 
rival, it might be hoped, would change the 
situation of afiairs. How far be might be 
pledged to Luna, Federico knew not ; but 
he trusted that some fortunate event 
might shew in their true colours the dan^ 
gerons risks to which the happiness of any 
female must be exposed, who was left to 
the violence of Sigismund and the fury of 
the countess^ 

Without violating the promise he had 
given to his mother, Perollo could not 
but indulge in these dehishre visions 
Costanza's appearance at the festival, and 
the spirit with which she had resisted the 
assumed authority, and the rudeness and 
Hl-humour to which she was exposed, had 
served to increase his growing passion for 
her. AU the resolutions he had' formed^, 
after the conversation with his mother, 
had faded before the impressions which 
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sdf witb every fiivourable pdnt, and caie» 
fiiUy exchiding from liis thoughts ereij 
wgument which reason could not but uA- 
duce to crush his hopes and expectaUoD^^ 
he had requested to be informed of the 
antTal of any vessel in the port» and now 
stood watching the approach of the only 
one which had entered for several day& 
The wind bdng directly £ur» she stood 
into the bay with a steady and rapid 



^ She must be Turkish,"* said Antonio 
Margieri> who stood by ; *' and I think 
now I can distinguish their flag of trucse ; 
a short tim^ signor» will inibrm us wIm 
and what she is."* 

On the Alarino count Luna had ako 
anxiously awaited the bark. — ^ It is some 
Tnrkish vessel by her rigging;'' said a 
mariner who stood near* Sigisiuund felt 
that he knew not how to ccrry back sudi 
tidings to his mistress ; he remained in 
fearfiil susp^ise^ wishing, yet scarcely 
expecting to hear the supposition contra^ 
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AHtoL ** I know -.a -v-ii.' -rrnim^i 

die man "^vno laa :noKSLu^dare: ■ :« 
H (liiideo* cue i uiKiiia aoimiai. 

■* The oorsair ''vno aaa iiirescEO. vj^ar ..-.rafi 
a late r" asKea ^nnsmmuL 

■* Call liin "niar "'^^i 'leaaeL .../nnr: 
know" ir i^ -.tie qid ^ica ".encan. /*rr.- 
oands. and rrmiL 'mica ':7e :.aa ..jircrv 
Gcape aot -nanv -veena. iuea : **= .^^ars i 
tnig 01 tznce iQo : "TiiaccaiL Ave :.fr.iiinit 
Aeai ii«c •■' 

Luii& isvr tne sunisu. ^"^ canuL .^r r.ar 
iKoouviiiwd :nac .lis j jo g a ^i* sg ixao- 
poBited ; ':¥iiiioiic ^^vanini; jr ^iitner n- 
ttniation. .le- hesc lia icds "rnn ^ . .esv^ 
aid reiiictant jesrr "owarcs 'Se rsane. -a 
be Icnew rfae inwetconie -idincs ..e -tusx 
communicate "o \is i^roeecma jne«.i. 

* T!ie will )i 3fcaT«i "je -lone ' ^sua 
Jdstanza Tvuh n ^irrn. -:vnen le laa :oiu 
us rale: •* what iire auaibrtune -la* X" 
alien mv nwjr nulier. I :iear a* :Uiuii '' 

'" Hope iUiL' iaici T^Upsoiuiia ^ " "|*^ 
TiSfci may iz '.ease onnu: udiiigS'^ ^*- 
aron, and be the hurbiiigtflc vh" Uui ^i>' 
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prottdh ; I will return and ccAect for 5 
dl the infomiation I can ; but dieer y 
spirits, dear lady Costanza, and sopfi 
the baroness under the igncmmoe in wfa 
we must yet keep her, tiU sometfa 
more is known.* 

Cortina gwtefiilly expressed 
thanks, and Luna returned again to 
Marino. Tlie vessd now rode withb 
short and easy distance of the shor^ ft 
whence a boat was dispatched by the 
fioers of Pandidfina, as captain of the p 
The circumstance of sudi a vessd eoA 
ing the bay, had drawn a considera 
number of citizens to the Bfarino^ and 
were expectinir the return of those wb 
don Giaoomo had ovdered out on the 
quiiy.F— ** They say," said one of 1 
crowd, ** tliat it is H Gindeo himself, ¥i 
has kept the seas these many weeks w 
two-and-twenty galleys, and from the i 
anrivalB we have had of late, I fear he 1 
found his present expedition a most p 
fitaUeone." 

The barone dd Nadoie had Knned 1 
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•ling nmhitQde, moA wm wliln mng 
^;»muiid on tUs most """«"»^ erant — 
Were our mas praparly prateeted^" he 
od, ^ sadi iBsahs eoald not faap^om to 
or flag; bat whilst our Spaniih nuiten, 
id tb^ ▼kt^crent IiKeiii Sciacra^ the 
Instrious don 6iaoantio» am Kvdfing ni 
le qpoSs of the people^ and tnnnpHng oa 
wewy noble who opposes tfadr d^rading 
rmnny, they have no tiine or Hiriinarinp 
I cqppose the enemies of Chnalianitj. 
Ya3 biagg^ig pirate^ if I wiatfiAr not, 
is acMne secret mtrigue with the PcfoQo 
ad his niffittis. Were sodi men aa count 
igismund di Lona in Ae high offices 
hey ought to fiD, we should not see Ae 
Qtsairs scouring our sea% dosing all our 
ortSy and outraging our fiselings^ by sudi 
old and daring viritations ; we shall soon 
se the captain <^ our port parading 
Ihroiigh the streets to hold a pariey with 
Qus iniiaei. 

** Surely »** said Luna, '' even he will 
lot so far debase himself as to wait on the 
(bate in his den ; whatever business XMy 



I 
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have brougkt the corsair hefe^. can 1 
transacted in some manner less oSfsnm 
to the feelings (^ a Sicilian noUe, than t 
attendmg on his will wherehe shall choa 
to dictate.** 

The boat was now returning towavi 
the shore, and the crowd impatient^ 
awaiting them ; that it was Serican hii 
self was soon ascertained^ but who < 
what he wanted, still remained a seen 
The barone del Nadwe demanded of pa 
of the boat's orew who had ascended 
the Marino, and seemed to be hastenii 
to PeroUo Castle, what had brought tl 
corsair to Sciacca ? 

^ To treaty I understand, with coui 
Luna for the redemption of some prison 
he has on board." 

Luna started at the reply, and deman 
ed a further explanation. Either from tl 
tone in which the question was put, < 
from an acquired enmity towards tl 
count, the fellow rather uncivilly refem 
to the bancm Pandolfina for inform 
, to whom, he said^ they were haste 
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ing to report the message tbey bad re- 
ceived. 

The blood of Luna rose indignant at 
the insult, and he rushed unattended to 
the beach below, and commanded some 
boatmen to convey him immediately to 
the ship ; to be indebted to Perollo for in- 
formation or assistance, was more than the 
spirit of Liuna could endure, and if, as he 
ilready feared, the baron Solanto was the 
captive, he wished, at all events, to stop 
the interference of any one beside himself 
in effecting his deliverance. 

The count was some minutes before he 
found any one to convey him from the 
shore, and as he was stepping into tlie 
boat, part of the port-captain's men, who 
bad remained with their vessel, advanced, 
tnd peremptorily ordered that not a soul 
should stir, until permisdon had been ob- 
tuned from the baron Pandolfina. 

Sigismund angrily commanded the boat- 
men to proceed ; they still hesitated ; and 
^ponents leaping in, quietly seated 
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themadres, and reiterated their orde 
that not a soul should move. The rag 
of Luna was now unbounded ; he stom 
ed and threatened ; but the men, assurin 
him all the time of their entire doYotio 
to his exoellenza's will, remained steady i 
their oppositicm. The count appeared i 
if determined to revenge himself by fbra 
when Del Nadore, who had followed hio 
came forward, and exerting his authori^ 
as prindpal magistrate of the dty, and l 
a friend of don Giacomo, commanded til 
opponents of the count to retire, and alkyi 
him to proceed; unwillingly, and aftfl 
mudi debate, they did so. The fury ij 
Luna remained however entirely unabatdt 
he did not remember to thank the bard 
for his friaidly interference; but slum 
unconscious of what he was about, 0| 
dered to be conveyed instantly sloni 
the newly-arrived vessel. The boal 
proceeded, and Sigismund brooded 
the public insult he considered himself 
have received. Arrived alongside^ 
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rowers paused upon their esn, Att id^ 
iioer kx>ked over the ship s m^ and de- 
manded their names and boMmaa. 

"* TeU the pirate cfaie^* aad TSHpmmmd, 
itiU tremulous with paiaion, '^ that ownt 
Luna is arrired to ransom and itdeem fa» 
captire." 

The questioner letirad, and %oim a«^n 
i^ipeared* 

** The Turkish h o ? 

of the Ottoman 1 -t i ^ . 

aiden eount Lur to ed 

hemay toknd; V f t be 

itill flying on oui t , t 

met with its deserts, het r t eyes <x ail 
the citiasens of Sd T : hopes 

to find at Tunis some more c rteous 
fiiend of the baron Sobnto to rescue him 
fiom slavcTj"." 

[ L4ma sat for some moments motionie^ 
^fiom fury and vesmtion. Thus to be in- 
^aolled by one wh m he considered as a 
and a |dun *, was more than he 
Id at any tim e borne, mudi less 
present state irritation; but to 
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return bootless from his ycyBge, to pulv 
tish the contempt with which he had been 
treated to all the multitude on diore, 
and, above all, how to meet the just re- 
proaches of Costanza, and hereafter to e:* 
euse his intemperate conduct to the baron 
himself, overwhelmed him with a variety 
of distress, from which he knew no means 
of being extricated. 

At length recovering in a slight de- 
gree, he replied to the officer, who was 
apparently watching his departure—** Ig- 
norant, signor, of the rank and station of 
your commander, I only learned the dr- 
cumstance of his requiring a communi^^ 
cation with me from the citizens on shore; 
he will therefore excuse, I trust, my in- 
«dvertency,-and inform me on what terms 
we are to treat." 

The Turk again withdrew, and shortly 
afler reappeared with the bassa's answer. 
-^^ Our admiral, signor, has sent on shore 
to the baron Pandolfina (who is, we un- 
derstand, the port-captain) the terms on 
Tvbicb he meant to treat, and through 
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youotigfattolurfe«p|rfied;batD»ipAgr 
cw now eflBiee the usuk yoii hme ^ 
fered." 

'^ I kave alreadj sude mj ryi'iun ^ «g- 
nor,** said Luna ; ^ there can beno DeoBBtr 
for any intcrmfdiatr i niia c uuifce h a t if cca 
us. Commend m^ thenefiw^ to 
oomnuHider, and 8^ I wait to 
resolution and demands." 

To this conciliatory speedi, however, 
Soiean atill semained unyielding^-—'' I 
have the bassa's strict injunction^ ngnor, 
to order you instantly to leawe the YtmA^s 
side. In additiixi to the first u^^rovoked 
insult offered to our admiral's high lank, 
he now considers, as a second aggression, 
the olyection to treat through the person 
to whom you were r^erred. I am ibrUd- 
den fiuther parley." 

Sigismund sat for some moments in si- 
lenoe. 

^ What would your exoeUensa wish?" 
asked the boatmen. 

"* Return to land," was the leply; 
VOL.U. n 
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'* meirition to none the circumstanoes o 
our rcyage, and follow me to Luna 
Castle.** 

When they reached the shore, one o: 
the men observed, *' they have hauled dowr 
their flag of truce, and put theu* heln 
about; but with a wind like this, the} 
must remaip where they are, for out tc 
sea they cannot get.*' 

Lxina felt some slight return of hope 
and on landing, ordered the people t( 
follow him. 

Del Nadore had waited his return, anc 
pressed forward eagerly to inquire the par 
tieulatis of his interview with Serican. 

**I have not seen him, nor has anj 
thing yet taken place,^ said Sigismund 
endeavouring to escape. 

The barone followed with many offer 
of service, which Luna unceremoniousl} 
declined ; his persecutor was however nol 
so easily dismissed, but continued to ac 
company him towards the castle. 

The business, signor barone,** he ai 
h said, *^ in which I am engaged, « 
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of no pleasant natme; if I And ii sttd 

of your services, I shall 

Del Uadore stared ki 

eamiot now be trifled villi/" joad Lasa;, 

^ and must request to be left.* 

With a bow of respect and wasdat; &e 
gentfeman withdrew. 

As the count entered his caatlev he or- 
d»^ one <^ his serrants to reifoot the 
baron Adriano would oome to faiaa^ and 
sent others to sununoo to bis p ie atnce the 
signers Calandrino and Infrntfanrtta: he 
then proceeded to the gallenr adjofning 
the barmefls Solantols apartmeatft, and de- 
ared an attendant to inibnn the la^ Co^ 
tanza, without her mother's knowledge, 
that he wished lor a few minutes conrer- 
sation. 

Whilst be expected her approach, the 
count endeavoured to ecdlect himself not 
to alarm, more than was unavcndable, the 
filial tenderness of Ccstanza, and jto ex- 
culpate bimsdf fcfr his imprudence, ^le 
soon attended him, and eagerly demanded 
what infixrmatioD he had cc^ected? 
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*• The baron,'* he answered, •• is in 
safety.** 

""And arrived?** asked Costanza, her 
eountenance brightening with joy ; Irat 
regarding the depression of his manner, 
dhe relapsed again into anxiety and terror. 

" He is indeed on board this vessel; 
but his landing will, I fear, be some time 
delayed.'* 

" My father well, and safely arrived m 
Sciacca !** she ejaculated ; " let me hh 
stantly revive my mother with the ti- 
dings r 

** Not yet, not yet !'* said Luna, s«»- 
ing^ her hand ; ** there is a distressing cir- 
eumstance still to mention, whidi mast 
be kept from the knowledge of the ba- 
roness, and which you, I trust, will hear 
witli firmness and self-possession.** 

Gostanza could scarcely support her tot- 
tering frame, and gazed in silent agony 
upon the count. 

" The baron is detained on board a 
Turkish ship of war.** 

*' Is that the worst ?** asked the daugh- 



tiTy bmiAiBg ^^pu 6001 ber cwwpjiuwwc'r- 
ing fears. 

*" I trint it 18," replied Lsn. 

« Tha let Uk nns« i»b«dr be 
pud; ktUsoiEptarstBciKtotiieuUmiet; 
w3Ki^f diall all we have redeem my 
firtiicr'a Gherty. IF tii^ adc a captive in 
return, our so verdgn, I know, wiU ^^^dly 
let them take tbeir dviiee^ to serve his 
gallant veteran SolantOi. Beyaur, eonnt 
liiiiia, inftsaidy on bond; eomply widi 
anj term they adk. Bestore my fiither 
to liberty, mysdf and sdl besides shall 
giatefidly be yours; nay, stay not to 
reply ; let him be instandy released, and 
let me bless my mother by the news.'' 

' I have sdready," answered Sgismand, 
with hesitation, ^ been off to the vesseL"* 

^ And what was your reception ? what 
ore the terms of ransom ?* 

^ I was received with insult, all terms 
rejected, and referred to the Perollo,** 

" What says don Giacomo ?*• ejticulateil 
Costanza. 
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" Could I inquire of a Perollo?" re* 
plied Luna, extremely agitated. 

She looked at him for an instant — 
** My mother and myself are here, signor, 
tinder your protection till my father is re- 
stored; and I require you to attend me 
instantly to the castle of the baron Pan- 
dolfina.'' 

Impossible !*• said the count. 
Then unattended I must go. The 
courtesy of the PeroUo will, I doubt not, 
render me all the service I require, and 
to him count Luna will hereafter be in- • 
debted for the ransom of his father's 
friend.'' 

" Torture me not, for pity's sake,** said 
Sigiomund; " I have summoned hithef 
ray fiimily and friends, and every exertion, 
dearest Costanza, shall be made to set 
your father free; doliut confide in us; no 
reference shall then be wanting to our in- 
sulting foe, nor shall any sacrifice on our 
part be withheld." 

** If from the baron Pandolfina we are 
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to learn the terms, be must of coui^se be 
sooner or later referred to, and I see no 
advantage which advice can possibly be of 
hi the affair; it will but cause delays 
equally distressing and needless, and if on 
every occasion my wishes, and the comfort 
of my family, must yield to this unnatural 
hatred, I cannot but measure your pro« 
fessions of regard by circumstances which 
will weigh heavily against their since- 
rity.** 

Sigismund looked displeased ; but Cos« 
tanza was unwUling to postpone for an 
instant the - application to PeroUa — *^ At 
least," she said, ** let me endeavour to 
obtain an interview with my father during 
the treaty; surely this will not be de* 
nied.** 

** Your mother^ signora, will wonder at 
your absence ; why should we alarm her? 
till your anxiety is terminated by the ba* 
ron*s restoration to liberty, why agitate her 
mind ? My friends will soon be here ; trust 
me, we will dedde without loss of ,time 
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wbttt ixmtse -we should pursue, and fcAlofi 
¥ip our resolutions with celerity and dis- 
patch.** 

A serramt announced that the bamti 
Adriano was wattki^ count SigismundV 
oomraands ; he again entreated Costanza tc 
trust the negcknation with hi m^f and hit 
friends/ without 9!n^ immediate referenei 
t^ PeroHo. UnwilUBgiy she consentec 
tea short delay, but feeling that her wishci 
were so needlessly sacrificed to Sigia 
mimlhi unyielding enmity, she viewec 
him with a sensation ^of more dislike diai: 
she had ever fef t i^inee their introdoetiiHi 
To his endeavours to support her hopes o! 
socm hefiOlding Solanto^ her answers wett 
oeid, «md somewhat indignant; aiid siic 
returned to her mother, exerting all he 
powers to hide the perturbation of hei 
mind, ^tbe baroness had missed her fimo 
her room, and eagerly inquired if any & 
vourable tidings had ealled her out? 

* We may soon hope to hear soow 
vessels are arming,''* die said^ "though 



a» 



not the 

w&tr his been 

• His lUp ibKoJ' mtd the 
" bat been ttcn ? knonrmcr he- 'ns bees 
nfety since the scoRiL wiS tiscgtrriTrze- 
nmdy thoagh he is no^ yet- jniredJ* 

• Thst he is sife we jwre at?ap4 rvm 
updogbteda u t lMJ t itv ^add CosmnzaL easer 
to ^re her mother aoinlbft: 

• Can I not see the persons Tvho brought 
&e infi)niiation ?" asked the baroness. 

•* Not yet, I fesr," answered he: iangfi- 
ter ; ** but, dearest mother, you wiiL I 
Inpe^ be composed, now we know thst 
my father is safe and welL We may ex- 
pect him speedily, therefore fesenre your 
strength to meet him joyfiilly, of to bear 
t few hours longer delay." 

Sigismund having joined Adriano and 
lus other friends, briefly stated the ctip- 
fivity of the baron Solanto, and his own 
inefiectual attempt to redeem him; hi- 
iolging in those feelings of rage a ill* 
dignation which the ptesenoe of C 
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had repressed. Upon the mention of the 
reference whioli had been made to Pe- 
rollo, the baron Adriano observed^ that 
the connivance of don Giacomo was evident 
throughout the whole affair.—^** Why 
should the pirate," he added, "send for 
you, my friend, to drive you btek with 
insolence, without even an offer of terms ? 
to what end and purpose does this Serican 
pretend to enter our port, but to treat 
with count Luna for the ransom of his 
friend ? and for a slight breach of etiquette, 
breaks off all communication^ affects to 
leave the port, and to bear away his cap- 
tive to foreign slavery — a feint intended 
only to raise the price he will soon de^ 
inand ; and it appears, that to add to these 
insults, they wish to drive you, don Sigis- 
mund, as a supplicant to the power and 
influence of Giacomo" 

" We have already borne so many acts 
of oppression tamely," siud Calogero, 
^f that they expeqt to find our spirits de- 
presse^^ even to the point they wish ; and 
that among his suitors and dependants. 
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GiaoQmo shall iiumbw the chieftam of 
Luna and Peralta." 

^ Their hopes and wishes then are 
vain," said Si^mund, ^ and we idiall eve 
long teach this tyrant, that neither his 
insults are forgotten, or his power respect- 
ed ; that Luna scorns his ftiendship, and 
despises his attempts to bend the spirit of 
his party* But in the present instancy 
how shall we prevent the interference of 
Ferollc^ and induce this insolent Maho^ 
metan to restore Solanto ? I would not 
again expose myself to be rejected and 
dismissed by the audacious savage ; and 
what other means of treaty can be de- 
vised, whidi shall not involve an appli- 
cation to our insidious enemy ?" 

** Entrust the embassy to me,** said 
Adriano ; ^ it will be no difficult matter,. 
spite of his sycophantic attendance on 
Perollo, to induce Del Nadore to accom- 
pany me on board. As one of the gi- 
urati of the city, his visit cannot be re- 
jected, and once to gain the ear of Se- 
rican, will he, I doubt not. to deliver the 
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iDttixm iSoSiBto from bdtidaiga. Tlieae in- 
fidel pirates cannot reskft tikt eharHUS ti 
^ilcU «m1 With the fstese&t wind their ves- 
m1 OHOaot leave tbe tft|r; wbkb ciraom- 
asrtiuiee wiU aefibrd tts time ior actkm." 

^ i^eredlo wiU no doafat 'ayail Jumself ol 
this; mdiHilesB yoa wish io aicaunta 
!biaa on boards 1diie<eariier yoa mte in yom 
jippiigrtioH ite Abetter,'' said Calandrino. 

Wibeii ibdriaiK» observed that tbe mi- 
•som denvsiiided wimld fvobabljr be ^nor- 
fiMUB^ Iirfbntanetta said — ** I have bera 
infermed i^t this Serican has at timec 
<eoiiducted hinuself witb liberality and 
-hcmour.** 

'^ Even had lie done .so (illnow,'* re- 
plied Adrianoy ^^ the ixifiuence undei 
^fvliich he ads wcMild «top tbe current oi 
«the(9e oraie virtues." 

%gi9fnund cautioned bim to remembet 
^balt he had failed in his application iram 
^ style of address.—-* The kifidel,- he 
'SflSdy .*^ prides himself on his situation « 
ladmiral of tlie gaUoys now at sea, and ae- 
^iHiw$ <te be appraaehed "wi^ 'fiMreau^- 
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stow* 

^I shall be i£ ::jis nuiarr [^irrumaBi ski 



• Tlie Ta»cEi.* ttifi Lan^ * I sriatL 
not regcrd: xi isksbiiss t: ^ssijr* -tth^ 
liaron to hx iKeiaBL ^-tai-'trr z»t -nner- 
ference of ?«•:«!#>, I «isiiL -fi^fj!TL iiru: 
ind easv. Ben be 3» yioifi ie vjmr^ 3l 

anticipated eriL axkd ie> ^Asfr*: vjf£ 
which the fiunST cc S»ji;iZB» EiC:it 
till the important Be^oaaraoo m 
pletedr 

Adriano and Cahndniio ' 
in search of Del Nadore, i 

tetumed to inform C 
friends were gone, aoo i< 

the giurati c€ the dty, th U 
'from himself to treat for the r 
of her father, and to yield to any rtt 
provided the baron was set at Vbeftf 
stantly. 

With this report she was ratb« 
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quillised, but still felt that an applicatla 
through FeroUo would have been the mod 
effectual means, and that her wishes^ oi 
the subject had been sacrificed ta tb 
groundless enmity which don Sigismum 
entertained against the house of Pandol 
fina. Inspired by these sentiments, sb 
received the information he brought wit! 
coldness, and immediately returned to he 
mother, who again inquired the cause o 
her absence. 

" Only a further confirmation of tlw 
former intelligence," replied Costanza 
** that my father is safe and well ; thougl 
we may still have some short time to wai 
before we embrace him.'* 

With this the baroness was satisfied 
She was by this time considerably reco 
vered from her late indisposition; the] 
had met the countess as usual, but she hm 
not hitherto made any apology. Cos 
tanza however did not forget her conduc 
in the churchy and considered some ac 
knowledgment to her mother essentiaUj 
necessary, yet did not wish to proicotki 
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itlTK: '-i- 



> ^m ?r" 



doltruL 

: to: vr-z-y^'.-f. Z-- zr\r^ ^^r- t^t*; 
icicntiy i- «;:. .'T -:-jr i«se:r — tt-t 

I can now rvuiemi??' i n^"^ vr^w* 
iuesss wit!, v.'iii'ji ir; 'i»L r^,.-;!vi i^rvnai 
with viiat pkasiirt a: I u»'"\?nnr<- 
freedora of i:;i?r:^cu:rse '«vjxr^ n.tft 
er s return will give us iv K>t\mi* 
er the roof of count Luna, then^ \\\\\ 
io restriction upon us; anil mn* inhis 
tion may perhaps hcrfMirtiT |.|imf. |||^ 
appy (ILbcord Ix'tw^i-n Um-h* MviiI \% 



es.- 



6i THE FEUDS OF 

** It would be ddiigfatful mdeed,"* usi4 
Coetanza, ^^ to be the instruments of sud^ 
ft blessed event ; but I fear your benevor 
lent wishes will never be realized, whilst 
the baneful influence of his mother retaJAi 
jits power over the mind of don Si.gis^ 
sxuind." 

** The count," continued the baronesv 
^ is young, and has seen but little of the 
woiid ; his unfortunate connexion with » 
violent and irritable a spirit, as I under* 
stand the lady Lucretia possessed, may 
have given a temporary shade to his cbs* 
racter, which other scenes and gentler 
manners will in time eradicate." 

•* I almost tremble at the experiment," 
sdd Costanza, with a sigh. 

Her mother apprehending that her 
spirits were subdued by anxiety respecting^ 
her &ther, attempted to change the cas^ 
versadon ; but her thoughts would recur 
to those traits in the character of her fu- 
ture husband, which the last few houvs 
liad made visible. To know that suok 
lark and deadly passions could find ja 
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Witing an abode within fait brent; to 
so deariy that his im pet uom TiolcDoe of 
temper was to be restrained, neitlier hy 
gpatitude nor lore, gave to Cosfcanza ample 
floope for mdancholy meditation and un- 
comfortable fordioding. In her £ither 
however she fully confided, knowing weii 
tfart no power woidd indoee him to sacii- 
See her peace to an nmon for which she 
did not feel sufficient inclination. 

^ Donna Victoria^'' said the baroness, 
* appears but fitde altered for the time. 
The same aflfectionate and tender Und- 
ness siiines through the majestic dignity 
of manner which idways maiked her cha- 
racter.'' 

^ It was strongly enou^ contrasted by 
the mdeness of the countess,* said Cos- 
tanza, ^ whose natural deformity of tem- 
per never could have'^shcHie forth more 
conspicuously than on that occasion.* 

^ I lament," replied the baroness, " to 
hear you, my child, so frequently recur 
to the unpleasant manners of the mother 
of don Sigismund : forbeatance from you 
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may greatly sooth her impetuosity, and 
will at all events preserve your own peace 
and happiness, when united with her son/* 

Costanza, unwilling to distress her mo- 
ther by an argument, listened in siloAoe ; 
and the latter again resumed her com- 
mendations of the baroness Fand![4fina. 

The baron Adriano and Cakndrino w^:e 
for some time unsuccessful in their seardi 
for Del Nadore ; but having at length met 
with him, before they could. communicate 
tlie object of their mission, he had began 
a long account of the preparations whidi 
don Giacomo was making, to visit the 
newly-arrived vessel. — " His ostentation," 
he said, ** has already ordered out half the 
provisions in the city to feast these in- 
fidel marauders; the boats are loading 
with refreshments on the beach, and may 
even now be on their way to greet this 
worthy firiend of Pandolfina." 

" We must anticipate them, if possible,** 
exclaimed Adriano ; ** and you, signer 
barone^ must, at the request of count 
Luna, accompany us.*" 
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" Don Sigismund did not deign to in- 
form me on the subject when we parted,** 
add the baron; ^ I have in vain endea- 
voured to make out from don Giaoomo 
the whole of this mysterious proceeding, 
and am now required to become an agent 
in the business." 

** The count has been disappointed in 
die negociation,** said Adriano, ** and 
knows no one whose influence and judg- 
ment he can so confidently trust to as 
yours, signor. I am to have the honour 
of attending you, and will explain upon 
the way the commission with which you 
aie charged." 

With this speech Del Nadore was so 
wdl pleased, that he expressed his readi- 
ness immediately to go upon the expe- 
dition ; and they proceeded for that pur- 
pose to the Marino : but upon their arri- 
val there, a new dilemma disconcerted 
their measures. The boats loaded with 
refreshments were seen nearly up with 
Serican's ship; and Fandolfina, attended 
>y a numerous band of officers and gen« 
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tlemen, was just entering fais barge of stati 
to follow them, although the flag of tnid 
was down, and Serican endeavouring tt 
^and out to sea again. 

^ It is out of all question for us to pio> 
ceed now/' said Adriano ; " the best me* 
thod I can devise, is for you, signor dd 
Nadore, to attempt to reach the party d 
FeroHo, and obtain permission to go with 
him, tihat we may learn the drcumstaneei 
of their interview. I will, in the mM 
time, return to don Sigismund, and tatu 
suit with him upon the present state d 
his aflEairs.*' 

The baron hastened to the bead), and 
his friends waited undl they saw him re- 
cdved by dmi Gaaoomo into his suite, asd 
the party on their way to greet the Tuik< 
ish admirai They then returned to the 
Castd di Luna, to communicate their tm« 
successful embassy to don Sigismund, who^ 
disconcerted at the coldness with which 
his last communication to Costanza had 
been received, was in no good humour to 
listen to their information. He buisl 
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nto violent denunciations of revenge 
igainst don Giaoomo^ should he presume 
to treat for the ransom of bis friend ; and 
forgetful of his oy^ negodation being re- 
jected^ would willingly, at the moment, 
lunre consigned Solanto to perpetual sla- 
veiy, rather than be indebted to Perollo 
fcr his release. His friends, the subtle 
Adriano and Calogero Calandrino, endea- 
foored by every artifice to add fuel to the 
flames of his rage. 

** It is certainly to be regretted,'* said 
the former, ^ that you, signor, did not 
wait to see how the illustrious port-cap- 
tain would proceed, and by what means 
he would communicate with you upon the 
subject : he will now doubtless plead the 
information Del Nadore gave him of the 
fiulure of your voyage, to excuse himself 
for not having sent you the message 
nrhich Serican delivered to his officers; 
md the uncourteous rebuff the insulting 
nfidel audaciously cast on you, will furnish 
onple subject for mirth and congratulation 
v'ith these confederate plunderers.** 



TO THE FEUnS OF 

^ To me there appears a deeper ploCT 
thm this,** said Calandrino ; '' PandolfiBa- 
will now release your friend, the baron So- 
lanto : his son has already, I am informed, 
rendered some services to the ladies of the 
&mily; the gratitude both parties will 
doubtless claim, will be a fair excuse to 
justify the violation of all treaties with 
count Luna, and Solanto's wealth and in- 
fluence will be no despicable portion for 
the young Perollo*s bride." 

** Sooner with my own hand would I 
immolate Costanza to my just revenge! 
The lives of PeroUo and all his hated race, 
could not make amends for an insult such 
as this," exclaimed Luna. 

^^ I watched their conduct in the 
church,** said Calandrino, ^^ and saw the 
evident miu*ks of admiration with which 
the young gentleman regarded your bloom- 
ing bride, count Sigismund. I j3aw the 
smile with which she honoured him at 
ing, and the proud compassion with 

I I he regarded your rejected ser- 
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iS^mund paced the room with frantic 
impatience. 

** It is not now a time," said Adriano, 
^to manifest our feelings on the occasion. 
Let the events proceed unnoticed, and 
when the infamy and perfidy of the Pe- 
roQo have reached their acme, then let us 
bufst with all our power upon them, wash 
out in their blood the accumulated weight 
of injury and insult, which years have 
seen the house of Luna and Feralta suf- 
fering under, and give to all posterity a 
monument of revenge." 

^ My life and soul," said Sigismund, 
"are placed upon this marriage; sooner 
than see her given to PeroUo, I would 
stab her at the altar." 

•• Some means," said Calandrino, " may ' 
be found to cut off this dangerous rival." 

Luna stopped suddenly, and looking 
at the speaker, vehemently exclaimed — 
"* Silence, signor Calandrino ! am I to be 
again insulted by an offer of private as- 
onination? — ^no; once more, I tell you all 
ny vexiff loe shall be open as the insults 
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I have met witb ; does DeUa Bardii^s q^ 
possess the bosoms of you all ?** 

A silence of some minates followed^ and 
Luna began i^n to pace the apartmait 
with vehemeioe. — ** Can no one find a 
remedy but this ?** he said. 

'^ For myseli^" said Adriano, *^ I have 
always held it vain and useless to strike 
at one amongst this hated race ; until a 
imiversal fate has swept them all from off 
the earth, till not a graft is left belonging 
to the cursed stock, we never shall be safe 
from private danger and public insult 
For this alliance, signor, the wishes of 
every member of our house must follow 
yours: from every circumstance it ofifers 
domestic happiness, increase of wealth, 
of influence and power. The weight the 
baron Solanto is known to have in the 
Imperial court, will be a just and equal 
counterpoise to that of Pandolfina. His 
ridies and fiimily connexions will give, 
though not perhaps a local strength to 
our party here, yet an influence on those 
, most advantageous to your inte* 
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CHAPTER III. 



I gradi primi 



Piu meritar, che conseguir desio. Tasso. 

(JpoN don Sigismund leaving the shea 
at the intercession of the baroile del IN 
dore, one of Pandolfina's men, who h 
at first opposed his embarkation, repw* 
to the Casa di Ferollo, to inform his coi 
mander of the circumstance ; a messeng 
had been just sent to deliver the comm 
nication received from Serican to oou 
Luna, but upon learning the steps whi 
that chieflain had already taken, d< 
Giacomo countermanded the message, ai 
desired his officers to report to him ai 
events which miglit take place. 

The circumstance which had broug 
the bassa to Sciacca was soon kno\ 
throughout the castle, and excited in I 

rico the liveliest emotion, in which tl 
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butmess in 

wnDer, in 

paired ii 

were soon iirflwrf ^ tSK «99bs 4# 
. Sigistnimd 

% of 

galley endeanFmma^ to ibM^ -wt «r 
<<What can fim 

rioo; "^ioi!^ 

refiMedto 

^ From iht Xtprnkinm. ^tMr <mbk^ :c 
ii not imnoMaih tkat Imt nMf iu^e mk 
mne dispute widb tii^ Imm : acaHev^mei 
let OS hasten Indk, and kariit irtiae iM^ 
your &dier intends tcr fM^mj^ 

On tiieir return tr^ the: tsms^ aS vm 
busde and p i eyaiaik m; tiie Wim ImhI 
been informed of the ill f<»»»^ of drjn 
Si^smand's expe^Stion^ and fpren orden 
that provimms of all so«ts nhoald be im- 
mediatdy collected and eonrerf^ to Se- 
rican in his name, whilst hf- f spared to 
follow them himself; being joined by don 
Pado and Federico, the party jMroceeded 
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to the Marino, where the stute-bai^ d 
the p€Ht<»f»ttin was in waiting to feoeive 
them. 

Don Giaoomo was att^^ in splendid 
arauHir, but without any weajKNi of ot 
fence ; the insignia of his office weK sus- 
pended from his neck, and above his 
open-visored helmet waved a maginfieent 
plume. The attendants were in the 
dresses belonging to their stations^ and nH 
unarmed. As they were entering the 
boat^ the barone del Nadore arrived upoa 
the beach, and requested to be taken with 
them. 

''We are already a uuvaerous party," 
said don Fado, *' and cannot, I havs ng- 
nor, as we could wish." 

" It matters not," answered Dd Nadorc^ 
'' if don Giaeomo will permit me to atr 
tend him." 

'' The Turkish commander has taken 
down his flag of truce, and it is unccartan 
what reception we may meet wit^ ; jom 
bad bettor wait another opporttuiity, i^- 



nor.'' 
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fsB(9do}&BB bearing tile ^ysctMsion^ t^ 



qoested his kkusmati would permit the 
haRHi to enlfer their Tessel, whkb he cUd^ 
md ihey pmbed ofT ftom land. The 
trind had contiiiued so verse, t Se- 
lean had mode but ej, i the 

aarge sooli i^ac^^n^ t 't i f. 

^ Doft Giacomc^ P s* ]? 
&MI ti> aft officer ^ on 

'leqviests the hoii< Li? ininten i 

SieOttomiffi coma er.'' The ; ty e 
XNirteously invited on hoard, i i ^ 

fhred, saluted the admsral, v v t- 

^ to receive them, surro ded \xy 
Dffioers. 

^ Excuse me, signor commandante^'' 
ttdd don Gtaoomo, •* for the unworthy ot 
Snrng wMch has been tendered to your 
leeeptanee ; I had scarcely ejected that 
irour treaty with count Luna would have 
terminated so abruptly ; hut feaming with 
nirprise that you were about to leave our 
[Kyrt, I have endeavoured by expedition 
to make up for the respect I should have 
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been proud to pay to so gallant an enemy; 
and I now am come in person to beg your 
indulgence for the slight attention time has 
allowed me to shew, and that you would 
command my services in any way consis- 
tent with the duties of my station." 

*' I feel and am gratified, baron Pandol- 
fina," replied Serican, ** by the confidence 
with which you honour me, for the Ube* 
ral supplies we have received; and still 
further for this flattering visit, I mujst ever 
remain your debtor." 

** The wind, signor, is adverse to your 
sailing ; if you can anchor for the night 
within the bay, I trust that to-morrow I 
should be enabled to offer something more 
worthy your acknowledgments." 

** I entered Sciacca, don Giacomo," said 
Serican, ** with no hostile feelings ; I was 
quitting it under a sense of unmerited in* 
suit. Count Luna, I was informed, came 
to the side of our vessel, and desired to 
see the corsair who commanded. Such 
contempt to the Ottoman arms and to 
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?/ iDjwif as an individual, I could not pass 

orer; it was not fixnn inadvertency, and 

I tUnk not igncnsnce; under these dr- 

comstances^ I was about to depart, with 

the feelings erf* anger sudi a reception must 

naturally cause. I shall now leave your 

port with r^ret that duty obliges me to 

dedine your hospitable oSsr, and with a 

lasting recollection erf* the kindness and the 

honour you have done me; from this 

time fiirth the sea is open from Cape St 

Marco to Cape Bianco, and no vessel 

under my omunand shall commit any act 

of hostility within the limits of the baron 

Pandolfina's jurisdiction*.'' 

Dcm Giaoomo expressed his gratitude 
finr the bassa's kindness, and regretted 
that he should have been disappointed in 
the otgect of his expedition to Sciacca. 

** I cannot consider my expedition fruit- 
less," replied the admiral, ** since it has 
given me the pleasure of this introduc- 
tioD ; but the wind," he added, '' is so 

^This promiM was punctually kept for some years, 
•reo after the deoeate of don Oiacomo Peixillo. — M.S.S. 
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rtniii gi y agakist xi9, tiiat im aaalw iMt 
mile wajr at pnesent; allow me to hoft 
you wiB go down into nrjr cabin, aadi ad- 
cept such a welcome as the drcumstaimi 
aflbrd." 

The invitation having been aeoepte^ 
after they had been a short time bd«i^, 
the bassa addressed himself to don Gia- 
eomo. — ** My intention in entering yo« 
port, signor,*" he said, ^ was to negoeiale 
with count Luna for the ramom of a Sid* 
lian noblemaD„ whow fortune \m» nauie 
my captiva I understMHb ke has eon** 
nexions in Sciacca, and my wish m coining 
hither was to reKeve tile anxiefy of his 
friends^ and to spare him ar useless voyage 
to Algiers or Tripc^. Summon the 
baron S^Janto,'" he added, turning to an 
officer; '^ he has been our capldve for a 
ftw days only, having been driven out to 
sea by the kte gales.** 

The baron here entered the cafani. 

*• The baron Pandolfina,** said Serican, 
'' and these his friends, are perhaps known 
to you, signor, though they are not the 



I 



I^TJNA AND PXmOLLO. 81 



fmtm whcwe sarvieee you kad acpeeted 
iNNild redeem you; I have already in- 
fenned you of the unprovoked aggression 
vliich indoeed me to take down my flag 
d truce, and forbid all further interoourse 
with count Luna ; it is against my will 
md fimner intentions that I detain you 
rt31 a captive, but on your iriend* the 
sDonty the blame must rest, and not on 

** Amongst these my eountrymen," 
mid ScbntOy ** I shall not lack the means 
of raising whatever ransom you may de- 
nnd, signer; thecharacter of the baron 
Pandolfina is not unknown to me, nor 
mme I think to hin^) and I may» I trust, 
idy CO fail secmity, if siidi will be ac- 
cepted by jnoiifself.* 

** Willii^ly, sigMr,** etdaimed Pe^ 
rollo ; ^ tax me as you please.* 

'' I cannot indeed," replied Serican^ 
** accept your libend offer, bacoD Pandol- 
fina ; I feel deeply indebted to your kind- 
ness, and could not in return receive the 

b8 
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sacrifioe you thus nobly tender ; the beroo 
di Solanto is yours, free and ransoni- 
less.** 

A pause of some l^igth ensued. 8o« 
knto appeared overwhehned by his find- 
ings. 

^ Your excellenza overrates my teifling 
services," said don Griacomo. '^ I shall oaQ- 
sider them as amply repaid should I be 
permitted to discharge the ransom so just- 
ly due to the baron's gallant captors.'* 

^ Which I would most gratefully re- 
ceive," said Solanto, ^ till drcumstances 
allow me to repay your kindness, signor 
Perollo." 

*' No," said Serican, ** to the baiiOD 
Pandolfina you are indebted for your li- 
berty, signor; from henceforth you aie 
th^ ; but I have yet a service to require 
at his hands," he continued, turning to 
don Giacomo. 

Pandolfina bowed. — *^ Nay, it is, I bop^ 
no ungrateful task ; have I your permis- 
sion to propose it?* 

** The bassa Serican is too good and 
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gallant a subject to ciEer anv tluiig dero- 
gatofy to the duties of my statioii ; there- 
fore, though ignoRmt of joor wififaes^ 
agnor, I think I nu^ pledge mjaeif to 
tlie performance of them.* 

Saican rose from the carpet on winch 
he was seated, and left the cdbin. whidi 
he soon re-entered, leading a female, 
whose face and figure were dbirouded be- 
neath a tiddL veiL 

" For this fidr ^pnxe^" he said, ^ I am 
indebted to a tndn of accidents which she 
hersdf will h ere afte r explain. The sig- 
Don T^mdnlini is a Scilian by Inrth, and 
has been forced from her home by Tuni- 
sian nnrers; I have pledged mysdf to re- 
store her to her fiiends, and now commit 
her to your chaige» assured that her treat- 
ment will be such as her unprotected 
youth and beauty imperiously demand." 

^ And those;,*' said the lady, in a tremu- 
lous voioe^ ** whose fiite connected them 
with me?* 

*" They all are free^" said Serican ; "* from 
the moment of our meeting, lady, I gave 



ym wff assui ?& yoa Amid lad ■ 
BK a protect i (i id/* 

^ NoUy and g( sty has jfwir piOk 

orise been peribrmed," replied tbe fai^; 
and as she stooped to k [&» Ua haaid^ ton 
fiNNed themselvesi from, heff eyai^ftlBng 
ftiao. beneath her veil^ whkk she had 
di|^ly raised. Serican ako* seemed diceply 
aflEbcted^and both remained, aflenfr for asav 
time to recover their comfposon;. 

The bazon Solanta aaxioasly iDi|uiied 
if any of the party eoald give hint infiav 
flHKtion on the suligeet of his fianfly? 

** My son^* said don Giaooaao^ ^haa the 
iimduF of being iK^qnainfed with tite ba- 
roness, and will give yon all the inftmna^ 
tio» in his power." 

•*• I had the pteasure^"* said FederieOt 
^of seeing the baroness^ and donna Gtaa- 
tansa di Solanto a few days basck ; the lat- 
ter was well, but for her excelfensi^ T am 
sorry to say i^ seemed mdisposed, wMcb, 
however, I learn proceeded from the anx- 
iety of mind yarn absence, signor, occa- 
d ; tiie cause being thus ftappiy 
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m^ he informed the haron that eveiy 
thing was prepared for his conTeyanee on 
shore, find added, '^ that he hoped the in* 
▼eterate enmity of comit Luna would not 
prevent him from seeing himself and fa- 
mily at the Casa di Perollo." 

'* My friendship with the late count 
Luna," ahswered Solanto, ^is my <»ily 
connexion with the family, and has in- 
duced me to make this visit to his scm ; 
but whatever may hereafter be the rela- 
tionship between us, a powerful sense of 
^titude must ever make me anxious to 
deserve the friendship of the baron Pan- 
dolfina ;** and turning to the admiralt he 
added, *^ with your permission, signer, I 
shall now hasten to embrace my fiunily ; 
and should the ftiture fortunes of my life 
enable me to shew my deep remembrance 
of this ev^itful day, the name of Serioah 
shall be to all his countrymen a safi^ruard 
and protection: one request I yet must 
make— to add to all your other bounties, 
may I be permitted to ransom my unfor- 
tunate attendants ?** 
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** Mention them not, signor ; I will tf- 
range with the baron Pandolfina every 
thing respecting them entirely to your aa- 
tisfiu^on : and now, farewell, and may 
the future fortunes of your life be free 
from such distresses as you now are res- 
cued from r 

Solanto then departed, after renewing 
his thanks for this additional kindness, and 
haataied into the barge which awaited 
him ; its progress, though scudding before 
the wind, seemed slow to his anxious 
wishes, and the distance from the Marino 
to the castle of count Luna an immeasur- 
able way. When arrived at the gateway 
of the mansion, he paused an instant, and 
reflected on the danger of too sudden a 
surprise to the baroness ; and demanding 
of the servant who ushered him in to see 
the count only, he leamt that he was en- 
gaged with the baron Adriano and another 
friend. 

^ Conduct me immediately to the apart- 
ment of the count, and announce the 
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bttim Solanto^'' be said; and to the great 
askmishfloent of don Sigumund and hk 
party,, interrapted their disciMaktt hf 1m 
onexpeeted appearance. 

Aivtonk) Margieri, a eonfidentiai aflktt 
attached to* PeroHo, had seen the haron 
Solanto in safety to the abode of comit 
Luna, and fiom thenee bad piooeeded 
without deky^ to the Casa di PenaiUo^ to 
execute with all possible expefitibn a pri- 
irate order he had received from his ccm- 
inandef , and returned to await his depar- 
ture from the Turkish galley. 

When Solanto had left the venel^ tbt 
conversation became general, and Pandot- 
ftfia hod an opportunity to discover the 
great fund of general information and tire 
good sense of the Turkish chief; faia air 
and manners were characteristic of ^piift 
grace and! dignitf, and his countenance^ 
thougli marked with traces of hi9 Jewnfc 
origin, strikingly handsome and prepos- 
semng; and though evidentiy aware of 
Mis bigl^ rank and elaCicm, he appeawi 
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(er io Amrhit aene of die oU^aliai 
had .reoeived by the risit of TetoBa, 
fnteOk GOMkietymd flattenng ooBfidcDce. 
ve^Kant in genenl fixai tlbar idov of 
sTmlcs firom the tMrinrais nitlwm of 
\ Moois and Algtmici ; Ihey pwe them 
dit tat few ci die Tiitiiei, and nose of 
^eleganoes of pdubed life; thejr ooiv 
or them at savagea but hal£vedeemed 
m their wild and wwuiemg hsAitM^ hi- 
ted to a senanal fidth^ and tvainei op 
the gro flw s t ^gnoranee : fin* diflEeient is 
roase with those Tartu whose Krth has 
eed them idiope the lowest ciass in so- 
^; the treasoes of 4fabiaR knowledge 
\ beauties of its poetty^ and the AEiore 
kd worth of its morals and pUfcsophy, 
N^ generaHy hidden from the Chris* 
us of tiie west, hare been to the ori- 
tab a mine of literaiy wealth ; tiieir re- 
dd habits, and extreme arersion to asso* 
te with Europeans and unb^bvcn, 
re eoneealed from us many of their most 
liaUe traits ; and for the sensudity of 
3ir Hves, there aie few amongst them 
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who indulge in all the liberty their law 
allows them. 

Serican, though perhaps not a Turk by 
descent, yet had been brought up at Con- 
stantinople and in the faith of Mahoniet» 
ai^d had imbibed in all things the mannen 
of his native land. His reception of the 
Perollo party was graceful and easy, and 
his high^breeding shewed itself more par- 
ticularly in the facility with which he ad* 
dressed to each individual the compli- 
ments most calculated to please. 

Federico had on the first opportunity 
communicated to the signora Landolini 
the intelligence of Gaetano's expedition in 
search of her, and of her father's expected 
arrival in Sdacca, and removed her desire 
to set out instantly for Trapani, by assur- 
ing her that he would not be long de- 
layed, and that to relieve him from sus- 
pense, the baron would without loss o( 
time send a courier to meet him. 

Upon the return of Margieri, Pandd- 
fina left the cabin to speak with him ; he 
had been ordered to brinir on board a laroe 
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sum of money, to be divided amongst the 
crew, the news of which largess soon 
reached the bassa. 

** I did not expect this treachery, sig- 
Dw," he said, with a smile, ^ or I would 
have prevented it ; you will not allow me 
any disinterested means of returning your 
kindness, but are resolved to purchase the 
admiration of us all ; the attendants of the 
lady and of the baron Solanto are few in 
nomber^ and their freedom a most un- 
worthy offering ; wear then this diamond 
in memory of Serican's respect and admi- 
ration of these courteous acts, which form 
the brightest ornament of Christian chi- 
valry.- 

" Your excellenza overpays my poor 
endeavours," replied PeroUo ; " vouchsafe 
to receive this chain, and I will gratefully 
accept your jewel.** 

He then took the chain from his neck, 
and presenting it to the bassa, received the 
diamond ring which the commander wore^ 
who also begged to offer presents of arms 
to the companions c£ Pandolfina, the ac- 
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eeptanee of which appeared 1» etmfer tki 
greatest pleasure on the goierous donoM'^ 
It is with regret," said don Gkeotfl^ 

I mention the necessity of partrag^, 1M^ 
have already trespassed largely cfht j<M$ 
time as on your liberality, sighor ; dMf 
me to conduct the signora LandoMni fi 
deck.*^ ^ 

Don Giacomo immediately desoendtlf 
and returning with the lady, req ucaH l 
that his barge might be ordered IW 
sigttora approached' Serican» as if to repCMlt 
her acknowled^ents for his protectidH 
and kindness. She stood before hito ftl 
an instant, as if collecting her thoughtt^^ 
then throwing herself on the deck, ettr' 
braced his knees, and wept with emoticm. i 

The Turk was agitated in no commdHi! 
degree. — ^* The duties which humanity^ 
demands," he said, " require not, ray chSi 
this vehemence of gratitude. Alia be 
praised, that during my eventful fifti 
'midst aK die scenes of war and Uooi 
wliich Serican's uncertain destiny has madi 
him witness, the natural feeKigs of Mi 
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{KBt excrticMcf TsiaDi& cr 

heiish jnd icfieve ibefc. Seiss've 

the sdllgmiilitiM ^ 

igl^ I am iDQit aBfh- lepaAcl. 1 
lebmnng to xmmbnmi nabsppir 

The emAf rndSam^ mmcai ^aur 
th liMkiKnm» is thej l»yc been 
us to ed your m^nirinm 
oeinto action, vifl» 1 doaUt oc^ ke 
IDS ti> all joor &auie ^M^ft- Widi 
e and joj joor fitlier will receive 
D his cfaSdp vho has |ttBBad through 
tnals of sonow and temptabcHi, ub- 
cen by the one, and unsubdued br the 
c His days fihafl dose in odm enjoy- 
it; smdered hrigfater by the hopelew 
ilatioB under which he now is groan- 
; fiir thee^ I trust, are many haj^yjr 
ns IB stone; and if amongst your jojs 
itKNt ao^piaintanoe is remembeitedt it 
be a <ioBifQrt to me to reflect that 
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with the thoughts of Serioan your hevt 
will mingle the reooUecticm of those aer- 
vices he so rejoiced to rendv. But oome^ 
recover from this agitation; I shall defirer 
you into the hands of one whose kindnev 
will, I know, restore you without ddqr 
to your afflicted parent : summon the other 
prisoners,** he continued, as she still a- 
lently wept upon his arm. 

The men heing arrived from below, the 
bassa addressed them in a few words, tdl- 
ing them that to don Giacomo PeroDo 
they were all indebted for their liber^. 
They expressed their gratitude, and ¥rere 
ordered by Perollo into one of the hosb 
which had conveyed the refreshments os 
board, and which had remained by Mff- 
gieri*s order. 

" Those who belong to the baron So- 
lanto," said Perollo, ** shall be conduetsd 
to Luna Castle ; the rest shall remain witt 
me ; and this fair lady will, I hop^ finl 
the Casa di Perollo a happy hom^ until 
I have the pleasure of consigning her to 
her father^s arms, who in three days tims 



willy I hx*;. ZK H i^ZZiLT^ SI life st^iw- 

time the hintres r^iT.in.cmii vi'. S: ^r-.vii 
to shew ha €Ttry izzii:*z>** iiii£ iiTTz^z tj.t:. 

" In givmg ~25 rrviis/.r: "::- vr^-ir riifir^\ 
don GiacoiDo,* jaai >:r-j/ir* - 1 5r :: ii: 
the fullest ocofiikoi^r zlizz sbe «ill r:>sv? 
no more the oh>ia£e> -sr^^-.^h lix^*? wix^ 
ought to have beec Ler prv^ieoiois have 
thrown in her way, ar.d which comjH*lU\i 
her to expose her person to the dangers ot* 
the ocean, unprotecteil and defenceless.'' 

** Of all the favours your excellenza has 
with so bounteous a hand» heaped on us,*' re- 
plied PeroUo, '^ this act of trust conveys the 
most flattering sensations to my heart; tl 
lady shall command the services of all my 
house, and will, I dare affirm, meet amoi 
us DO lukewarm friends. And nour, n 
permit me to repeat th^ '^sijirances 
h^ esteem and grati-iui'j for tlie 
of this generous recejition ; and i 
■IT tei>e tbe «ervice% of a Perolki 

e dKSQ to tij'r UtJIiOA ; I 
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fiui»p0el]» but I have frokmged my vm 
to the kst vnoment" 

^ FareweU, d(m Gtaoomo PeroUo ! here 
after you will find that Seeican fot^j^eti ooi 
such attentions as he has reorived fimi 
you ; flBid should it be wcitten in 4lie teok 
of fate that we shaU meet again, tbenii 
a pleasure in store for ue, which I wouU 
wiffingly enoounter many difficulties to 
enjoy . Recdve this pledge of iny fegodt* 
he added, giving tlie signora to his anna. 

^ May Heaven repay the debt of Msat- 
guertta's gratitude, in many years of kqp^ 
piness to <xnne!'* articulated the lady ia t 
fiiint tone. 

- Alia bless Ihee, my childr said S» 
cbh, as don GiaoonM) bore her down the 
vessel's side, and covered his &ce fori 
moment witii fats hand. The rest of tht 
party vepeated their respectfial acUeus» ih0 
rowers £pped their cars» and l^htiiy tfap 
baige flew over the waves to the wiatM 
walls of Sdacca. 

The ngmora TiawdnHni sot by don G^ 
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bjr the saiDe a^zx^^ imi fx.».L.Tt it viuj-ja 
the spectacle, i^rji tur p*^:*;:-.- uar. tr tip 
dty appeared c-:»lje7:ei * . -ev^^'v t tueu. 

When the bir^r '.yj.'ii^z znh i^atci^, ^. 
ay of** Vivail Perol]:^' rai nuvfsd bv tii^ir 
multitude on ibe sb:>re. uud ediUM hy 
those on the Marino nho^z,. 

As don Giaoomo cooTeved cm iriuonr tlif 
prize entrusted to him. she rt^'drly ikijjtod» 
from the overwhelming joy of returrrfng 
sfter such peril to her native land— the 
bnd which held the first and only object 
of her love and veneration, the fiither fiom 
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whom she had been so cruelly, so unex 
pectedly separated. 

Ftodolfina almost carried her frmn dx 
beach to the Marino, and as he ascended 
the rugged cliff, again the cry of " Viva 3 
Perollo,** arose from the delighted multi- 
tude ; they had scarcely reached the sum- 
mit, and were waiting to recover the ex- 
hausted strength of the lady, when Ac 
party who had followed arrived also ; thefa 
story was soon spread abroad, and again 
their shouts of joy arose ; with difficulty 
don Giacomo made way through the ex- 
ulting throng, and bore his interesting 
charge. 

As they passed the statue of the Virgin 
near the convent of the Jesuits, Maigue 
rita raised herself from the supportfai( 
arm of PeroUo, and knelt upon the step 
before it; in silent respect the multitiid 
stood or knelt around her ; the influenc 
of her devotion appeared to be commv 
nicated to all, and ** Viva Maria** was mill 
flM with their former shouts. 

As the lady rose from the posture i 
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Imost invcduntarv 

dieved from part ai 

xoceeded on the rex of 

jmsL di PeroHo, irnr 

lihough apparently ccks 

Qumbers who 

the Castel di Lona, 

itant, don Giaoomo 

3f Solanto immediar^r -jl- vjo. 

ler. "Viva doD Giarjuobo '• i*» jl ^^ 

rollo r was repeated a^aii. •.iL tiA wsm^ ^ 

the castle re-echoed win. tu^ au^ai . 

On arriving at faii ^^wx. umu^.. hm^^^ 
ina gave orders that the cai8U^^f0ftMi?^4iMMA«i 
16 thrown open to all wiii; iuWiM6<^> ^^pM- 
uch entertainment be pruviCM* fc^ iM^M* 
18 could be procured at tht iou^ )^ 
ben conducted the lady to t4i«: 4uV^ivr^ ifV 
resent her to the baroueM, nuO m J^ 
ritlidrew^ uncovered loh kMOHit mA f^- 
poctiully saluted the applati^Kium ^yiyiNIt 
rith thanks for their kind mud wi/htmm 
^probation. Their tnaupogU ofjtff wmt 
xloubled, and eveiy ¥^*fang wmiamkt^ 
poD the house of FeroUOi 



/« 



lot THE TEtTDS OF 

aliort ttefita, riie was enaUed to joui liie 
small party assembled in the evening. 

The whole family emnlated each odier 
in kind attentions to their guest, assuritag 
hw that her &ther would soon anive; 
'< but for Pignatelli;' said the baran, "* I 
irmst lament the dise(pp<Hntment hewiD 
feel until his return to us, ttmt his gaflknt 
expedition should end in a voyage to 
Tunis and back.** 

•* The winds have so favoured VtttC 
said don Paolo, " that he may shortly I* 
expected again in Sdaeca.** 

Marguetita expressed her hopes that Hi 
kind exertions in her behalf would not 
expose him to any personal danger. 

To this Federico replied, that every 
precaution had been taken for his safety, 
and that judging frcftn himself and from 
his knowledge of Gaetano, he was sure 
his friend would consider the satis&etion 
of seeing her restored to her father, a$ 
sufHcient reccMnpence for any difSculties 
he might have to encounter. 
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The oaaversatioQ afterwards turned 
upon the conduct of Serxcan, who was the 
olgect of universal admiration. 

** The short interview,** observed the 
figiioni Landolini to don Giaoomo^ '^ which 
your ezcdlenza had with the faassa, dis^ 
jiajed the mare shewy fisatures of hu 
diaracter ; it required a helpless situation 
like my own to appreciate his gentler 
virtues : fiom the first hour of our meeting 
tin delivered to your diaige; his can^ and 
tenderness could not have been surpaasMi 
even by my dear fiither, nor his respectf uJ 
delicacy censured by the severest scru^ 
tiny" 

** You met the bassa in your way fnnn 
Malta, I think, signora?" 

** I was escaping fiom a peneeutaon,*' 
she replied, ^ equally unmerited and as- 
expected." 

<' Pardon me," said the baron; "" I did 
not wish to lead to any detail of your mis* 
fcNlunes, signora. Let us not raeall sudi 
uncomfortable events." He then, during 
the remainder of the evraing, directed the 
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few interviews, his vehement afiection an 
imprudence, and her extreme youth an 
inexperience, made her consent to dop 
with him ; and Vinoentio found he bii 
a wife to take care of, before he knew hoi 
to provide for himself He carried his Ixid 
immediately to a cassino he had hired ift i 
very small retired town on Etna^ where the 
remained, contrary to their fean «id tt 
pectations; mmidested by either hsBsStj 
The baron Landolini, knowing be cmA 
do nothing further for his son's advMitajgC 
felt that he had little right to add toU 
embarrassments ; and the lady's fhfjier, « 
she had not fimned a connexion WlM 
could disgrace his name, made a gtei 
merit of hi^ exceeding moderatioii, in al 
lowing them to quit the world by sad 
quiet means as srtarration, for nothii^ 
would ever induce him to assist them witi 
a single dollar. 

Vincentio, during the first few month 
of his married life, thought himself tiM 
happi^t of the happy. Tn his wlf^ Ik 
had beauty and gentleness; the cheer- 
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fiikwa cf extreme yoath, md estir? i<?* 
voticHi to and dependence on bifi"wei:i' 
nd even afterwards, thoagfa «fae ^ad 
be£n taught notfaiDg which coolc 
her a very nsefbl counMUor, or grvp 
much ooonge to bear 



-r 



never embitteted them to her hasfas&i br 
futile complaints ; and often bv her affec- 
tionate endeavours to dieer him, made 
him forgetall but his happiness in possess- 
ing her. Not long however did she five 
to enjoy or suffer with him ; tor in the 
second year of their marriage, in giving 
Inrth to a female infant, she expired. 

Had they possessed fortune suitable to 
their rank, and lived in the society they 
were bom in^ it is possible that Vincentio 
might have felt less acutely than he did 
the misery of losing her. There seemed 
to him a vacuum in life which noting 
oould ever filL She had suffered with and 
for him, and he was no longer certain tbeM 
was one who ever lamented his abeencs^ 
and rejoiced in his return, and who 
thought bekmging to him vras aknfr * 
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sufficient remuneration for every sacrifice. 
Suffering tries affection, and if it out- 
lives harassing disappointments, and the 
fi:^ting detail of perpetual privations and 
anxieties, it is safely to be trusted. 

For some months after the death of his 
wife, Vincentio could scarcely endure to 
see his child, or even to remain in his 
house. But what parent can resist the 
innocent smile with which opening per- 
ception illumines the countenance of an 
infant? and when time had a little sof- 
tened the character of his grief, and his 
person became known to his little Mar- 
guerita, her infantine endeavours to at- 
tract his notice, and the soft clasping of 
his fingers by her little hands, taught him 
he had still something to love. 

During the years of mere childhood he 
was often absent from her for months, on 
service, or otherwise engaged ; but found 
that each time he felt more interest in re^ 
turning. And by the time it was neces- 
sary to think of her education, he had de- 
termined not to part from her, except 
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as at twtiBt i he lad «si i-caen: md nr- 
patient oc cicnr',L 

was at ten 
herself than 
left her oonyent to bet At 

that age; Vnicentio fek fs ^ to 

bestow on bis sole remami tr ire 
advantages whidi he could tt give 
by himself, so far removed fr all 
ciety as Tre Castagne. He t cef 
moved with her to the neighlx rl 
Trapani, where he took a small 
a very retired situation near t 
Himself, his daughter, and two 
old servants, formed t e 

ment, and were as mxn 
could piovide fiir. 
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M a rg u e rite had alwajrs promiaed to be 
as lovdy in penon as had been bar no* 
ha^rjr mother; and at fifteen, itcertahdy 
did not require a fiitfaer^ parfeialifrf to 
think her surpassingly captivafcing^ What 
little society she had seen since she ctoas 
into the nca^bourbood of Tmpani (ani 
before she had seen none) was of the fint 
order; for besides don Vinoentia's natof^ 
rally-good taste, he felt an allotrable pride 
in taking all potsible care that his own 
imprudence should not tempt out of their 
lank any of his name and race ; and theie* 
fore it was, that Marguertta had perhi^ 
OKire strict ideas on the subject of birtb 
and fiunily, than many who^ from living 
where t ^ I es are nerer clues' 

ti , led to prize them 

I re ^ 

W that day were not in g^^ 

1 to reading, but Landolini 

in ret sment had been forced to books 

f y, codso]ation» and amusement; 

his igfater, naturally imitating the 

lype ti K> interested her, and having 
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certain that beautjr would never be a mis- 
fortune to her, as it had been to her mo- 
ther ; and beddes, in Catholic countries^ 
convents offer at all times safe and ho- 
nourable asylums to unprotected females. 
He took her sometimes to Trapani, where 
he had a few friends, whose praises and 
admiration of his child delighted him; 
but he always felt happy to bring her 
home again ; she was of too great value 
to be quite rational about 

Time rolled on quietly enough; doo 
Vinoentio had few cares, and no calami- 
ties ; and all his vivid feelings were cen- 
tered in his daughter, now just seventeea 

One morning he received a message, 
which made it necessary for him to go to 
Trapani ; and when he ordered his horses, 
Marguerita said— -^^ Take me with you, 
dear father ; I have not been out for an 
age.*^ 

" No, my love, you have not ; but I 
cannot take you to-day, for it is possible 
I may not return this evening, and I shall 
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kig to her attendnit sk ii^[li|» tfisk i 
would be usefesB to ait op longer ftr ht 
ftther, as it was mudi beyond his am 
hour of returning, when they heard \ 
violent ncuse at the entranoe of the houM 
like scuffling and altercation, and abm 
inunedUatdy a fiightful ahridk and th 
fUl of acme heavy weight Maria skM 
speechless and motionless; Matgiiaril 
flew to the door to attempt aecuriiig it 
but the whole alarm was so rapid, tfaaillfe 
had soaioely reached it, whenitvraa poaha 
open with such force as almost to thidi 
her down ; she caught by theneareatpiac 
of fumituM; and pale» breathless^ moA al 
most lifeless with tonor, saw three ftrc 
oioosJooking ruffians oiter the rbon 
They stared around them, apparently ver 
mudi disappointed at the appearances 
the apartmoit^ which presented nothi^ 
of value ; and began to utter, in thdr lingi 
Franca jaigon, furious imprecatiomi^pani 
theownerand his pov^ty, when aomeolM 
of seeiiiingly-*higher rank, entered m 
adnd what ihej had done? 
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faience, and muflling a Iwge dotk MtfMfld 
lier, spite of struggles, piiiy en, tnd thriAMi 
bore her to the shore. 
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^ It is a dark nighV' said one of the 
wretches ; ^ make a funeral pile for 
Cerberus there ; it will light us on board? 

The order was obeyed ; but Margue^ 
rita» on being taken from the hous^ kit 
all consciousness of her situation, and re- 
mained so for some time. When she r^ 
covered her recollection, she found b 
lying in the doak; the noise oveac 
head, the darkness and the pains in her 
limbs, from her previous fright and strug^ 
gles, were altogether so overwhelmiiif^ 
that she was near relapsing again into in- 
sensibility, when a man entered the cabin ] 
with a lamp and a cup. He approached 
her, lifted her up, and poured some wine 
down her throat, waited a moment or two 
to see tliat it revived her, and looking 
satisfied that death would not rob them of 
their prey at present, left the unhappy 
girl to darkness and her own reflecticms. 
She was now sufficiently recovered to re- 
member what had befallen her. With 
memoiy and thought came terror, fiur, fir 
beyond any thing she had known or fin- 
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fid; but when die diougfat of her fiidier 
ad faoB despak; die ibcgot henel£ and 
ive wmy to an agony of teus» 
D ay hgcak farou^t even to her aome 
dief ; she could loo titim the little cabin 
rindow, and hopm( to see some friendly 
uL fbqsot for a mon it the impossifatlitv 
f making any attempt to profit by it. 
be tried to think of what must be her 
KobaUe £ite; of what she ought to do 
md might say to induce the pirates to al- 
ow her father to ransom her. But still 
iD her thoughts were but excursions from 
one settled idea of intense misery* and 
dways ended in the same point — her 
bther, and his cheerless desolation. She 
Ittd never seen him otherwise than placid 
ind dignified, of course she could not re- 
collect his grief at her mother's death; 
tnd don Vincentio had been too deeply 
idiooled in adversity, to be discomposed 
^ trivial annoyances. Those who have 
hown real afflictions, arc alone able to 
give their due insignificance to trifles ; and 
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that Mai^odta had never seen her fiit 
under the influence of anj violent i 
ing, added to her ahum by the un 
tainty of how he might be afiected taj 
He waa atiU a young man, but anxi 
had undermined hit healths and he aeoi 
more than ten yeara older than he ra 
was. Should he sink under this blowr i 
leave her in the world alone ! for so 
thought must those feel who are conneo 
by no tie erf* affection with any feUc 
oreature. 

The idea was too terrible^ and it i 
almost a rdUef to see the darlucountenam 
being who attended with her food. £ 
knew that to injure her health would i 
be to increase her powers of actmg I 
thinking for herself, should oocasion ofl 
and therefore^ though she felt not qui 
appetite, and the viands were not vi 
tempting^ she forced herself to eat mi 
requisite, to support her atrengfth s 
qpirits. 

Whoi next any one enteiKd tkm eafe 
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bound? md wm mmrntmi m otmwatA, 
TonuL 

^ Tkn diwjv* Ae invuiiuitariljr esc* 
draned, * k to be Bif Utter paitiaB.* 

"^YnT Hid the MB, md departed. 

Wittoot cmplcijmicat ai aiiT kind, pent 
ap in her miKfihfe priMB, the dar seemed 
m ige cf soflierin^ ; md when ni^it again 
(■me, the m iMp i ftd hendf op in herdoak, 
aid hod down on her hard eoadi, deter- 
Bnned to aeekfer a fern hoots fbvgetfiil- 
Bw, and thrnkfol to Pmvidence I^Hit the 
ibjr had worn awaj m onlj paaaye suficr- 
tig; she thought of her distant and loved 
%tfier, and wept hosdf to repose. Weari- 
feasy of Bund and bodjr made her deep 
immdlj tin mcMrning, and die awoke re- 
Wohfld; hot was almoat inraiediatdy sen- 
iUt of having been roused fay e great in^ 
MMO of no«e over her head ; and a bemv 
Bent after, the disduurge of cannon diook 
iie vessel till it seemed sepaiatini^ and 
leariy deprived poor Marguerita of hat 
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senses. The firing became trem^idous tx^ 
her, and with little intermission. 

••Good Heaven,^' she thought, ''forwhSk 
am I resored T and in that hour of dimisif 
and loneliness, felt the support of the pm 
faith her father had inculcated, and rdied 
on Providence with the confidence of 
youthful belief and innocence. Seated on 
the fioor, in a comer of the cabin, with 
her hands now lifted to heaven, and now 
pressed to her head, to deaden the distnct- 
ing noise, she tried to prepare for the de» 
struction of the shallop, or her own liber* 
ation, with resignation to Him who cannok 
err. 

At last the heavy firing ceased albK 
gether, and from the violent noise of pe^ 
sons treading heavily and falling, with tkl 
dashing of arms on deck, she imaginel 
the vessel was boarded. The s 
seemed still obstinate, and the torment 
suspense to the lonely listener, whilst it 
lasted, was agonizing beyond all descripf 
tion. > 
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knights of St John of Jerusalem. 
Giuglio, our commander, is si; 
wounded, and cannot, I fear, coi 
you. Will you allow me to condtk 
M him ?^ 

- Marguerita was so happy to leai 
prison, that she did not hesitate a m* 
about following her young condueto: 
when sh^ came on deck, she was to 
fused to notice distinctly the vario 
j^s around her of dead and dying, 
would at another time have appall 
sehses. She was soon presented t 
Oiuglio, a strikingly-handsome ma 
kicking very faint from pain and 
blbod, and supported by those t 
him. 

' ^ See, here is a prize we have r 
from the corsair, sir. What a lucky 
I was to find her ! I am determined 
forth to search all ships, the very fir 
iMtit of boarding them." 

'* Hush, Sforza ! be quiet for on< 
you not see the commander is fain 
the lady frightened? — Sir," said the 
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loppy die ilKiaSd fat. 
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ttge from doD Giugfio d'Ajiiilitf, leqpxst- 
iwg to see her, with which ifae immedntehr 
oompbed. She fiiiiiid don Gw^lio on a 
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oouch^ looking tolerably'.fi«e.froin. pna 
He smiled as she approaehed» and add^ 
^ I must trust to my condition to make 
my apologies, signora, both for semB^ 
,for you now, and for the little attentioD 
I paid you on our first introduction.'* 

^ No apologies can be requisite to me^ 
signor; to you, perhaps," she said, "* I 
.ought to pay some compliments on your 
.victory, and thanks for my rescue ; biliC 
,;s|ie added, blushing, ** I have been littk 
^in the world, and my father always toU 
,me, that all knights of St. John were ho* 
fiiane, ^ and . that combat and victory are 
>vith them synonymous." 
; , ** Pray sit near me, and tell me who is 
the happy father, whose lessons of exqui- 
site flattery you have so well remem- j 
bered." 

" My father is the chevalier Vincentio 
I^andoliqi; in his absence the carmn 
brought me from the neighbourhood of 
Trapani." 

** Thither then, 1 suppose, signora, you 
ish to return. .J was desirous, as we are 



Lin^A AND VEMOLLO. 125 

SD near Malta, to know before oar land* 
log, what would most oontribute to your 
oomfort ?" 

** To be sent instandj to suspeod Ha 
vudety my poor fiither must ieeL" 
'. ** I am sorry not to be aUe to take jou 
ioimediately home; but to go into a Siei* 
lisn'port would be agaimt my present m^ 
itructions ; therefore we must go to Maha 
with the prize. But I am sure the grand 
liiaster's kindness of heart woukl induce 
Mm^ if there was no vessel bound for i>i^ 
^, to equip one on puipose;^ rather tbao 
leCain you under such ciicumsta&ces.^ 

Maigueiita lodged the thanks whitdb blie 
zould not utter for these eneciuragiijg a.v 
surances ; and D'Aguilar thought l>e iosA 
never seen any creature so lovdy. 

A few hours sail brought tljem into the 
harbour, under the walls of fort 8t An- 
gelo. The illustrious La Valetta had not 
jret inmuM-talized the scene. The white 
rocks were uneonsdous of the majestic and 
impregnaUe finrtifications, which were soon 
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which she had at first bear overpowen 
in language refined and elegant; 1 
Inrth and education were stamped on en 
word and action ; whilst don G^ugliogaz 
in admiration and delight, and lament 
his present helplessness the more, as 
prevented hi» taking personal charge of] 
beautiful prot^g^ in landing. 

As the knights had no establishment 
their own, he bad sent ashore immediate 
for pennksion from the grand mastcnr 
remain daring his illness -at the house 
a widowed sister. The reque&t had be 
granted, and he was conveyed thither 
a litter, Marguerita fcdlowing, escort 
by Enrico Sforza, whose spirits were abc 
on a par with her own ; but she nevi 
theless felt no small share of embam 
ment and alarm, at being thus left to t 
humanity of strangers, and for the fi 
time to her own guidaiKS. 

Arrived at the house of the maidK 
Villagiusta, she was made as easy as t 
most perfect hospitality and polished e 
gance of manners on the part of her bi 
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»uld make her. The marchesa ynts 
years older' than D'AguOar, ah'd 
handsome enotigh to be taken for 
ter, but still resembling him iii- 
nance and manners ; she seemed i 
8 beyond measure about his wouh(%' 
K>lc^zed to Marguerita for paying 
attention at first to him ; ** but in- 
she said, '* I have been so long 
rom my family, that liia coming is 
fat I hardly know how to enjoy 
Jy." 

w hours rest was absolutely necec- 
don Giuglio, after the fatigue of 
-; and to the marchesa Margiie- 
plained at length the occa«ion liC 
passing vn her ho<pitality, and in- 
bow soon she was lik 
inoe to Sicily, as c^ery t 
nee mate painful to ft 
1 aocouEt and t 
i vind ii «o Stn 
ling to $ii;£[-i 
31 je f^sui^ea. I • 




i^M ; but I kna^e the momait il. ii^ fiui 
some Q^eftM of sendu^ you safely maf b 
snanged; in the. meani tkn^ aanp effqi 
of youia can change the direotion in wMd 
it blows, pray be aa happy aa yon eatt 
you must h^ me to amuse and keqp^ hi 
my brother's spirits* who^ unless he is v^ 
much altered of late^ will not be vet) 
patient un^ confinement.'' 

Nimierous visitors cffled in* theeowsi 
of the afternoon to pay thdr compfimenti 
to the marchesa, to inquire Sifter Agam 
d'A^piilar; and perhaps a few m^th 
curious to see the beautilttl captive he hac 
rescued ironic tlie Tunisian. 

The marefaesa's house was evident^ th 
resort of all the gayest society in Malts 
but a very small jHropOTtion were ladies 
and that certMnly not the one best likat 
by the mistress of the house* who op&aii 
professed a preference for the ccmversatiQi 
of geiitleinen, and afieeted to treat as sill] 
prejudices the opinions of those who van 
tured to intimate that a young and rid 
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wUbw had better live more among her 
own sex, and the grave rather than the 
gay of the other. 

*♦ I bad quite enough of formality, age, 
and decorum, in the marehesaVillagiusta,'* 
she always said ; <« and as I married liim 
to please my father by being rich, it 
would be very hard indeed if I might not 
qpend the fortune thus acquired, in the 
way I like best There is no danger now 
c^my committing any great folly, since 
I was so reasonable at sixteen." 

. It would have been very useless to tell 
the lively marchesa, that habits of obe- 
dience may be the cause of acting more 
prudently under a father's eye at sixteen, 
than by our own guidance at thirty. Ac- 
cording to her determination to do as she 
liked, so she lived. No one, as she her- 
tdf asserted, could say any harm of her. 
She might have gone further perhaps; 
few tliought any. She was pablidy well 
received every whwe, and the idol of all 
tbooe who preferred the splendour of her 
sfyle of living, the fascination of her maru 
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ners, and the easy independence of her' 
opinions, to the more safe but less attnuv 
tive society of those graver matrons, who 
were but little seen in her circles. On the 
whole, she was by no means the person to 
whom the prudent affection of Vincaitio 
Landolini would have entrusted his beau* 
tiful child. 

In the evening, the marchesa very un-- 
ceremoniously dismissed her guests^ say- 
ing, she must pass an hour or two with 
her brother. On entering his apartment, 
they found him feverish, and out of 
spirits. 

" The signora Landolini has been too 
captivating to allow you to think of me,*» 
he said ; " however, thank you for brii^« 
ing her at all." 

*^ I dai*e say we should have found each 
other very captivating indeed by this 
time, if we had been indulging in a tHe^ 
iiU ever since we left you; but we have 
been much better employed, in receiving 
the adoration of twenty cavaliers; so pray 
be very agreeable and grateful, my dear 
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>rother, ta rccompense u& ibr leaving 
them" 

** And does the signora Landolini tbihk 
liie adoration of the crowd so aBuring ?'*' 
asked Giuglio, looking with an earnest- 
ness of delight he took little care to can^ 
real on the surprised Marguerka, who, 
a good deal discomposed by a species of 
admiration so entirely'new to her, replied 
— ** That she had too little knowledge of 
die pleasure derived from a numerous so- 
dety, to form any distinct idea of its; 
value." 

** I do not wonder that the cavalier 
Landolini should guard you carefully. I 
think, were I possessed of such a gem, I 
should be jealous of every one who beheld 
it, lest they should estimate its value as 
highly as^ myself* 

** It is fortunate then, my dearGiuglio,'* 
said the marchess, " for some fair dame, 
that your vows put it out of your power 
to play the tyrant." 

*• Why, Violante, is not the devotion 
and love of one unchanging hearty better 
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than the empty admiration of the multi* 
tude r 

^^ Ye8» I suppose it might be ; but some- 
how or other, hearts are terribly apt to 
cbaiage ; and if the price I was to pay fer 
such a lover-husband was to be having 
him for my gaoler, I should heartily wish 
him in a comf<n'table state of indifierence.'' 

^ Are such your opinions^ uffkoiBiT 
said Giuglio^ looking at Marguerita. 

'* I have scarcely an opinion on the sub- 
jeet, si^or; but I should suppose the 
approbation of her husband very essential 
to the h^^piness of a female ; and that 
treating a wife like a suspected prisoner, 
was a bad way of gaining her affection." 

" Oh, but you are taking my expres- 
sions in a light I did not quite intend ; 
affection naturally indulges its object to 
its utmost power," 

" Yes, signor, rational affection ; but 
that is inconsistent with jealousy ; because 
it could not exist without confidence and 
i^ ►ect.'* 

^ Como^n sense^ my d?ar Giugliq^" 
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havock with your roaunee.* 

** I hepe the wiad will Axioge by to- 
monow,'** SMcL MaigHerita, looldng from 
tke»wkidow ; ** if my firther did hut koMr 
of my m&tf, I should not he so anxioiii.*' 

** In a few houn^'' mid D^Aguilar, ^ aie 
you 8oim|iatieBt to leave ut?"* 

^ If I were not, df^nor, I should he 
quite unwrathy die kindnew of the mar* 
diem and yoarBel£* 

To diaiige the sulyeet, and amuse her 
guest and the invalid, doma Viohote sent 
for her lote^ and sang to it» till it was time 
to sepamte for the night, wfaidi each was 
glad to do. The mardiesa, notwithstand- 
ing her afiecdon for her hrother, and bar 
good humour towards her young prot^gi^ 
might have passed an evening more to her 
taste. 

Maiguerita was thoroughly tired of the 
various exertions her spirits had supported 
during the day; and Giugtio was most 
hiamabty indulgi^ his adnumtion forher» 
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to a degree that already made every thng 
else irksome to him. 

- Little accustomed at any thne to ^ 
bounds to his feelings, he had become a 
knight of Str John in a fit Of despur, \» 
• cause some one he had fancied himseK- 
everlastingly in love with, had married 
'another, and his father, count d^Aguilarr 
felt greatly relieved by his so doing, and 
considered him tolerably safe from any 
additional folly of the sort, and admirably 
provided for, as he had three brothers^ 
older than himself. 

Giuglio however soon forgot hislover 
in the variety of scenes in which his new 
profession threw him ; and poor Maigue- 
rita seemed likely to be the innocent 
cause of making him heartily repent his 
vows. 

The next morning she found the wind 
stiU strong against all departures ; and day 
after day for a fortnight brought the same 
disappointment. Poor Marguerita tried^ 
to bear it patiently,^ and to be cheerful^ 
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mder her anxiety; but her efforts were 
Aeii vain, and she retired to give relief 
her distress by tears. She was^ as we 
lave said; rational in an uncommon de* 
^ee for her ag^ ; but she was only seven* 
Ben; and a more perplexing situation to 
young girl can hardly be imagined than 
lie was placed in ; away even from the 
nly country she had ever known, with- 
lit any guide, and obliged to entire 
TBngers for protection^ and even the very 
leaiis of subsistence, and that too under 
ircumstances which made receiving them 
ill more distressing. 

The unthinking and impetuous Giuglio 
'as in a &w days so madly in love, that 
ren her extreme modesty and dignified 
lanners could not prevent his openly ex- 
ressing it on every occasion, and perse- 
liing her with the most passionate la* 
lentations on his own thraldom. Whilst 
e was confined to a couch, she could some- 
mes avoid him ; but to add to her dis« 
ess, he was soon able to move about the 
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h&um^ and then sba eeuld: acaveely even 
eaeape from his punuit, and glowing ex- 
prossioiiis of delight at her presence. 
' AocustcNned to-consid^ him as. her pie* 
server front slavery^ she yielded to ank^ 
Sbooent desire to testify hn" gratitude^ by 
every exertion in: her power to amuse and 
xidieve the invalid; whose sofifering she 
almost Mt wq» for herself without efver 
dx)eaming that she was encouraging a 
fbmtie degiiee. o£ affection in ZHAgnilac fep 
her^ and a tenderness in herself likeljF! at 
least not to add to her happiness. 

One evening she had been singing by 
bitf oouch^, and. when she liod down her 
lute» and looked towai^ds him> his eyes 
W€re fixed on her with an expression of 
such ardent lov^ tliat she sat confiised 
and silent Giuglio had carried her htmd 
to his lips before she could thinks and» co* 
vered with blushes, she rose to depart; 
when an old knight who stood by, but 
quite unthooght of by either party, said 
in a grave vcace—**^ My young friend, you 



e makiDg your YOWs^inCo heavier diains 
lan you rescued that too beautiful crea- 
us from ; beware in time r 
jKbu^gueiita fdt &int and sick for a mo- 
Mit; but she had not erred: wilfuUjr, 
■d the wmning was sufficient; she was 
ihamed of the few tealrs- that would fiiU 
a her cheeka; but from that moooent the 
lusion was past, and she gai^ik^ rio iar- 
Ult encouragement to the mooe culpable 
fAguilar. 

In. a few days he was well enough to 
Bar an increase of sodeiT; and the mar- 
^ »eeived her evening gueste in hi3 
MTtment; by this meana he could judge 
I Margumta in another light, than eith^ 
captive whom his bravery had set free, 
s El female empk^ed where woman's 
mtle and unassuming talents are apt to 
e most appreciated, in soothing the irri- 
ition of suffering, or enlivening the 
eariness of confinement 

In polished and cheerful society she at* 
■acted, without the slightest effort on her 
urty the attention of all Her naturally* 
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good understanding, deared of prejucBc^ 
and cultivated by her father, seeooed 
more than commonly great; while her 
strikingly noble and elegant manners wci^ 
sure to charm those who could not judge 
of her mind. The sense of pleasing gsve 
new animation to her beauty,, and 6iuglk> 
gazed and listened, till he forgot all the 
world besides. 

'. 'It was in yain she argued on the &lly 
of his love, and was indignant at his 
daring to exprera it ' He agneed to all she 
advanced, and .loved her the more for her 
reason and her anger. Every day mafc 
her feel her situation niore irksome and 
more improper. She felt herself insulted 
by his professions, and distressed by the 
air of hopeless wretchedness he assumed 
when compelled to silence. Even in com*' 
pany she could not shake off his persecute 
ing attention; for it is easy to make a 
young woman seem so entirely the prcK 
perty of one person, that no one else ven- 
tures to pay her the least attention. 
3be complained at last to the marehesi^ 
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fbo oiil3i:.l&ughed,:and .toldih^' it was a 
]atter.t>f' course, for Giuglio .to be in love 
dfh a beautiful girl. he had rescued f|x>m 
^J^ ; and that to be in love was, witli 
ii0h violent and. rqmantic people as him, 

> be Cofnpli^tely disagreeable; that he 
new very well, if he chose to be reason- 
ble for a moment, that his father would 
ae all the influence he possessed to pre- 
ent his procuring a dispensation from his 
ows, as he considered them the only 
ifeguard his family had over his furious 
nd ungovernable passions. — " My dear 
oung friend," she continued, " pray listen 

> his vagaries quietly ; it is the only way 
9 keep him in any sort of bounds whilst 
ou are here. And when you are gone, 
le will in course be violently miserable 
Mr a time, then interestingly melancholy, 
nd then recover. So pray do not let him 
(lake you uneasy, and this adverse wind 
annot last much longer." 

Notwithstanding the light way in which 
jonna Violante treated the matter, Mar- 
;uerita felt that it was not rights tucvd iVv^X 
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she ought to be protected fiT>m meh a 
ooatmned' outrage to har ddkaoy. Sar 
^respect for her gay hostess deelkied m 
eonsequenoe, and «fae determined, as sws 
jas the wind was h», to aUow notUn; 
to detain her^acby longier in JMaka. 
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CHAPTER V. 

t 

La doalear qui consume n'^clate pas. Geklis. 

After more than a fortnight of continued 
dittppointment, from the wind remaining 
In the same quarter, Marguerita had the 
liappiness to perceive, on rising in the 
noming, that it had changed ; in an in-* 
slant she forgot all the delay, and was in 
imagination, already on her way to Sicily. 
She was met by the marchesa with a 
cheerful smile of congratulation, and gay 
complaints that the very wind conspired 
Against her pleasure, by setting free her 
lovely captive ; " and I fear,** she added, 
*when you reach your father, your re- 
membrance of me can be only connected 
ynih the anxiety you have constantly snfl 
Ared, from the beginning of our acquain- 
tance, till, I was going t0 8ay,lV^^^^\ 
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but I will hope, as you are young, and I 
am not very old, we shall meet again. 
But hush ! here comes Giuglio ; put cff, 
I conjure you, a little of that brilliant 
animation at the prospect of leaving him, 
or we shall be favoured with a scene in his 
deepest style of tragedy.— Now, mjxieu 
brother," she said, as he entered, ** we 
must exert ourselves to perform an act of 
most romantic self-denial, for we must 
hasten from us our charming friend ; by 
the regret we shall feel at parting from 
her, we may imagine how dreadful her 
Other's anxiety must be in his uncertainty 
ait her fate." 

Marguerita's feelings were, by the hope 
of seeing her father, by Giuglio's air ol[ 
wretchedness, and the marchesa's kindness 
of manner, roused to such a state of a^; 
tation, as made it impossible for her to; 
articulate; and she hid her face on the* 
shoulder of the marchesa, who stood with; 
oi arm round the waist of her prot^g^* 

lile she used the other in animated ges*; 
ures to illustrate her discourse. t 
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Giuglio had thrown himself on a owdx 
rithout speaking ; the most violent fi^t 
Qg seemed to shake his who^ frame ; ^nd 
it last, clasping his hands to his bead» ^% 
f bis senses were forsaking him, he said-p^ 
^ Jf she will condemn me to madness by 
pHOgf she must, but I cannot s^d bar.'' 

Marguerita lifted up her headt wd re^ 
ilied — ** Surely, signor, you will notibv** 
sit the word of honour you pledged to 
end me in safety to my father; purely 
rou will not emulate the inhumanity of 
he pirate, who tore me from him ! you 
rould not, you dare not, disgrace your 
«der by detaining me an instant ! I have 
rusted, notwithstanding your ungenerous 
icrsecution on a subject upon which you 
ipedally ought to have been silent, thut 
rJien the time did come for actings you 
nmld act honourably •'" 
'^ And did you trust me ? did you place 
gpfidence in me? I will not disappoint 
PW, I will not give you cause to hate 
Be. I will go instantly and see what is 

VOL. IL H 
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to be done, lest I again lose the power 
acting as I ought" 

For some hours Giuglio did not 
and when he did, the information 
brought was any thing but sadsfi 
no vessel of any sort would sail for Si 
for two or three days ; the grand 
was prevented, by reasons quite inoom 
hensible to poor Marguerita, from se: 
a galley on purpose ; and, in short, 
appeared no reinedy, and she must wait 
few days, or perhaps even a week. Lon 
it could not be, Giuglio said, and he 
secured her a passage in the very first 
veyance. 

In proportion as she had been happy t 
few hours before, she was now miserafaki^ 
and for some time neither attempted 
restrain or conceal her tears. The rnu^ 
chesa and her brother said every thing 
they could think most likely to oonsok 
her ; and while, on the one hand, the mar- ' 
chesa entreated her not to let her apiiito 
sink at the delay of a few days only, CK- ' 
uglio implored that she would not destroy 
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more than suspected, still she never die 
to know positively, that in herlNX>tiie 
will alone existed the causes of delay ; ai 
if she ever troubled herself to think abe 
the matter, it did not appear to her th 
a week or two, more or less, could be 
ccMisequenoe to tonnent a person whc 
name was all she knew of him, and thei 
fore she was gay and charming as evi 
tiiough accessary to the direct misefj 
others. 

One morning, to her constant questk 
of— •• Can 1 not go to-day ?* the mi 
diesa answered — " Iftlie report I hear 
true, all the galleys in the grand maste 
possession could not set you safely on tl 
Sicilian shores ut present."* 

** What is that, signora?" 

** Why that Serican, the famous Tur 
ish admiral, of whom you have heard sw 
terrific tales, under the name of II Giudc 
now keeps these seas with nearly thit 
sail, and nothhig can stir in or out ti 
poit whilst this blockade lasts."* 

M^guerita crossed her arms tightly < 
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ber bosom to repress the agony she* felt» 
iod left the apartment. On reaching her 
(Mm diamber, she walked up and down 
for soode time, unable even to think. At 
IflDgth becoming more composed) she safe 
dawn to endeavour to determine what sba 
ought to do; to remain Icmgev in her pre^ 
tent situation she knew was at all events 
wrongs and therefore determined not to 
do so ; and yet she thought, '' if this report 
it really true, I have waited too. long to 
venture now ; surely the marchess, camiot 
here lent herself to assist her brother^a 
disgraceful frenzy in detaining me«" She 
knew that to speak to any of the guests 
would be difficiQt, and she was uncertain 
that any of them would interest them- 
selves for her, if she eould find an oppor- 
tunity ; to attempt corrupting the servants 
was dangerous, and besides, her early ha- 
bits of hmiour and dignity rendered the 
idea disagreeable to her : the only person 
whom she ever saw, and to whom she felt 
aUe to apply, was the venerable Vauvil- 
liera^ the old knight who had so oppor- 
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tunely cautioned her against the allure- 
ments cyf Giuglio, and had at all times 
shewed an interest in her welfare ; could 
she but find an occasion to communicate 
her distressing situation to him^ she felt 
ocHivinoed that he would at least advise 
her how to proceed. 

To effect this purpose, she wtote on a slip 
of paper, ** Find an opportunity for me to 
speak to you unheard by any but your- 
self;** and concealing it about her person, 
anxiously waited for a day or two befbre 
the cavalier made his appearance. Giuglio, 
as usual, kept by her so immoveably, that 
she began to despair of escaping his no- 
tice for a moment, when fortunately a 
messenger arrived from the grand master, 
requiring his immediate attendance. 

D*Aguilar did not appear very much 
pleased at the summons, which however 
he was obliged to obey, and endeavoured 
in vain to persuade Vauvilliers to accom- 
pany him. 

After his departure more visitors ar 
rived, and the knight approached to talk 
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vnth Marguerita, who, when she saw the 
oiarcbesa fully engaged, said in a low 
voice, that she had something she wished 
to ask him, if he could find an opportunity 
unobserved by the party. This he soon 
did, and she inquired if it was true that the 
Turkish admiral blockaded the harbour ? 

** Perfectly so, signora,** he replied. 

" Then Heaven must be my protec- 
tion,^, she* exclaimed, '^ for here I cannot 
stay. I am placed in a most embarrassing 
utuation, and slight as is my acquaintance 
with you, signor, yon are the only person 
on whom I can rely, or of whom I can 
venture to ask a favour. Will you ? — ^but 
first tell me, has any vessel sailed for Sicily 
since I came here ?" 

^ Numbers ; and strange have I thought 
it that you availed yourself of none of' 
them to return." 

** You might wonder, indeed,** she said ; 
** I have been most unhandsomely de- 
tained, and deceived by the manoeuvres of 
don Giyglio d'Aguilar, and the careless . 
indifference of the marchesa Villagiusta. ,, 
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Ixmger, I again repeat, I ought not, I 
muBt not remain here ; will you aid me 
to escape ?" 

^ I will certainly do every thing in my 
power ; but you will tell me how you vf\A 
I shall act ; shall I state the case to the 
grand master, or remonstrate privately 
with D*Aguilar upon the inhumanity and 
impropriety of his conduct ?•• 

** Remonstrances/* replied Marguerita, 
** would, I fear, only produce new strati- 
gems to detain me ; and I would not for 
the world injure either don GiugKo or hii 
sister, or involve trim in any thing un- 
pleasant with the grand master; though I 
must escape fVom them now, I can ndvtt 
forget the kindness I have really received 
from them ; under these circumstances, the 
rhore quietly we act the better.** 

Vauvillicrs still urged the plan he had 
at first proposed, as the most rational and 
practicable. — If D*AguiIar, he said, after 
his remonstrances, still detained her under 
any pretext whatever, it would \m pinoper 
to apply to tlie grand master^ which mig^ht 
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the repugnance of Marguerita to allow 
him to apply to the superior power was 
not to be overcome, and he feared she 
might be driven to ask aid from othen 
who would not be so faithful to her con- 
fidence. — " If I can find any body," he 
said at length, ^' venturous enough to put 
to sea in the night, and endeavour to pass 
in the dark through the Turkish fleet, 
dare you accompany them ? and can you 
escape from this house unperceived P'' 

** For my own resolution I can an- 
swer : the window of my apartment is not 
too high to escape from, and any one who 
would undertake the enterprise, my fa- 
ther would reward to the utmost of his 
ability. And now we had better separate, 
for fear of observation ; as soon as you 
have any information, write it to me, and 
I will take care to find you the means of 
giving me the paper." 

In a few -days Vauvilliers called agaui 
at the marchesa's. Giuglio was in . the 
room, and, as usual, kept so dose to Mar- 
guerita, as to render it impos^ble for her 
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to exdumge a whisper with any one un- 
heard hy himself, when Enrico Sfor^ one 
of the young officers belonging to the 
gaUey under the command of D'Aguilar, 
arriyed. 

" The grand master," he said, " will re- 
quire your attendance this evening, and 
we shall, I hope, be soon again in search 
of adventures, signor. Serican cannot 
IcMDg keep the seas, and every one knows 
your impatience to be in action." 

** Then every one knows more than I 
do^" said D' Aguilar ; ^^ I abhor the idea 
of motion, and would willingly resign any 
command, however tempting, which could 
be offered me." 

•* How unfortunate !" said Sforza ; ** for 
it was only this morning, I understand, 
that great interest was made to induce the 
grand master to send you to Barcelona, 
and from thence to Madrid, to bring back 
the emperor's concession of this island to 
the OTder; you wiU perhaps be delayed 
some months in Madrid ; but your newly- 
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iKl^fafed taste for nep ( and inactiim wiH 
^m*e be iDduiged.to its utmosf* 

'^ The grftud master migbt surely find 
some messenger better fitted tx> the oflBos^* 
observed D'Aguilar. 

*' So thought several ill-Asposed per- 
sons," said Sforza ; ** but your friend^ 
rignor, have triumphed, and I understand 
you will be summoned to-night to seodve 
your first instructions." 

D'Aguilar seemed rxmxSBk cut of hu- 
mour, and being entirely off his guard, 
Vauvilliers took an opportunity, during 
tiie conversation, to desire Marguerita to 
be in her balcony alone, at the time the 
rosario sounded on that evening. To this 

she could only give a silent assent, and 
although she anxiously wished another 
moment's conversation, the vigilance of 
Oiuglio rendered it impossible. 

The day seemed longer even than any 
Marguerita had yet known in Malta ; she 
watched the course of the sun with inde^ 

ribable impatience. Don GiugUo had 
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kept lier froBi nSmiNsr ker fiffaer^ bsx» 
km. and doF-nng B»^. Wtaw«« 
betheeyentof lier kii e niew dik eramng, 
die knew not, bat lioped llMt anoK 
haa been dcviied fajr whin fheRiight 
cqie finm her preMst |iua e m tion am 
dutien. 

As dhe tfaooght on the I'lttiii i it<ticy> in 
wlneh flhe was p h we d , she felt mciurMl 
with a lesolation wMdi would enaUo her 
to brave every danger, with a pro«pMt fnt 
drfffvnmce from thsaldrom. Ihit whni 
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she first heard the voice of the cavalier 
beneath her window^ and the bells from 
the neighbouring churches announced the 
kmg-expected moment, she became inca- 
pable of either speech or action, luid un- 
able to move from her chain Again she 
heard herself named in a gentle tone^ and 
by a violent exertion hastened into the 
balcony. 

'* I have but a desperate remedy to 
offer, lady," said Vauvilliers ; ** and can 
scarcely think that you will hazard it."* 

" Any thing," replied Marguerita, ** that 
my strength can enable me to bear, I shall 
gladly undertake ; tell me what it is ?" 

** The only vessels which leave the 
island are small scampavias, which occa- 
sionally endeavour to communicate with 
Cape Passaro ; one sails, I understand, to- 
night, and I am perfectly prepared to at- 
tend you ; but surely it will be better to 
wait some more favourable opportunity, 
and claim the protection of the grand 
master.** 
'' Your kind and generous ofier, signor. 
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I mast dedhie; bat it most dam mj 
eternal gratitode ; it wooU be a oscfesa 
troable, and no aafeguaid to me 6om tibe 
dangers of tiie ocean. Heaven will be my 
gaide and my protectioD, and aofiely con- 
fiding in sadi supfiort, I would not lose 
the present time, wfaidi offisrs unusual &- 
dlities; themardiesa is at Civita Vediia, 
and don Giuglio from home — let me in* 
stantly escape." 

** Alone and unattended, my child, 1 
cannot let you go; it would be a breach 
of every law of humanity, a vicdation ci 
every injunction of our order; my life 
shall gladly be resigned in your service, 
but I cannot abandon you, on the wide 
seas, to no other protection than the boat- 
men who navigate the frail bark in which 
we shall be obliged to venture." 

Marguerita still persisted in dedining his 
oBered attendance, urging its inutility, and 
her repugnance to make any one the com- 
panion ofher flight; but it was in vain, Vau- 
villiers refused to aid in the fulfilment of her 
wishes, unless she accepted his escort, and 
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ing to depart; wlieii her efmiesl 

ion and tears induced him to 19- 

n; 1 dly^ by her proteatatiiii 

t si w I sted endoawHur t* 

me m to convey hfir 

OYer, i uced to giye his B^oat aik 

eoi at that die should depart 

t t him ; and left her for att houTf f^ 

make such few arrangements for her com* 

fort as the bark would admit, rrnmifMif 

to return at the expiration o( that time^ 

and if she still maintsdned her reaohitioi^ 

to conduct her on board ; at the aame time 

exhorting her to consider the dangers to 

which she would be exposed, without a 

friend to aid and protect her. 

As soon as the knight had departed, 

Maiguerita sat down to write her farewdl 

to the n chesa and her brother; in wiiidi 

t iked them for the kind protection 

t r 1 afforded her, and lamented the 

s j had been compelled to adopt ; a 

fedi of regret passed over her mind as 

f up this i^ort adieu. She ww 

ite obligaticms both to the 



of Gu^jfio^ ^vfaen be 
pfantes^ with Ide 
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WW bound; and the iA m ■■iwliiaiflf 
deeper legmt, at tbe idea eif Bsasog bin 
DO mot^ fban the bad befeivtfaaagbt pos- 
aiUe; but tbe lemembnoioe of ber&ther 
fisKiUy letamed, woi. with it Ifae *'^^^— 
ef dety and deeomn re-oecopied ber 
heart. 

£xeept the diean die ivuic, all tbe 
j^esents of tbe TrnttcbesB, die depodted 
upon tbe eoud, and wrapph^ a thick 
ten around her, knelt m snppUcation to 
tbe Virgui, for the strength and protection 
flbe so needed in her present hour of trial. 
Tbe evening had dosed in when VauTiK 
liers returned, and infiMtned her that he 
bad provided for her such accommodation 
as the miserable vessel afforded ; that the 
padrone was a man of respectable chHnir-* 
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ter, and willing to receive her on board; 
but at the same time, he said, he oouU 
not advise the dangerous experiment, na 
feel happy at the idea of her departun 
without his protection. 

Marguerita however was resolved upoK 
encountering every difficulty, and firm ii 
her refusal of his attendance, awards thai 
should her fears allow her to involve ano 
ther in any misfortune which might be& 
her, it would add to her sorrows, anc 
could be no means of safety. The windon 
of her chamber was only a short distanoc 
Scorn the ground, which she easily reached 
with the assistance of her companion. 

On her way to the boat, she could not 
but reflect that she was leaving a kind and 
hospitable roof, to commit herself to the 
hands of strangers, and men by nature 
and habit rude and uncultivated ; that she 
was voluntarily about to venture in a fiwl 
bark, upon a midnight sea, and to ex- 
plore her way through a fleet of hostile 
infidels ; she shuddered at her own teme 
rity, and might have listened to her fears 
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With a faeny hent, lAo- amidKr fruit- 
len attempt toavereome her lepagzumoe to 
Ub aooompmying her, VaarilberB handed 
the fidr fhgitiTe on board, and giving her 
a large doak to wr^i her fixxn the night 
ur, deeply lamented the danger and in- 
Donvenienoe to which she was exposed, 
imploring with fervent devotion the prcw 
taction and the blessing of Heaven upon 
tier. 

Maiguerita, with tears, repeated her 
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thanks for his kindnesi^ and wr8]^|mig the 
doak around her, seated herself with pa- 
tiait resignation beneath the slight od- 
vering provided for her. 

** By daybreak to-morrow, lady,** said 
the padrone, ** we shall see the shores of 
Sicily. The wind is fair, and the VirgiB 
will defend us from II Giudeo and his 
galleys." 

He released the chain whidi held tiie 
vessel to the rock. . VauviUiefS repeated 
his prayers for her security, and the shore 
began to recede from her sight through 
the gloom of night 

The moon rose late from the bosom of 
ocean, and its face was continually CDva^ 
ed by the clouds which flitted ovar ; the 
song of the boatmen ceased soon after they 
had left the land, and silently they pro* 
ceeded through the dashing waves, leA 
any of the blockading squadron should be 
attracted by the sound of their voices. 
The sail was also taken down, to avcud the 
danger to which they might have been 
exposedt by the gleams of the moon bebig 
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The prayers of the boatmen were audi- 
ble» and the fair companion of their jour- 
ney joined fervently in their petitfons. 
The cloud soon flitted again from the de- 
scending orb, but its light still shewed 
them enough of their impending danger. 

** Had we been one hour later," said the 
sailor, " we had escaped from slavery .*• 

" They have not descried us yet," said 
the padrone ; ** put the boat about, and 
stand off a while ; the moon will soon go 
down, and we may escape." 

Another friendly cloud shrouded them 
again in darkness ; but when it had passed 
over, they saw themselves cut off from 
retreat by an intervening galley. The 
moon shone brightly from its temporaiy 
screen. Marguerita saw with breathless 
terror the white sails spotting the ocean 
around them. 

** A miracle alone can save us," cried 
the padrone. 

'* My father ! oh my father !" was the 
last thought of which the afflicted girl was 
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ffiscious. A bright flarii fiom dienenett 
illey, and the thunder whidi followed, 
inounced that they were seen and hafled. 
he boatmen ahandcHiing their oars, gave 
lemselyes ap to prayers and lamenta- 
HDS, and the bark floated at the matey 

the waves. The rushing of the ap- 
oadiing vessel throu^ the waters, as she 
shed the foaming spray around her, was 
unding in the ears of the tenified Mal- 
se, imd with an involuntary obedience 
ey caught a rope thrown to them, and 
ere received on board their captors. The 
hole party were ordered on the dedc of 
le galley, and with a scream of terror, 
:cited by the grasp of a dark and tur- 
ined sailor, Marguerita fainted, and was 
r some time unconscious of her hapless 
satiny. 

When she awoke, it was without any 
membrance of the scene in which she 
id been involved, but with a heavy sen- 
ition of misery upon her spirits. The 
rat object which attracted her attention 
as a tdl majestic figure who appeared to 
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be regarding her with the deepest interait 
aod anxiety. 

^ Be under no alarm, my child*" bt 
said ; *^ you are with finends, who wiB 
render you every kindness and Mmut- 
anoe." 

Mai^eritB raised herself from the n^ 
dining posture in which she was support- 
edy and looking at the person in whose 
arms she rested, she saw again a dadc 
African countenance, oversliadowed by a 
turban, and clasping her hands before her 
eyes, mth a thrilling shriek, relapsed inte 
insensibility. 

Awakening from this second fidntiqg^ 
she saw the padrone of the boat in wfaioh 
ske left Malta, whose countenmee was 
now distorted by so ludicrous a mixture 
of terror and compassion,- as would at any 
otiier time have excited mirth; 

^ Viva, madama !" said he^ aeeing hsr 
eyes undose ; ^ for the love of San Fran- 
eisoo di Padua, recover, and saFe nvn 
Itves."* 

*" Be BUfiDt,''mti ihe pemm lAte 1m4 
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before noticed, ** and allow the kdy to re- 
cover. You are with friends, signora," he 
added ; ** why thus distress yourself with 
gpxnindless t^rors?'' 

** I though t,'V said Marguerita, "we had 
been captured by Serican*" 

The p«*scMi to whom she spoke smiled, 
and replied-—** You have only exchanged 
your method of conveyance, signora, and 
shall be landed in Sicily as soon as an 
opportunity occurs; at present compose 
your spirits; the night is far advanced, en- 
deavour to get some rest ; we will retire, 
and if you wish for any thing in our power, 
it shall instantly be supplied**' 

*• Tell me where I am, and with whom,** 
said Marguerita. 

** You are on board a vessel which of- 
fers better accommodation than the one 
you left, and shall be restored to your 
friends as soon as possible," said the gen- 
tleman ; ** endeavour, my child, to take 
the repose you need, and trust to my as- 
mrances of safety and protection." 

VOL. II. I 
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She looked at the person who addre 
her; there was something in his mai 
and appearance which inspired confide 
but the terrified aspect of the Maltese 
he left the cabin^ and an indistinct 
membrance of the horrors which ha 
first alarmed her, weighed still on 
mind of the fair wanderer, and she 1 
in vain to compose her a^tated feeli 
She was placed on splendid cushions 
the floor of what appeared to be the c 
of a large vessel. The magnificent ca 
which covered the apartment, and 
elegant lamp suspended fi*om the ceil 
gave her an idea of something above 
baric grandeur, and she tried to think 
was recaptured by some Spanish shi; 
war. Still the turbaned attendant hai 
ed her imagination. At length she s 
into a state of torpid composure for a 
hours ; after which the same person '' 
had before endeavoured to comfort 
entered the cabin, which was now i 
mined by the beams of the sun. 

^ I hope you have had some rest^ 
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onu" he said; ''tbe 

f last niglit qoifee 

oa wiDy widi leiiiiiyiig AcBgdB^ he 

itisSedwitli tlie ilfi4ini 

oe your escort to jour fiiend&T 

« To whom am I tims indebled : 
iffliguerita. 

^ What mattefs it br whom Toa se le^ 
tared to y<Nir fimity ?* Rplied the stno- 
^; ^ I hare engiged, as sooo as it can 
le done, to hmd joa oo the Sicffiao 
hore." 

^ Generous caralier! I am indeed in- 
lebted to yoar kindness; but my tenor 
t the idea of fidlii^ into the hands of 
hat monster Serican had bereft me of my 



The stnmger smiled again, and assmned 
ler that she was safe, £ir the presoit, fifom 
my monster, whether infidel or Christian. 

Mai^erita now recovered in some de- 
rree her spirits and her strength, and con- 
rersed with her new firiend with cheerful- 
less and pleasure; she informed him of 

IS 
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her short and eventful history, of the sei- 
zure of her person by the Tunisian cor- 
sairs, the rescue which don Giuglio so 
fortunately effected, his subsequent per- 
secution, and her escape from Malta to 
avoid him, and to relieve the anxious dis- 
tress under which she knew her &ther 
laboured. 

. When she mentioned that dear and 
only friend, the tears forced their way 
down her cheeks, and she wept in agony 
at the thoughts of his sufferings. — " The 
terror which I experienced last night,** 
she said, " when conveyed on board your 
vessel, signor, cannot be described; for 
the mysterious horrors I have heard of 
this Turkish chief, had filled me with such 
apprehension, that I think it would be 
impossible to survive really encountering 
Jiim ; for the kind Providence which has 
placed me under your protection, I never 
can be sufficiently grateful." 

" That you were on your way to join 
your father, signora, I bad learned from 
the boatmen who were conveying you; 
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but who he is, or where he may be f^und^ 
I am still ignorant." 

^ Vincentio Landolini is his name," said 
Marguerita; ^' a name connected with 
some of the noblest families in Sicily, and 
probably he is still near Trapani, from 
whence I was carried oflF." 

•• It is fortunate," replied her friend, 
^ that we are now on the western side the 
idand, for I presume you would not find 
it difficult to make your way from Gir- 
genti, or Marsala, to Trapani, which are 
piobably the nearest ports we shall make." 

**On any spot in Sicily," she replied, 
* I should feel no fears of meeting with 
Kxne means of communication with my 
bther." 

^ I will then take the earliest opporw 
tunity of landing you upon your native 
ihore ; but you have taken no refreshment 
—forgive my inattention." Saying which 
he hastily withdrew from the cabin, and 
left the lady to her solitary meditations. 

Who this stranger could be, Margue- 
rita knew not ; his dress was not that of a 
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European, nor did it resemble the ruffian 
who had at first seized her, . He wore no 
turban on his brow, but a high cap of 
splendid materials, equally unlike the cos- 
tume of the corsairs and that of the war- 
riors she had been accustomed to behold* 
His courteous manners, and his promise 
to land her oh the Sicilian shore, persuad- 
ed her he was not a barbarian chief. His 
accent, though neither Spanish nor Ita« 
lian, was that of one well versed m the 
purer language of Italy ; but, above all, 
the benignity of his treatment to herself 
convinced her she was in the hands of a 
Christian in alliance with the sovereign 
of Sicily. 

The Maltese padrone entered the room 
with coffee and refreshments. 

Marguerita looked anxiously at his 
countenance, and asked — " Who is our 
generous friend?" 

. " Signora!" said the man, in a tone 
of terror and surprise. 

" Who is the commander of this ves* 
sel?*' 
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^ Jesu Maria nve your sweet senses^ 
lady !" ejaculated Uie Maltese. 

Marguerita was astonished at his con- 
duct, in which she had not before seen any 
thing extraordinaiy ; and taking some of 
Qie offered viands, the man asked if he 
might leave them and retire ? 

** Certainly, if you wish it," she re- 
plied ; ^* but I am anxious to know what 
iressel we are on board, and who com- 
Hands." 

The Maltese stood for an instant unde- 
jded what to do, when the door op^ied, 
ind her former friend told the man he 
m^ht retire ; he hesitated, and asked with 
some trepidation — " Has your excellenza 
ft doctor on board ?" 

^* A doctor ! for whom and what ?" 

^ For the poor signora, whose senses are 
gone with the fright." 

The cavalier looked at Marguerita and 
at the padrone with an inquisitive air of 
surprise. 

? My wish to be informed to whom I 
was indebted for this kind treatment^'^ 
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said the lady^ ^ has^ it appears, exd 
this alarm in my former conductor." 

The parties gazed on each other, i 
n<Mie knew how to proceed. 

** Who could have supposed," at len 
said the padrone^ ** that madonna did 
recognise in your excellenza the h 
Serican ?" 

Marguerita sat pale and immoveahl< 
a statue. 

" I had ventured to hope," said 
bassa, ** that when my dreaded name 
announced, the promises I had aire 
made would have quieted your fears, 
nora. It is true that I am Serican, 
Turkish chief, of whom report has i 
veyed so terrible a description to j 
ears. I can only assure you, that sue! 
you have found me while unknown, ; 
shall find me still; you have not ia 
again into the hands of barbarian ro^ 
but are under the protection of an O 
man bassa» who pledges his word, f 

ioslem and a warrior, to restore yoi 
lafety to your &ther and your coun 
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ready met with at your hands demimds 
my gratitude, and ensures my leUanoe on 
you for the future " 

. '' I shall endeavour/' answered Serican, 
*Vto meet your wishes, and to repay your 
confidence in all things. I am now cruis- 
ing with my fle^t off the western coast of 
Sicily, and will take an early opportunity 
to land you under a flag of truce at some 
convenient port * 

A noise on deck attracted the admiral'is 
attention, and an ofiicer appeared at the 
cabin-door to announce a sail in sight ; 
Serican prevented him from entering, and 
requesting Marguerita to command what- 
ever she wished for, withdrew to attend 
the proceedings above. 

A considerable noise was heard, and a 
sound of artillery at a litde distance. The 
anxious damsel trembled at the idea of 
another combat, but a shout from the deck, 
and a cessation of the firing, soon relieved 
her ; and Serican immediately appeared t6 
quiet her alarms, and informed her. that 
one of the advanced galleys had just cap« 
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tured a small vetsel making towards the 
Sicilian cMst 

•* We shall now stand up to her,** he 
sudy 'Ma order to ascertain who and what 
shc^ is ; I may be some time detained on 
deck ; in the meantime, your Maltese at- 
t^idants wait your commands. I have 
prohibited all others from approaching this 
cabin, which henceforth you will consider 
as your own apartment'* 

On board the captured bark was the 
baron Solanto; himself and his principal at^ 
tendants were immediately removed to the 
a4miral'$ ship, where he met with the ge- 
nerous reception which Serican's noble 
spirit was always forward to pay to a brave 
man whom fortune had placed in his 
power. 

He learned the state of distress and 
anxiety into which the baron's family 
would be thrown by his non-arrival in 
Sciacca, and kindly acceded to the pro- 
posal of putting into the port of that city, 
and treating with count Luna for the ran- 
som of his captive, that he might be spared 
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m voyage to some Turkish port, and 
wife and daughter relieved from t1 
fears at bis delay. 

In Sctacca, too, Serican had hoped to 
fil hi9 charitable intention of forward 
Marguerita to her friends; but in all 
expectations he was nearly disappoir 
by the insulting conduct of count Li 
With dim Giacomo PeroUo, the n< 
Ottoman felt a confidence inspired by 
Kberal aud open conduct, and to hiif 
resigned both his fcHtunate captives. ' 
charm of Margiierita's manners had, tho 
she had been on board so- few days, 
deared her to the bassa with almost a 
rental regard, and he parted from 
M'ith- more regret than their short i 
macy might have been expected toex^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Pmr sa m^re '^e?^, nourri dans ses inaximeSy' 

II ii*^tait poiot, ooBune eUe, eiidurcit dans ies crimesb 

HCKAIADE. 

As the return of the baron Solanto re- 
moved ail anxiety from the mind of the 
baroness, it immediately restored her to 
her accustomed health and spirits ; but as 
the family felt that a separate residence 
would be most comfortable, and leave 
them most at liberty, it was agreed to 
make the late indisposition of the baroness 
a reason for placing her directly in a house 
of her own, where she could be more 
quiet and independent than at Luna 
Castle; and as the celebrated baths of 
Sciacca were situated in a beautiful valley, 
at a short distance from the city, the baron 
determined to take a cassino in their vicU 
nity* 
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If Costanza ultimately married count 
Luna, her father and mother wished to 
remain near her when the baron was not 
on service ; and if any thing occurred to 
prevent the union taking place, they 
would be more easy any where than at his 
house. 

In the society of his wife and child; the 
baron had forgotten the extraordinary re- 
ception he had met with from don Sigis- 
mund ; his immediate inquiries for his 
family, and the interposition of A^riano, 
had made it pass at the time; but still 
there was somethings on recollecting the 
circumstances, which Solanto could not 
but think inexplicable. 

After the first effusions of joy at their 
reunion, the baroness gave an account of 
their visit to Palermo, and the kindness 
of their viceregal friends ; mentioned Fe- 
derico Perollo, and the pleasant discovery 
she had made of his mother being her old 
friend Victoria Moncada. She related their 
accident nem: Castel Vetrano, and the pro- 
vidential meeting with and gallaintry of 



PeroBo wmi r7ig.'Mvfli ;. ^mmw i^htl^ 
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Coitamws nLwulimc jli inissxaiic h^ 
mother; faestts Trnieiu aer Jieaeii c hnm^ 
Des8 nude ker ffiei mace: leaientiY liQCfa 
towaids titer ccotteat and <&in ^cnmuiHt, 
by whoK cxerciQitt fiie had oo doubt Iwc 
ber fiither 1:^ bees reksued obeui kia fOL- 
pleasant shnatfiOQ:. 

The faaran ftr^tufd widt attwHriiift ncl 
mtcKst, and wbea the detail wm eon- 
diided, he sad — ^^ I fiad mj debo ta die 
house ijf PeroQo «e nwte BcuBefoas tkam 
I suspected ; and I thiak I fisei even aftofe 
oUiged bjr the kindneaft shewn to jon Aan 
for my own libnationL'* 

An esdamHtioD of surprise from Cos- 
taoza was excited by the discarery that to 
Perolki, and not to count Luna, she was 
indebted for the lestontian of her frther. 
The baroness had not yet been informed 
cf her husband's captivity, and eagerly re^ 
qiiested to hear the particuhm of hia Oi^ 
expected delay^ ^^ 
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When infimned of all the circumstances, 
she could only raise her hands to Heaven 
in silent gratitude for his deliverance. But 
Costanza did not refhdn from wishing 
openly, that the baron Pandolfina*s cour- 
tesy and liberality of sentiment, were not 
so powerfully contrasted by the violait 
tempers and narrow prejudices of dfm Si- 
gismund and his mother. 

The baron looked at his daughter as if 
for an explanation ; but the baroness pre* 
vented it, by saying — ** Hush, my child! 
the unpleasant manners of the countess 
are not worth remembering ; and for the 
count, he is young, and will improve.** 

** I hope he may, my dear mother ; but 
it is so proper that my father should be 
perfectly acquainted with the manner and 
temper of both of them, that ere long I 
must beg his permission to relate all the 
events which have occurred since our ar- 
rival.'* 

** I will willingly hear all my Costanzs 
wishes to tell me,** he replied ; then to the 
baroness he added, ** but I must now go 
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and see count Luna, to whom -I have 
hardly spoken; to-morrow I shall visit 
PeroUo, to shew at once that I will be in- 
volved in no party feuds.** 

** I am truly glad to hear you so deter- 
ooiiiie," said the baroness, '^ and Costanza 
ind T will accompany you." 

•* That shall be just, as you may wish," 
laid Solanto, and left the apartment 

Solanto found count Luna, his mother, 
ind Adriano, ^parently engaged in an 
interesting debate. — *^ My anxiety," he 
Mud, *' to see my family, made me fwget* 
[ul <tf the attentions due to my noble host; 
permit me now, with unfeigned affection, 
to embrace the son of my much-esteemed 
Qiend, count Luna." 

^ From me, signor, the apology ought 
to come ; I was defident in those r^ards 
which, had I been myself, I should have 
paid to so honoured a guest My despair 
It the rude repulse I had met with fix)m 
die pirate chief, and the conviction J had 
just received of his connivance with our 
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direct enemy Ferollo, had for the moment 
ber^ me of the power of actioQ." IS 

** Some false intelligence has misled you, |ii 
count Luna/' replied Solanta ^* From 
my noble capt<n; the bassa Serican, I 
learned the cause of your rejected appli* 
cation to have been a failure on.your part 
of the ceremony due to the admiral of the 
Ottoman fleet; and for the. baron Fan- 
dolfina, malignant must be the:UKa&who 
could have intimated that his conduct was 
other than bounteous and honourable; 
and that it involved no disrespect to your 
lordship, I will vouch my life and repu- 
tation. But come, count Sigismund^ these 
party feuds, I . hope, will be allayed ere 
long. Allow me the honour of an intro- 
duction to your friends." 

•* My mother,*' said Sigismund, pre- 
senting him to the countess, ** and do& 
Geronimo Peralta, baron Adriano." 

" To the widow of my friend," said 
Solanto, ** I hope no other introduction is 
necessary than my regard for him*" 
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** Which is shewn,** said the countess, 
* by insulting us with the history of the 
rirtues of his deadly foe, the accursed 
jrimcomo Ferollo.'' 

Solanto stood confounded at this return 
x> his civility.—" If to acknowledge with 
rf^emal gratitude the favours I have re^ 
3eived from baron Pandolfina be a crime, 
[ &ar I shall be found an obstinate of* 
Eender*'' 

** Perhaps, when your excellenza has 
learned all the secret springs from whence 
this aeti<ni of the FeroUo Was derived, you 
may find motives to change the high 
opinion you have formed of him," replied 
Adriano, interposing to arrest the current 
of the lady's anger, just ready to pour 
forth. 

** The wisdom of those who would find 
motives discreditable to my deliverer's 
character,** answered Solanto, " must be 
such as I should find it difficult to com* 
prebend, imd be most unwilling to attend 
to. I trust count Luna more justly ap 
predates the generosity even of his foes«** 
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The shouts of the populace attending 
Pandolfina and the rescued prisoners, and 
the cries of *• Viva il PeroUo P* now readi- 
ed their ears ; Luna started, and turned 
pale ; the countess stamped with rage, and 
imprecating a frightful malediction on don 
Giacomo and all his friends, rushed from 
the apartment 

*^ Are they coming hither to repeat their 
insults ?*" said Sigismund, tremulous with 
passion. 

An attendant announced the arrival of 
the baron Solanto's retinue, who Jhad been 
brought on shore by Pandolfina. 

** Witli your permission, signor,** said 
Solanto, " let them enter." Before the 
count could reply, the men had made 
their way into the room. 

** This is another proof of the noUe 
treatment we have met with,** said the 
baron. 

" Viva il Perollo T exclaimed one of 
the men ; ** long life to the generous don 
Giacomo, and confusion to his enemies T 

Luna rushed forward^ and seizing the 
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^er by the collar, dashed him to the 
>und, and had drawn his poniard, 
len the baron and Adriano wrung it 
im his grasp. 

•• This intemperate violence, signor,** 
d Solanto, ^ is the frenzy of a madman, 
t the anger of a gentleman.** 
** You too,** said the furious Sigismund, 
nust be one of Perollo*s agents, thus to 
re insult the spirit of Luna and Feralta ; 
t even I may rouse at last, and when I 
, my deep revenge will not be satiated 
' a trifling sacrifice.** 
^ At present, count Luna,** answered 
»]anto, calmly, ^ you are too much agi* 
ted to attend to reason or remonstrance, 
ou may withdraw,** he said to the at* 
ndants, and when they had retired, he 
ded — ** This effervescence of anger and 
olence, signor, is such as augurs ill for 
e happiness of any one connected with 
HI by the ties of marriage ; my engage- 
ents are at present only conditional, and 
must rgoice to think they are so.** 
^ The agitation under whicK ticyoiTA. 



190 THE FEUDS OF 

Luna's spirits have suffered during the \si 
day/' said Adriano, ** must plead for him 
ivith your excellenza ; so deep was the in- \i 



t 
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terest he took in your deliveranoe, that the 
repulse he met ivitli nearly deprived lum 
pf reason. The fortunate event being af- 
terwards produced by means so adverse to 
his wishes, has prevented him from reeover<- 
ing his equanimity of temper; believe me 
he willy when reflection has restwed him fi 
to himself, as deeply deprecate your jiut 
anger as you yourself could wish." 

Don Sigismund stood during this con- 
versation leaning against the side of the ( 
room, his face shrouded in his mantle, and 
his body convulsed by agitation. 

** For the present," continued Adriano^ 
*^ allow me to withdraw with him till he L 
is more composed, when I am well con* 
vinced he will obtain your pardon for this 
unfortunate ebullition of passion." 

*^ I am too deeply interested in count 
Luna's disposition," replied Solanto, *^to 
forget the scene which has just passed, 
)>ut will at present form no rash ot sudden 
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^solution. He immediately retired, leav- 
\g Adriano to endeavomr to restore count 
iiina to a sense of the impropriety and 
mger of sudi conduct ' 
They both remained some time without 
leaking. Sigismund paced the room 
I8tily» and Peralta seated himself to wait 
I interval of returning composure. 
At length the count paused, and ex* 
aimed — ** Must I submit to be insulted 
ren here by the slaves whom Giacomo 
eroUo has purchased for the purpose? 
n I to be threatened with the loss of my 
?trothed bride, because I crouch not to 
solt and oppression? let the baron di 
>lanto league himself with my enemies, 
have power and strength to crush them 
I9 and force them to fulfil their con* 
act.** 

^ There is, I doubt, one opposing 

>wer; your lordship cannot bend, and 

ithout which all your exertions will be 

lade in vain." 

^ And who is it,** said Luna, fiercely, 
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^< that dares the united powers of our 
house, when called forth to action ?** 

^ The spirit of Costanza di Soknto," r^ 
plied Peralta. *^ I marked the coed con* 
tempt with which she repelled your mo- 
therms anger in the church, and the decided 
resistance she offered to your wishes in con* 
ducting forth the baroness. Your exceUaui 
must pursue another course to gain the 
lady and her dower. Your late vioLenoe 
has, I fear, disgusted the baron, and it 
will require all our exertions to obliterate 
it from his memory." 

^ And would you, Adriano, have lis- 
tened tamely to the contumelious insult 
of the slave?" i 

** A future time should have reveng^il 
his crime,** said the baron ; '^ his unthink* 
ing tongue might have been silenced in a 
fitter place, and by a surer hand ; why 
drive Solan to forcibly to seek Perollo's 
fri^idship ? unless you now appeaae him, 
we shall find him ranged under the ban* 
ners oi our enemies^ and a transfer of his 
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daughter's haiid made to the son of Gia- 
oomo." 

** To i¥hat act of desperation is it you 
vrould hurry me, Peralta?" 

•* To none," replied his counsellor; " I 
HTOuld have you temporise with all, till 
^ou have gained your point; I would 
[lave you sooth Solanto's indignation, and 
ensure his heiress as your bride ; if neces- 
sary, I would have you even court Pe- 
roUo; and when all is done, and this 
increase of wealth and power secured to 
jTOur family, then throw off the mask, call 
forth the strength of all your iriends, and 
by one glorious extermination, wipe from 
the earth every soul whose veins contain 
Mie drop of the Perollo blood. Thus 
shall we redress our long-continued train 
3f injuries and insults, and complete our 
great revenge," 

" Revenge !" exclaimed the countess, 
entering the apartment ; " if Sigismund di 
Luna felt as the head of his illustrious 
race should feel, his every thought would 

VOL. II. K 
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centre in revenge. Is this a time for 
love and revelry, when even in oor 
castle we are insulted by the friends of the 
PeroUo ? must I stand by and hear my 
husband's name polluted by the friendslup 
of Giacomo's redeemed adherent? Thii 
baron Solanto, who boasts his gratitude 
and high respect to that detested wretch, 
is in our power. Were I the chief of 
Luna, to-night should seal his fate, and 
to-morrow's sun see his daughter mine by 
force.*' 

*' I only argue for delay ,•* said Adriano, 
•* that our deeds of vengeance may be full ; 
we are not yet prepared tcMr open war ; afl 
that I urge is time to complete such pre- 
parations as may ensure us ^11 sucoess, and 
leave no scion of PeroUo to hand tbdr 
hated name to other ages." 

*' Why not begin with this Solanto, 
this slave redeemed by Giacomo; ^ush 
by his death their growing intimacy, se- 
cure his daughter and her {lortion, and no 
longer temporise with this execrable raee ?* 

" The wealth and power of baron So- 



nfficientiT is coani hdiati^ P^'^ 
thejr are, I ir31 bo kxiffper 
wwpenrt his&fee, or iCBOaii 
lour oi my dhief far T^engeancae 
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'^ How wonld TOD bare xie met 

** Try, by every metbod of < 

to assure the faaroo of your 

for the hasty sally he witiKsnd, win tfaa 

affeetion of his daughter, and her co na eBt 

to an immediate onioD, and ss soon aa 

OKumstanoes will permit, remoTe the 

only ofastade to full possession by Solanto's 

death." 

'* Again, Peralta, die same dark coniaa 
of treachery and murdar. I will not stain 
my hands by any such nefarious crimes ; 
I would gladly immokte the last of the 
Pttoilo race to the rememhranoe of our 
in}iiries, but it must be in fair and open 
war. For the baron Solanto, be was my 
jQithet's friend ; he is, I hope, the parent of 
n>jr future spouse; would you have the 
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chief of Luna and Peralta a mercenary 
parricide ? no ; by every tie his life is sa- 
cred ; and if by his fall alone our purposes 
of vengeance could be procured, I would 
resign them all." 

" Then turn Franciscan ; unite the 
hands of Federico FeroUo and Costanza 
di SolantOy and leave the world a lasting 
monument of the degenerate weakness of 
count Luna," said his mother. " This 
poor effeminate dislike to follow a bold, 
decisive course, will shew every one how 
justly the PeroUo claims the merit of su- 
perior spirit. I have loved thee, Sigis- 
mund, with such fond devotion, that my 
existence hangs but on your life and ho 
nour; but did I think you capable of 
foregoing for an instant the glorious path 
of vengeance I have pointed out, or hesi- 
tating to sacrifice ten thousand such as 
this Solanto, nay, even your dearest friends, 
to fulfil the noble destiny that awaits you, 
I could myself, with indignation and ab- 
horrence, equal only to the love I have 
borne you, plunge a 'Stiletto in your lieart. 
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and blast your name with everlasting in- 
fitfny ." 

** There is no occasion," replied Adriano, 
** for this vehemence, signora ; the question 
of Solanto's life or death is immaterial to 
our great design ; he must at present be 
appeased, and the count must condescend 
to sooth him by every promise and pro- 
iesrioD he may think proper to demand. 
But here comes the peace-making Gero- 
nimo Ferrara; a better emissary we can- 
not have ; hi$ hypocritical harangues must 
now be rendered useful to our purpose ; 
have I your permission to engage his ser- 
vices?** 

^ Do even as you will," replied Sigis- 
mund. 

^ I like not such half-measures, and de- 
test this canting fool," said the countess, 
and withdrew as G^nmimo entered. 

" I came, signor," he said, " to rejoice 
with you on the arrival of your friend, and 
to beg to.be allowed to offer my sincere 
congratulations." 

IXm Sigismund bowed in silence. 
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** In good time are you come, signor 
Greronimo," said Adriano, " to use your 
powers of conciliation. Untoward events 
have ruffled the spirits of the count to- 
day, and he has unintenti<HiaIly ofiRmded 
the bardn Solanto ; will you be the betfer 
of his most humble apology ?" 

" You are going too far, baron Adriano^'' 
interrupted Sigismnnd; ''signw Fennffa 
will oblige me by stating my regret a0 Ae 
violence into which I was betrayed, bat 
by which I intended no disrespect towards 
the baron, and therefore hope to be ftr- 
given.** 

" Leave it to don Geronimo,** repHed 
Adriano; " he will, I know, say only 
what is proper, and be the willing mes- 
senger of your repentance." 

•• I expected not to be employed in audi 
an office here," answered don Geronimo; 
" but count Luna may in weightier things 
command my services. At present, how- 
ever, I am ignorant even of the nature of 
the fault for which I am to plead ftwgive- 
ness," 
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'' It was a misimd eratai i di ng with the 
bsroD,'* said Paiaha, ** respecting the in- 
terference of Ferollo in his delivenoioe 
bom the Turk ; and the onint resented, 
too hastily perhaps; the ignorant xeatof 
one of SoIantD% attendants.'* 

<* Oh that this party strife were at an 
end r replied Ferrara ; •* that two sudi 
wMe dispositioiis as those of count Lona 
and Pandolfina sbould be so ignorant of 
each other's estimable qualities T 

^*This is a subject we need not now 
Aseasa^" said Feralta ; *' some future tioaie, 
I tnistw will see these evils remedied, and 
the houses of Luna and Perollo no longer 
rivals; believe me, my endeavours shall 
not be wanting towards effecting this most 
desirable event, signor Ferrara; but at 
present kt us use our elTorts to heal tliis 
breach, which makes thecount so untiappy •*' 

** I will most willingly do my utmost^" 
said' Geronima 

The count and myself"* added Adriano, 

will retire, and whw your persuasions 
have succeeded, as I doubt not but tliey 
wilJI, we may bring the ^paxtk^ Xo^i;^^ Ms^ 
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complete their reconciliation. I will cause 
the baron to be informed of your attend- 
ance." 

Count Sigismund and Adriano then 
withdrew, and the latter desired the baron 
Solanto might be told» that a friend of the 
count requested the honour of an inter- 
view. 

Solanto immediately followed the mes- 
senger» and was conducted to the presence 
of Ferrara, whose prepossessing figure in- 
spired him with involuntary respect, and 
the cordial warmth with which he greeted 
him, demanded his gratitude, and conci- 
liated his regard. 

" My first intention,'* said Ferrara, '• in 
visiting the castle to-day, was to congra- 
tulate count Luna on the safe arrival of 
his fiiend the baron Solanto ; and I have 
now received firom him instructions to as- 
sure your excellenza of his deep regret at 
the unpleasant circumstances which have 
occurred, and to beg that you will in charity 
forgive his impetuosity, and forget that 
the irritation of the moment betrayed him 
into so unwarrantable an iiel ^ N\Ql<^\M9e." 
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•* I r^ret," replied Solanto, « that to 
audi an intercessor I cannot concede in 
all things ; but too much is now at stake 
in my daughter's future happiness, to al- 
low me to forget the display count Sigis- 
mund has made of his intemperate anger." 

''Count Sigismund» signor/' answered 
Ferrara, '' is young and impetuous ; his 
feelings easily excited, and with difficulty 
restnuned ; but he is generous, kind, af- 
fectionate, and sincere ; he does most pe- 
nitently acknowledge his error, and with 
the respect he feels for your opinion, and 
deure for your friendship, I think , I may 
venture to say, that the lesson he has now 
received will preserve him from many re- 
petitions ci such excesses." 

^ It is to the future conduct of the 
oount, signer, that I must look for the 
sincerity of his solrow ; I am ready and 
willing to allow for his irritated feelings, 
and the impetuofdty of his temper ; but I 
cannot, till further proof of his good dis- 
position, entrust the happiness of my child 
tdhim." 

kS 
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'' Bat yoa will far the part^? teplied 
don Geronimo, *' accept the counts ex- 
otties) and look to his future conduct only 
fbr the opinion you may fbrai of his cbt- 
racter."* 

^ So fkr, signor^ I will conoede to your 
fmndly interposition:" 

'' Accept my thanks,** said Ferran: 
" hofiir gladly would I bring the feuds be- 
tween the rival houses of Luna and F^ 
Y6Xlb* to the same eolu^lusion I both the 
'tornit and bat\>n< PaudbMna possess qua- 
lities ilihd virtues which, under amy otiier 
names, they would eheerfUlly acknew- 
l^g« ^andf sincerely riespect. The sligfatevt 
tH^ilcA'HatidD-' ^n the^ purtuof count Luna 
would even now, i thank^.make don Gtia- 
<!omo his fHend } but such princtplea have 
been assiduously imprinted on the^mind 
of'tKe'forrrier from his ^avUest yoHth,- as 
have made him, witlimit ari^ feul^of his 

r 

bwn, incapable of ttdipftttin^any fbellngs 
T)f amity tftwards the. Ii6use '<£■ P^inlk). 
ITndet^' the mild in^ocnce ofauMuiaUe 
wife, much might be hoped fronx^faisn*- 
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tiirally-good disposition; as yet he has 
had none about him who have really 
wished to prolnote this desirablie recon^ 
cUiation : but I am delaying to inform him 
of your aceeptance of his apologies, and 
cmupoae his mind upon the subject." 

Don GrercHiimo withdrew, and soon re- 
tufiied with Sigismund and Adridno. 

*^ I am indebted/' said the former, 
* both to signor Ferrara's kind interces- 
aiOD> and your generous foi^veness^ baron 
Solanto, of the unintentional violence of 
which I was guilty .'^ 

^ Let it be no more remembered, but 
» a warning for the future," replied So- 
laoko; ^ and now let me beg your infor- 
QCMition jtm the subject of a residence for 
■yaelf and fiimily.'' 

** I had hoped,'' said Sigismund, ** that 
my fiitberV friend, I fear I must not yet 
lay mtne^ would have honoured me by 
mridng my house his home during his 
tti^ in Sciaoca." 

•• Believe me," replied the baron, " I am 
My sens ble of your kindness and hcMu 
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pitality ; but I find the baroness has not 
been quite well, and would like to be near 
the baths; and in case we should ulti- j 
mately be more nearly connected, I think 
it better for Costanza to be in her fathers 
house than her lover's. And .though we 
shall not be exactly your guests, we shall 
hope you will consider us most dosely 
united to you by every tie of friendship 
and regard ; and that you will be as mudi 
with us as your inclination and engage- 
ments will permit** 

Luna tried still to persuade the baroii 
to remain with him, but could not, and 
at last yielded to his having a separate 
home. On considering about residences, 
he said — ^ There are several cassinos in the 
neighbourhood, which are often used by 
persons visiting the baths; and if your 
excellenza will leave the affair to me, I 
will endeavour to learn to-morrow what 
houses are disengaged, and how you can 
be accommodated, though by so doing I 
shall deprive myself of a long*anticipated 
pleasure." 
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** I win leave it then entiidy to you, 
and will myself go to-monow, with the 
baroness and Costanza, to pay our respects 
to the baron Flandolfina."^^ 

The count started and tc^ned pale» but 
suppressed his rising anger, and said, in 
a hurried tone — *' If her excellenza is not 
quite well, she had better not be exposed 
to any fatigue, and donna Costanza will 
not surely go without her.'' 

*' Though the baroness is not quite as 
strcMTig as I would have her, still I hope 
she is not ill; and they are both eager to 
express their gratitude for the attenticms 
we have received.** 

The count appeared contending with 
his feelings, when Adriano made some 
remark about the baths, and diverted the 
conversation to another course. Don Ge- 
ronimo joined in it ; and, after some time, 
the party separated, apparently forgetful 
of the disagreeable events which had oc* 
curred at their former interview. Solanto 
was much better satisfied with count Luna, 
and pleased with the mildness and con* 
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ciliating maxinen of Fenani; but with 
regard to Adriano^ there waa an appear* 
anoe of art which be ooidd not ooMeA 
and upon which the baion oould iMit re^ 
fleet, without senaationa of dialike and 
distrast. 

When Lnna and Adriano were again 
in private, the latter observed^--*' Your 
excellencB exoeeded my hopea^ and muati 
I think, have reinaved from the mind of 
the baron eveiy mipleasaiit remembrance 
of what had passed ; a little self-oomDauid 
will win biiri to ovr wishes ; his daughter 
and his wealth will be yours, and the &te 
of PeroUo will hang upon your wooid.'* 

^ I would that this vint oould be pre- 
vented," said Luna^ ^' or at leaat that 
Gostansta could be withheld fixmi going.'' 

** Any such attempt would be uadess, 
and therefore I fhink impolitic," replied 
Adriano ; " no • opposition being made by 
you, will convince Solanto of your mo- 
deration and temper : we^ must hereafter 
try to embroil the parties and undermine 

r good nwdiarstanding; It wiU be no 
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*' We shall see D' Amato soon in Sd- 
aocat I presume," said Adriano. 

*' Probably we may ; but he is litde 
seen, and mixes, as you know, but rarely 
in the society of the citizens here." 

" There are few more devotedly at- 
tached to our house," said Adriano, ** or 
who are nnore inveterate foes to the Pe- 
roUo." 

** He is, I believe, a sincere and zealous 
6riend»" answered Luna ; *^ but I some- 
times wish his plans were less mysterious 
and sanguinary." 

" In all things," replied Peralta, " he 
will be found a firm supporter of our 
cause ; his sword is never backward to re- 
venge the insults of the house of Luna." 

The conversation was here interrupted, 
and the remainder of the evening was 
passed very pleasantly to all the party. 

The Solanto family were received the 
next day at the Casa di Perollo, with a 
cordiality and kindness which made them 
feel at once among friends ; and the ex- 
change from the gloomy state of Luna 
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Castle made the cheerful air of Pandol-' 
fina's magnificent establishment even more 
than commonly attractive to strangers. 

The baron Solanto found in don Gia^ 
Domo the enlightened understanding and 
suavity of manners, for which he had so 
often heard him remarked; and the ba- 
roness saw in madame Pandolfina all that 
she remembered so dignified, so endearing, 
emd delightful, in Victoria Moncada. 

The facility with which young people 
get acquainted, soon led Marguerita and 
Costanza into close conversation. Fede- 
rioo stood by them, unwilling to treat 
Costanza as a mere casual visitor, and un- 
able, from consciousness of feeling more 
deeply than he ought, to claim the pri- 
vil^^ of his longer acquaintance ; yet he 
was so happy to see her- in PeroUo Castle, 
that to every one but herself he talked 
with even more than his usual life and 
BOiiination. 

In the course of conversation, the ba- 
roness Pandolfina asked Solanto if he 
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^ intaided making Luna Castte his home 
while in Sciaoca ? 

" If," he answered, ** I could have pre- 
vailed on myself to do any thing previous 
to paying my respects here, I shoidd 
have been now ii> search x^ a residence for 
ourselves, where we can independently see • 
aU our friendsw I think I shall ]^fer the 
vidnity of the baths ; the situation I UDh 
derstand is good for hunting, of wbidii I 
am perhaps a little too fond^ and by not 
being quite in the dty, I shall be move 
aibl0 to choose my society, whicfay as I 
may probably in future be muchv hen^ 
will be a great point in comfort'* 

'' Will you allow me," said FaDdolfin^ 
^ to ofibr you a cassino which I have;- .it 
is particularly well situated in the vaUey 
where the springs rise ?" 

•• I doubt," replied Solanto, •* 1 must 
in this instance, decline your kindness; 
for my friend don Sigismund is so jealoitf 
of my being obliged to any one but him- 
self, that in this I must indulge him^ itd 
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lemve the sHnenMntof evrorr tkmirtD 
him." 

Don Giacomo SiTiiied. and said — ^ I cw: 
weD ifD^ne that omnt Lima woold not 
perticuhfir wish any of his fiicvids to he 
obfiged to me; perhq» I should fed 
•omeChing of the same sort mvseif ; bat I 
ihall more than ever execxate his adTiaeiK 
V they make this unhappy fend into an 
MHoyano^ to yoa." 

** Do yoti^ liot think, don Giacomo^" siud 
Ml^ hywMss Soknito, '' that the libemted 
Wfitit^ andfhoae to whom happinesa has 
been nestored with them, ought to give 
86me pnhfic diemomtnllon of their gniti- 
taie to Heavean for ita interpontion in 
liheir be!ialf?" 

" Moat certainly, madam ; but aa the 
cavalier liandolini must not be omitted, 
we had better, perhaps, not detemitne 
what we shall do till after his arrival ; wheii 
he comes, I will let you know, and we 
will then arrange every thing* according tb 

jrour wishes.*^ 
Mai^erita expressed her gratitude* «u 
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could noC but see in hun, ehould be «» 
erideatiiy the rerj heU of his party ; that 
his mother, instead of softening his tesBuper^ 
used eveiy mieans in her power to iDfiaw 
ity and to subdue every amiable feeling ifl 
him ; and that instead of repairing to her, 
in any degree, the absence of her otih in* 
dulgent parents, she nrould be to Iier a 
perpetual object c^ disgust and terror'-* stie 
felt that she had not courage to become 
the wife of Sigismund. 

She looked on the eountenancse of her 
mother, and thought that however mudb 
sbe had loved her before, it was only now 
that die appredatod the meekness of ^irit 
which was her peculiar characteristic ; she 
had sometimies tliougbt she wanted energy 
to repel the injuries to which mildiMSB 
and slowness to take offence sometimes 
expose their possessors ; but now that she 
saw pride, violence, and unyieldii^ self- 
love» without the veil c£ politeness and 
grace, which frequently bltncis us feo thesr 

t^ral deformity, she w^onder^d how she 
eyw ti^eraJbed sa<^ •^ualitie^.. aii4.felt 
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bcr dieeks glow at reet^ectiiig how neuty 
btr own higfa spirit had appRHiched to 
faangfatineBs* and b dosehr what she had 
oonadered noble independence of opinion 
ivna allied to settUove and e(»cat. 

In ev«y pause of thought, her memcMy 
would wander back to the Casa di PeroDo, 
and of all the pen in the pleasing fa- 
mily-fMctuve, Fed< rioo was still the most 
praminent. Costam is a young, lovely, 
and amiable woman; but as she was a 
human being, she was not perfect Women 
am usually not slow in perceiving the im- 
pressions they make, and the interest they 
excite ; their great advantage is quickness 
of perception ; thrir reverse, want of stead- 
iness) and liability to be diverted from one 
object to another. 

Thus it was that Costanza, though she 
said to herself that Federico PeroUo could 
never be any thing to her, still did not 
feel displeased at his evident admiration. 
She thought don Sigismund the hand- 
somer of the two; and there would be 
something very flattering in softening such 
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a temper, and influencing such a stubboni 
will ; but still she oould not help oomparing 
liim with PeroUo, and in the comparison 
count Luna always lost. 

As Costanza was not without common 
sense, and had been educated by a mother, 
whose cool imagination and nice sense of 
propriety and delicacy peculiariy fitted her 
tor the task, there was no danger of her 
fancying herself in love, upon such sli^t 
grounds, or that because PeroUo evidently 
admired her, he would be wretched to see 
her given to another, or tormented by 
lasting regrets. Still she did not recol- 
lect, that while there remained the least 
chance of her becoming the wife of count 
Luna, she was doing wrong to encourage 
any coinpiu*ison to his disadvantage. 
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door, observed—^ You do well, madanw 
to guard against the curiosity of tfaoie 
about you ; had you always acted with so 
much caution, I had never .thought of 
seizing your confidant, nor made mysdf 
the arbiter of your destiny." 

** How . long will the unhappy Fietio 
linger in his hopeless confinement ?^ asked 
the countess. 

** Spite of your prayers, madam, he may 
live many years ; so necessary a witness is 
sure to be well attended, in case I should 
find it politic to expose your dark acts of 
murder and ^ 

^ Hufllii hush ! you know the fiital se* 
cret, and I need no repetition of your iiw 
fomnation^'' 

^ WeU^ madam, my eternal silence is 
to be purchased by your compliance with 
my demand ; rign an order to the abbess 
of Santa Caterina to deliver into my hands 
the lady Francisca, publicly acknowledge 
Tier rank, resign the portion whidi belongs 
to her, and the head of Pietio ahaU baa 
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ntiptnl pECMSit firoDt your IdiuBUUv Ddn 

JHBTulft* 

^ I hsre alteady, at your request^"* aid 
the ooimtes8» ** prohibited the cooapletiaa 
cf her vova; why not take this fme^ of 
my future intentions^ and grte up the 
jAedges you hold ? All I wish is to secure 
the marriage of count Si^smund with the 
hdre^s of Sdbnto ; and were the existesice 
of Ffanciaca known, her claims might 
break off the treaty, and destroy the fu« 
tixre prospects of my son. I have pro- 
mised that Francisca shall be your wifts 
but why insist on my proclaiming her 
Urth and origin ? her dower shall be paid ; 
the money this Costanza brings will make 
the sacrifice of less importance ; but do 
notp signor, drive me to this open decki- 
ration ; do not impede this union, so bene- 
fidal to our family." 

^ DelU Bardia, signora^ does not intend 
to take a nameless bride» nor does he feel 
inclined to trust your exoellenaa'ii word ; 
were I digpoaed to resign the po^w I ikvs- 
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sess over your high spirit^ I might expect 
the fate I should so justly merit, and some' 
confidant, like Pietro, would be found to 
help me on the way by which ^ 

^ I will not be insulted by this inso- 
lence, srgnor barone,** said the lady, im- 
patiently interrupting him ; " were I to 
brave you to a disclosure, I have fri^ids, 
whose influence and high authority would 
bear me thtxnigh, despite of your accu- 
sations.'* 

Delia Bardia replied only by an insult- 
ing laugh. 

** And,** she added, " your witnesses, I 
might assert, are only slaves suborned to 
aid your malice and revenge.'* 

*• By an order under your own hand, lady, 
I procured from the abbess of SantaCaterina 
certain records, which, if produced, would 
cover with eternal shame all those who are 
concerned in the dark proceeding to which 
they relate. I have myself experienced 
the severity of Giacomo PeroUo; think 
you not that he would assist in liiying be- 
ore the viceroy the documents which are 



»<u»^ 



in my pa w ij ? gid iar eagr aqgfc. 
of yocr riili'iini^ x oair iraJ'tfr 
pen tJMfr the icfiBSEHSA y g^f 
would be exerted TMC^tfr za gnriiiA, 
conoeid the erfl deedi I m5gtt ffitrihwr. 
But I wirii not to oge joa to du 



rate trod; I p r u po K r to yon no dbgnoL- 
fill aDimee; jour linmiMn, DeSa 
is no impniper matdi ercn tar Fi 
. ** rwMDOBCM^ answered tlie counteSK, 
^ is bent on taldi^ die TeQ, and an exer- 
tion of all our power will be reqiuied to 
restrunher; why oompd me to the cnidty 
of forcing her inclinations?* 

^ The tenderness of the countess Calta- 
beUotta may wdl be an obstacle to my 
wishes,** said the barone, with a sneer; 
^ she who for sixteen years has immured 
her victim in such a convent as that of 
Santa Caterina. I tell you» signora, I will 
be obeyed, and instantly.** 

** You must then issue your commands 

to some tamer spirit than that which 

; Maria di Luna possesses: malignant vik 



32S THE rP.UDS OF 

lain! what demon prompted ymir d^eitdi 
policy to penetmte my secret actions?* 
exclaimed the countess, in a paroxysm of 
lage. 

** Interest and amtsitian, signoia, bare 
been my principal indacemenrtB; eircum- 
-stances have made me the master of 
your actions ; I come not here to listen fo 
your abuse» and scorn the accusations of 
a murderess. Yon are in my power, and 
I shaH use the influence I possess, as best 
befits my inclination and designs.^ 

The coolness with which her vehemence 
was met rendered tli^ countess neaiiy 
frantic; she stamped furiously upon the 
iloor, and ordered Delia Bardia to quit her 
presence. 

** I shall do no such thing," he answer- 
ed, with the utmost indifference ; ** I have 
too mnch r^ard for the honour of 3"our 
son, the chieflain of our house, to bring 
on him such a degradation as the exposure 
of his mother's infamy, and will ttierefore 
wait till a short time for reflection has re- 
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itored your excellent to Teasoi^and oom« 
posure. You must aclmowledge my ge^ 
tierous forbearance.'' 

'^ Insulting ruffian T ejaculated the 
Dountess. 

* ** L*et me have no more such language, 
tnadam, or I depart, and by to-morrow's 
Rm shall drag you forth ta public shame 
and punishment ; you best know how .yon 
can confront the testimony of Ketro di 
Fomi." 

^* Only giv6 me ft few days delay * said 
the oountess, '^aad when Sigismundhas 
insured his prize, I will grant all your 
demands." 

^ Really, ftgnora, yotir spirit seems in^ 
dined to yield to dreumstances^" 

*^ 1 do not refixae to give Frandsca to 
foa,^ continued the lady ; ** I want not 
to withhold her portion; but why should 
I proclaim her birth, and who will be^ 
lieve the tale?" 

^ Who shall dare to doubt itr said 
Delia Baidia; ^ the evidence to back your 
Biaertkm is siaanl^ deondunve. Yom 



mvf* inalae>'gr<mF>;stoiy 88 favourable tc 
3rQur9df )\ iaa I imntostances will permit 
Don Sigismund has Idhg been aocostonaec 
tfj'aK >tl]lng9Jto think and ac3t as yoa di 
rect, Francisca herself is ignorant of hei 
story, and my end once answered, I re 
quire no motel * Your excellenza may ar 
range the details of the discovery even » 
you will.** .: ; .^ t >» c 

. ** WJ^,. signor^ then refuse me th« 
proof of confidence I ask, and still retain 
Pietrp in yfmf, ■. poTver ? why should we 
not act a^ fri^df and allies from this time 
forth 2^, v; . . : 

" We know each other, lady, somewhat 
too weH^ pur interpourse, founded on feai 
on your side,, and interest oh mine, is 
iijkeiy to have but little confidence on 
either band. jG^ladly I know your excel- 
lenza would, greet- the sight of Dells 
3ardia's Uf|^les$ body ; I know myself the 
object of your deadly hatred and incessant 
dread ^aDd but that my death would spread 
your >secret wide abroad, I had tiotnon 
jtb^pow^r tif pndting your spirit bend tic 
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my wishes; neither your violence nov 
four h)rpocrisy will have weight with me ; 
[ equally despise them both. You are an 
instrument whom I shall use on all occa- 
sions as events may make most needful^ 
and at your peril you may disobey me.** 

The countess sat silent and thoughtful. 

•* I am come^ lady,** he continued, ** for 
jrour final answer, and shall not depart 
without it; give up Francisca and her 
dower, and acknowledge her as a daughter 
of the house from which she is descended."^ 

** For 8 few days, Accursi, let me de- 
lay, and I will act in all things as you 
wislu'^ 

^ I am not to be trifled with,** he an- 
swered ; ** I grant the respite you require ; 
but at the expiration of a fortnight your 
engagements must punctually be fulfilled^ 
€» my secrecy is no longer . secured. 
I am already weary of delay. ! Your- 
idf and Adriano bare promised tfhat nr 
wrongs should meet redress from* c 
Luna and his friends. It is now'i 
montha since the execrated tyrant 

L 8 
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«xte disgraced and plufideied fiwa my 
fiee. The only tie wtiieh has held nx 
;firom levenge, has been the fac^ that tiv 
insults daily heaped upon our house woulc 
give me such a band of auxiliaries, thai 
^e might exterminate PeroUo's name. 

** In this," replied the camrtess^ ** yoi 
can accuse neither myself nor Geronimc 
Peralta ; we wait hut the completion o 
these nuptials, and with the added .strengti 
,and wealth of the Sdasotos, wfa^i w^ 
shall ^ve way to Sigismund*s impatien 
spirit, you may sate your thirst for ven 
geance to the full." 

" I would have reached the heart t 

Giacoino through the idol of his love ani 

vanity, ' the heir of their detested race 

but events have «ntoward!y prevente 

me,*' «said:Ao6«rsi. 

. **'Wliy not await the hoot whentju 

united foes shall oTerwhelm th^an ?~ 

"Death," he answered, ** however lii 

- gering, b a mercy I should not feel dii 

\yosed to grant to Pandolfina, till I ha 

Dfobbedltira of bH ibiat made life valuaUc 



my deep hatred is not to be appeased liy 
one act of slaugbter. I would tear \m 
heart's afTections pieeemeal; *wo«dd but- 
cher daily all he loved ; and when I fau|id 
be had nothing more in the worid to loi^ 
or lose, dismiss him in torments to the 
grave.'* * 

The countess gazed at Delia Bwdia, tbut 
spoke not. Inhuman and malicious as 
her nature was, she trembled to think 
to what a wild demoniac«pirit her crimes 
had made her subject. 
* With a fiend* like laugh he continued*- 
*• Your excellensa may, perchance, fe^l 
flattered at this confidence, this disclosure 
of my thoughts and wishes ; you dare not, 
tf you would betray them ; and the know- 
ledge of my determined nature may be 
a useful lesson to secure your obedience^'* 

•* You have reproached me," replied tlie 
countess, '* for one act of passion and re- 
venge, have threatened to expose it to the 
^vorld, and yet, without hesitation, dare 
iNroudi such sentiments as these.** 
^ I -care not (or your crimes^* ^id tbft 
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biaron, *' had they been of ten times 
4^per dye; but I well know your dread 
of infamy ; I know the t^ror whk^h you 
'feel at hringitig shame upcm the house of 
Luna» and how gladly you would make 
BXiy sacrifice to sfive count Sigismund the 
dire disgrace of having his mTother proved 
a murderess.'" 

The oouBtess tremUed, and in a tone 
subdued by fear, implored him not to 
raise his voice so high. 

'' I have found the master-key to all 
your excellenza's actions/ he ccxitinued, 
*^ and shall use my power with no more 
pity than poor Frandsca yet has found, or 
the more hapless——** 

" Hush ! why torture me by these un- 
ceasing and useless repetitions? I have 
for the present engaged to do all that you 
demand, to forward your views in every 
way, and only claim a slight return 121 
asking silence." 

^ I shall now leave you,** said Delia 
Bardia, '' and shall probably soon visit 
Santa Caterina, where should I find that 



any seeret iRfapiipi* hw been esetted to 
instigate as ti p fwitUm to my wishes in 
Frandsca, yoor exceDonm knoirs OD whom 
the punishment will fiB; she dudi be 
mine» though fixoe dwald be required to 
drag her to the altar; andassuefa a mea- 
sure would create in her an indelible aver- 
8ion» all most be done by your command, 
signora, her kind matermd friend. 1 shall 
now give you time to reflect upon the 
manner in wliich you choose to make 
these great diaooveriet putilic." 

D'Amato rose and wrapped bis.cIpAk 
.around him^ the lady watched his motions, 
and anxious to be relieved from the -pre- 
sence of an ol]ject so feared and so detest- 
ed, forbore detaining him by any new 
remarks; and when he strode from her 
chamber, she felt her spirit revive within 
her. . . 

For some time after his; departure, she 
sat silently meditating on the situaticm tp 
which she was reduced; the tyranny to 
which her crimes had made her subject, 
became daily more iimipport|ible. She 
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had found Aceufd rue from one demand 
to another, and felt that when all that he 
now required rfiouid be granted, it wa» 
probaUe he might stiU choose to keep her 
in dependence cm his wiB, and tliat she 
should forever faesul^ect to his insults 
and extCHrtion ; any thing she folt was pre- 
feraUe to this ; and she almost resolved to 
cut him off hj some unexpected blow; 
the threats which he held forth of her se- 
eret being pubfished after his -death, was 
the only tie which had hitherto restrained 
her from following this course ; but her 
spirit during their last conversation had 
been worked up to a pitch, which over- 
-powered the dictates of prudoice, or the 
remonstrances of fear. Unsupported by 
tiis personal weight, the evidence he might 
Jeave behind htm, she hoped, would be 
crushed by the influence and power she 
possessed ; and were Delia Bardia in his 
•grave, she thought she should not foar the 
power of any human being. 
The object of her idarm being no longer 
bre her, and: ^ fi»7 excited to a de^ 



giee, wbicfa eren die bad xmotlj kDovn, 
the countess forgot erery thing but the 
insults she hid received, sod tbedegr^ 
dation wfaidi she dreaded : at dl hsznds, 
die determined on an attempt Id firee her- 
self from her present davery ; tools were 
not wanting, nor was she ignormt where 
to seek them ; and in defiance of the post- 
humous vengeance he denounced, the 
death of Delia Bar£a was resolved upon. 
The meeting between the cavalier Lan* 
dolini and his daughter was a scene in 
which all the powers cf description must 
fail, and was witnessed only by the baro- 
ness Pandolfina, who, as soon as they had 
recovered from the first effects of thdr joy, 
left them to indulge, without intemiption, 
in the feelings so powerfuUy exdted. 

^Vhen he had in some degree reodvered 
liis equanimity, the cavalier expressed his 
obligations to don Giacomo, in a tone of 
warm and manly gratitude ; Itnd Pand«)l- 
fina obtained frmn ^him a promise to- re- 
main at the castle for a3 great a length of 
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time as the commander-m^chief would ^ 
permit 

We niay soon^" flaid the elueflainr 
expect the return of Gaetano from his 
chivalrous expedition to the African shores, 
and intend to join with the &mily of the 
baron Solanto in a public festival of thanki- 
giving for the happiness with which Pro- 
vidence has marked the last few days, in 
giving freedom to dur captive 'country- 



men." 



Landolini acquiesced in the opinion of 
all parties on the subject, and the return 
of PigtiatelU was only wanting to fix the 
.day when the procession i^bould take place. 
Nor was this long dehyed ; the sliort time 
he had been detained in Tunis,, and tiie 
favourable passage he had made,, both on 
' his voyage thither and on his return, soon 
restored him to the wishes of his friends; 

Twa or tliree days after. the arrival of 
don Vincentio^ as the party in. Perollo 
Castle were assembled at their ususl 
amusements, they, heard an exclamation 
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9f joy firom the dnUren, who were phy- 
mg in the gallery. 

^ I should almost hope that was caused 
by the retum of Gaetano^"* said Federica» 
idvancuig to the door, which FignntelH 
entered at the moment ; his eye caught 
a view of Landolini, and instantly throw«> 
ing himself into the arms of Federico, he 
exdaimed — ** Santa Virgine ! how can I 
see the unhappy father with such news as 
I bring P 

•* My dear Gaetano, tfecover yourself; 
donna Marguerita is safe."* 

^ No, no ! do not deodve him, Fede* 
rico ! I saw her lifeless body stretched on 
the bed of death.** 

By this time all the party were assem- 
bled round them, and Landolini said—* 
^ My dear young friend, I never can ao* 
knowledge, as I ought, this unprecedented 
kindness; here is my child; she too must 
?ver| feel your generous exeartiohs in ouir 
tsause." 

Pignatelli looked up, • as if he couM 
scarcely credit what he heaid, and saw leitK 
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iiigupoiiLrfmdofiniabMutifiilgiri, wboie 
countenance shewed, by its deep interert 
in the aeene^ that it tnuat be Marguerita. 
By degrees he reooveied his composure^ 
and the remainder of the evening pasKd 
tinth the greatest cheerfulness, the adven- 
tures of the young travdkr affording iiw 
finite amusement to his friends. 

Solanto having received infomlatioB 
£nom don Giaooino that all the parties in* 
terested were now arrived, maitime4 
their intention to count Liuna, who ex- 
cused himself fhan partiapatmg in the 
ceremonies wbidi weie to take place upon 
the day of thanksgiving^ on the grounds 
of his being unable to join in any arrange 
ments which w«re to take place under the 
control of Fen^ ; but assured the baroiii 
that he most sincerely partook m the ge* 
tieral joy of the occasion, Leaving it to his 
friend and adviser, AdriauQ, to endeavour 
to break off the growing cordiality be- 
tween his guest and don Giacomo, tak- 
ing an opportunity to leave them together, 
^ter he had thus mitde his apologies for 
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lot j^imt^ in the procession^ whidi he 
bought the fimilj might prohaUjr ex- 



^Wlien Sigismund had quitted the nxmi, 
Peralta observed, that it was rather sin- 
^lar for don Giacomo to make so public 
f>ctfade of the services he considered faim;- 
dlf to Imve rendered to the baron Sohmto, 
irhich seemed, in fact, to have been entireljr 
he effect of the cs^ridcMs generosity of 
he infidel chie£ 

*' You have till latdy, signor," he said, 
' been a stranger to the private character 
if FeioUo, cr your great penetration must 
lave discovered the arrogant assumplioft 
vhich, in every instance, he advatioes to 
^xalt the merit of his tiifling ctviHtiefli; 
he ostentatious display of his naval com*- 
Band was certainly a fintnnate circunir 
Aance for your excdlenza ; but it hy no 
aeans entitles him to thetsort of deference 
le presumes to declare that he shall expect 
rom you." 

^' And does the baran^Fabdoifina take 



SiguDiund wouUL join him ; when he ie^. 
tinned, Adriatic oontinued— -^ T. felt air 
sured that wh^i your exceBeiua knew the; 
Uisufiesable ptetensioiis of don Giaoomci; 
you would instandy zenounoe aH ihta^ 
course with him; high as the name of the 
baron Solanto stands in the eye^ of Eiw 
rope. It wouUL be no small triumph to 
their party, to see him, even as a neutzal 
amongst them ; but they could not hope |i 
that such discrimination would long be 
deceived by their shallow pretences." 
Count Luna entered the apartment 
^^ I was wrong, signov," sud Solauto 
advancing towards him, '^in the harsh 
treatment I bestowed somewhat too rashlj) 
I hope, pn your vehemence against my 
friend the baron Pandol&ia; (Adriano 
looked delighted at the revolution his 
eloquence had wrought in the opinions of 
Solanto) I attributed your conduct too 
much perhaps to injustice and party ha- 
tred. You are young, count Luna, and 
it is one of the n^sfdrtunes of youtii to 
be deceived by thoae thev tfainlc^ tfaek 
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ds y tiie lesfoniidf experience^ tfacugh 
my, are seldom pleasant^ pavticulaity 
& they expose the fidlacy of our hopes,' 
le fiwlly of those affeetions to whidy. 
isre trusted* Connected as I aireachj^ 
•rith jou, my lord, I almost houvly 
a deeper interest in every thing vrhidi 
ems youF welfare ; and tlierefor^, 
lOUt hesitation, am about to peHbrra a 
689ry, though most painful duty, U> 
me the caiunmy, the fiilsehood, tiie 
rindpled character of your kinsman^ 
baron Adriana" 

igismund stood in silent astonishment, 
his friend appeared overwhelmed with 
iision and disappointment 
With such an adviser,** continued So« 
o, *^ I wonder not 9t the enmity you 
towarda the noUe Pandolflna, having 
(elf just witnessed his undisguised ma* 
ity. I hav^ recdved, count Luna, 
a the hands of don Giacomo PeroUo, 
obligation which it will never be in 
power to repay; UiSa obligation haa 
9 been increaasd by tlie moat generoiia 
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loodntes, manifested in every way wfa 
his liDbounded liberality could devise, i 
this ;itisinuattng treacherous relative 
yours; has been using iall his powan 
poinfc 'Out the merits af ingratitude^ i 
heapi^ the molt unqualified abuse u] 
vxy friend, regardless alike of honour i 
of truth. The exalted . character he 
thus basely attacked^ is far above the i 
Uce of such enemies; but yours, my k 
is hourly in danger, >vhile he continues 
be acknowledged and received as the fru 
and intimate of count Luna. I feel n 
self so deeply insulted, that it is imf 
sible for me to remain longer as an inm 
of the same abode ; and unless the be] 
Adriano immediately quits your oas 
I must remove myself and family/' 

** 3ome misunderstanding I fear,'' s 
Luna, f - 

^' No misunderstandi]%, signor," mi 
rupted Sc^lanto; *' the declarations of i 
baron Adriano were too dear, his pi 
ciples^tco gUrin^ly displayed, to allow 

^ inlKxii)8tru€t2k»; bnd I must ag 
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repeat that it is imfrafssible for us both td 
continue your guests.'' Thus saying, thd 
baron Withdrew, leaving Luna And bis 
partisan confounded at his calm, ydt de** 
dded resolution. 

Sigismund regretted the unfortunate 
discussion, and more especially that his 
friend's iseal for his service hdd brought 
upon him the unpleasant reptoaobes of 
the baron. 

To his i'egrets Adriano answered^ — 
" For myself, I shall find a time to repay 
the compliments of this most magnani- 
mous cavalier ; my only anxiety is to for- 
ward your excelkiiza's interest. The po- 
licy of don Giacomo begins, I find, to 
virork ; he trust«, through the influehce of 
this new ccmnexion, to alienate all your 
former friends, and thus draw you unre- 
sistingly into his power. Our best Une 
of conduct appears to me to be, to hu- 
ihour them in all things, till you have 
secured the lady Costanza. 1 can with- 
draw to the house of Calandrino^ and, for 

VOUIL u 
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the present, let our intercourse be private. 
Offer no resistance to their party to-morr 
row ; affect a deference to the opinion of 
the baron, which will, I doubt not, soon 
produce the effect we wish, and restore 
us to liberty of action, and the enjojrment 
of a prompt revenge, in the contempla- 
tion of which I shall console myself for 
the present, under the insult I have just 
received." 

Your advice, my friend,** said Luna, 

is always temperate, but it will be diflB- . 
cult for me to follow it; any thing but 
Costanza would be dearly purchased at such 
a sacrifice of my feelings ; but I will in all 
things endeavour to follow your direc- 
tions." 

When Solanto and Luna next met, the 
latter offered some slight excuse for the 
conduct of Peralta, and informed the baron 
he had withdrawn from the castle. 

Solanto congratulated his young friend 
on having escaped the snares of a secret 
foe, thanked him for the moderatioh he 
had shewn, and kindly hoped that Cos- 
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tanza would acknowledge the temper and 
sel£<x>mmand be had evinced in all which 
related to the affair. During the rest of 
the day, Sigismund exerted himself to 
conceal his real sentiments, and Solan to 
forbore to recall the subject of his ap- 
proaching visit to Perollo. 

On the evening preceding the festival, 
Federico had been visiting the abbot of 
the Dominican convent in the valley 
Delli Guimari, to whom he had been 
known from in&ncy, and was returning 
alone through the rocky valley towards the 
private gate of the Casa di Perollo, when 
his attention wal arrested by the clashing 
of arms, which sounded from the adjoining 
road, which led in the direction of the 
baths; and hastening to the spot from 
whence the noise came, he saw a tall ca- 
valier, with his back agahist a rock, de- 
fending himself from the attack of four* 
men. At the first glance he recogniz^cd 
the same figure he had seen amidst the 
ruins of Segesta^ and who had excited the 

M 2 
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alarms of Baptista during great part of 
their journey fi'om Palermo : though Pe- 
rollo had heard the atrocious charaeter of 
the baron Delia Bardia, and suspidcHis 
were strongly against him that he had in- 
tended some mischief to himself by the 
midnight visit at Castel Vetrano, yet every 
idea instantly disappeared from the mind 
of Federico, but thatof the disproportionate 
force by which he was attacked, and the 
danger to which he was exposed ; he flew 
immediately to his aid, and two of the 
assailants turning to meet him, gave the 
barone some respite from his enemies. The 
men fought bravely, but the coolness of 
Perollo, and his superior skill in tlie use 
of bis weapon, in a few moments stretched 
one of them at hisr feet, and disarmed the 
second, who fled from the spot ; he then 
joined in the contest with those who still 
pressed the barone, by whose hand another 
of the ruffians fell ; and with the aid of 
PcroHo, he succeeded in securing the per- 
il of the one who remahied, who being 
rmed, and in ttie powerful grasp of 



Ddla Bardia, earoesdv implored forgive- 
ness. 

" Who set you on to seek my life ?" 
* exclaimed the baitm, furiously. 

** It was not from the reward," sakl the 
man, ** but from a wish to sen^e my ehief^ 
count Luna.** 

** Liar V* cried Delia Bardia ; " coimt 
Ltuna hired you not to murder his firmest 
firiends." 

*^ Not the count himself," replied the 
prisoner, ^ but his vassal jjilarco, who en^ 
gaged me to prevent your excellenza from 
brealqng off the marriage of count Luna, 
by produdng the oth^ lady who is in 
your custody .'* 

*' Did no onf ^Lse engage your ser^ 
vices ?•* 

^* No; $ignor Marco^ who liep dead be- 
fyte you, was the person who promisei) 
me the reward, and told ma why youf 
excellenza must be cut qff, to ensure tbt 
Jiappiness of his master.'' 

As you hope for m^fcy/* said Delhi 
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Bardia, ^ tell me if the count or his mo- 
ther knew of the proceeding ?** 

The assassin swore most solemnly that 
he had declared all he knew. 

*' Have you no more to reveal ?*• said 
the baron. 

" No, signor, as I hope for pardon here 
and hereafter." 

" Then take the punishment you merit," 
cried Accursi, shortening his sword, and 
plunging it in the bosom of his victim; 
** the revenge of Delia Bardia knows not 
Xnercy or forgiveness.'* 

Federico interposed, but too late.— 
" Shame V he exclaimed, indignantly ; 
" shame, signor, on this disgraceful act, 
to murder your prisoner, thus disarmed 
and in your power." 

" He would have shewn the same com- 
passion to myself,** said the baron, and 
looking earnestly at his preserver, ex- 
claimed — " PeroUo's son !" 

" Yes, signor, it is the son of don Gia- 
como Perolk), who has been so fortunate 
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as to lender yoa assistance, and who la- 
ments that it was not in his power to save 
you from this last act of cruelty and 






Signor PeroUo," said Delia Bardia, 
I have long sought your life ; I have 
▼owed the destruction of your £unily ; it 
is perhaps a fatal act into which you have 
been betrayed." 

. •* My family and mysdf," replied Fe- 
derico, ** are under the protection of a 
Providence, which will defend us, as it has 
hitherto done, from the snares of those 
who seek our destruction ; and confiding 
in that support, no Perollo would forfeit 
its favour by abandoning the direst of his 
foes to treachery and assassination." 

" Then let them seek the shelter of a 
cloister," replied Accursi, with a sneer, 
" and they will escape my pursuit. Por^ 
you, signor, I shall remember your ser- 
vices to-night, and henceforward forego 
my purposed vengeance; and though I 
f cannot feel towards you any sentiQients of- 
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friendship even as the preserver of my fife, 
tliough the injuries and insults heaped on 
me by your father are imprinted on my 
memory in characters which never can be 
ef&ced, and shall one day. be deeply 
avenged, yet the fortunate succour I have 
to-night received from you will be equally 
indelible.'' 

•* I wish not,** replied FeroIIo^ with a 
smile, *^ to be separated from the danger 
with which yoUf signor, seem to thpeateo 
my &mily, and beg that the trifling ser* 
vice I have rendered, may not burthen 
you with any feelings of gratitude which 
sit so uncomfortably on your spirit. To 
the same Providence that watches over 
my father and my friends, and to the 
sword I carry, I am willing to trust for 
protection from the vengeance of the ba- 
rone delta Bardia.'' 

*^ Your confidence, signor PeroUo, might 
perhaps be convicted of rashness ; but from 
this time forthi I shall never raise my arm 
tigainst your life : it is in your power to 
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purchase my farther good oj^nion, by not 
immediately promulgating what has pa$sed 
to all the citizens of Sciacca." 

** I have never been wont to boast of 
common aets cf humanity,*^ replied Fed^*► 
rico ; '^ and diough I id:^! not p^ge myr 
acJf tp secx^y, it is not my intention tp 
make these circum$tances public ; and as 
I can be of no farther service, nor wish t<^ 
prolong thb conversaticHi,: shall now hidi 
you farewdlv*^ 

Delia Bardia retumed his salutation, 
uid they parted. 

When Federico reached the Ca^ di 
PeroUo, he did not for some time mention 
the afFair to any one, and wjould probably 
have ocmcealed it altogether, but for the 
Bonfession of the assassin,^ that tlie motive 
Ebr the attempt was to prevent the pro- 
luction of some lady^ who might break . 
iS the ooBtcact between count Luna and 
lie signon di Solanto. This informatioii< 
lad conveyed to his heart the most over-* 
lowing happiness, and he had soon coik 

MS 
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vinc^ liitneelf that the lady Lucretia was 
stai alive, and' iw the etistody of Accursi ; 
or that some kdy existed, with whom 
count Luna had formed a precontract of 
marriage. - It was at all events^his duty to 
communicate these tidings to the baron 
Solanto ; but the difficulty conmsted in the 
method of doing^ it ; his own personal in- 
terference was rendered impossible by Ac 
Consciousness of the interest he took in the 
lady. He was determined riot to involve 
bis father in any new contest wotb the 
house of Luna, and therefore don Paolo 
was the only person whom he could com- 
mission to give the intelligence to the par- 
ties interested. 

Federico confided to Gaetano the plan 
he intended to pursue, and hii? friend fully 
approving his intentiony he sought his 
kinsman early in the morning, and laid the 
whole affa'.r before him. Don Paolo acknow- 
ledged the propriety of mentioning the 
intelligence to Solanto, and undertook to 
do so, without involving Federico in any 
way, unless his evidence should be abso- 
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lutely P c e cjMiv, whidi dU not tppmr 
Kkelv to be the case. 

The barone della Bardia, when left by 
bis preserver, instantly took measures to 
remove tbe bodies of the three men who 
bad fallen, wishing to pfevent any public 
mquiry into the transaction ; and wlien he 
bad accomplished his purpose, bent his 
steps to the Castel di Luna, wheve he 
sought the apartment of the conntess:' 
rhe frequency of his private interviews 
l^ad rendered them no longer a matter of 
9l)servation to the family, and he made 
%is way unnoticed and unannounced to 
aer presence. 

The lady was pacing the room^ with 
narks of evident perturbation and anxiety, 
vhen Accurst threw open tlie door, and 
tood before her in the archway. She ut* 
ered an involuntary scream, and trembled' 
riolently. 

•* I am, I fear, an unwelcome artel un- ■ 
xpected visitor,'* he said, in a tone of 
mothered fury; *^ your exccHenza i^ tU)t 
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vfwt to be SQ disturbed, wen tt the pre- 
sence of Delia Bardia.** 

^ I w^ thinking upon otbar subjects," 
sbf iinf»wer?d> in a tone of hesitation and 
confusion, 

^ Vastly interesting, no doubt, madame. 
May I be indulged in laming the subject 
of your invitations ? you can have no se- 
crets from SQ dear and intimate a friend as 
iQy6elf-<-M>ne whom you so highly valUe, 
md SQ affectionately regard." 

The countess looked at hira, but un- 
^bte to stand the searching glance of his 
dark eye, turned away in terror and con- 
fusion. 

•* Events of strange and unexpected 
occurrence are daily happening to us all," 
he continued ; *' I have just had a fiiendly 
interview with young PwoUo ; to-morrow, 
perhaps, I may visit at his &ther's castle." 
" Have you again attempted his life?" 
asked the lady. 

** Nq, signora ; nor ever mean it more ; 
I am too deeply indebted to the youth. 



ever Id nbemrkflDdaflBHtkiBi. Wlwn 
in sodb jb catBsy oat finli a dUiToerr 
cme majr JiMMi rnww.'J to find traMhciry 
€Def% fiiendi^ were sot the at* 
It too mild and ftmrir* 
I hare icfieeted od tiie soigeet oC 
" sad the comitessy ** and wOl 
put lier into ymar haids whenever 700 
shall choase to fix the dajr * 

^ Indebted, na donb^ entir^ to yout 
fiiendly dispositioD towards me for this^ 
unlooked-fix' ocmoeflnon, perhiqpt^ ognoia^ 
I may avail mjsdf ot it speedily. Has 
your exoellenza seen the count's fiuthfiiL 
vassal, Maroo^ of late ?^ 

*^ MarooT faindy artiailated the coon* 
tess, sinking into her diair. 

*' Yes, sign<Mn, Maixxx; does the- men^ 
tion of his name exdte su<^ strange emo- 
tions?" 

Delia Bardia was now aknt, and the 
pause to the comitess vrwf dreadful. She 
saw that her intentions had failed^ and were 
discovered. Well did she know tlie vin- 
durtive spirit she liad provoked* and the 
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power he bad of inflicting upoa her what- 
ever punisbment he might think proper 
She tremUed before his inquiring gaze^ 
and knew not how to appease him. Ao- 
cursi seemed rejoicing in the torment he 
inflicted, and inclined to prolong it to the 
utmost 

At length the lady, no longer able to 
endure the silence, asked when he pur- 
posed visitkig Santa Caterina ? 

" As soon as every thing can be pre- 
pared at Santo Bartolomeo for the recep- 
tion of the baroness della Bardia." 

** I will arrange the payment of her 
dower, as may be most convenient to you,!' 
said the countess, hoping to sooth him. 

** It may not be in your power, signora.. 
Your fate is not yet decided." 

Again she trembled and sat silent, not 
daring to venture on any inquiries, and 
Accursfy after another pause,, said — 
*^ Your intenti(^s against me,, signora, 
have failed, and i^rtunate it is for you 
hat they have done so ; you may still be 
>f use in forwarding my plans, and there- 
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fore for a time I shril leaye your crimes 
unpunished ; but, iu return, shall require 
the most unresisting obedi^ice m all 
things. I too much despise any attempts 
against my Mfe to fear them, but again 
assure you, that you will bring down 
si)eedy destruction and disgrace upon the 
house of Luna, shbuld you succeed, and 
another trial would carry you H prisoner 
to Palermo, to answer for the enormities 
you have committed. It suits^ my purpose 
to spare you for the present, but my life 
shall not be exposed to your treachery,, 
nor the fulfihnent of my wishes delay ed,*"' 
The coimtessattempted some- incoherent 
defence of herself; but Accursi imperi- 
ously commanded her to be silent^ and on* 
the morrow to dispatch an order to the 
abbess of Santa Caterina, that the person* 
of the novice Frandsca should bedeliver* 
ed to his care whenever- he chose to require 
it— **^ It is not my wish,*' he added, " to 
punish the innocent with the guilty, nor 
to trespass^on the obligations which I owe' 
to the cMeftaiiii of my fiimily. I shall not 
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th^^re insist on the pnblic recognition 
of Francdsm's ^glits, till after the unkm 
of don Sigismnnd with the daughter oi 
Solanto^ unless compelfed by unforeseen 
circumstances to such a measure" 

The countess expressed her thanks for 
this last assurance, and promised a ready 
obedience to his wishes. AH her ^idea- 
vours to oonciHate were however yain,. and 
Delia Bardia quitted her presence with s 
look of silent contempt^ leaving her to the 
agony of her own reflections, which waa 
considerably increased by the uncertainty 
she was in, as to the measures the barone 
might tsd^e to visit her offence against 
himself^ 

All the friends and adherents of Pan- 
doifina assembled cm the day appointed 
for the thai&sgiying of the captives, to 
attaid the procession from the Casa dt* 
FeroUo to the principal ehurdu The 
street3 were tine^ hy the retainers of don^ 
G] omo and his friends, and thronged by 

>wds of citizens, who extolled; in terms 

loud admiration, the conduct of Pe-^ 
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roOo, Us Hbenlity, and the infleidUe jus- 



^ee widi whidi he piptocted them fiom 
the pppieaskMi of the noUes. 

J)€m Giaoomo, with the fatimiess So* 
lautOy led the proeeanoi^ aqd wt^re imme- 
djfitejy followed by the heaam, who wa9 
aceompoiiied l^theiMriorof Siai Vitp; and 
the baroness Fandolfim^ LfN^loUiiit bia 
daughter, and the senior monk of the jsame 
eonvent, succeed^; 9^m whom oam^ 
Ludovico and the saforior ci^ves, each 
oonduoted by some noble cmmt^sioii a£ 
don Giacomo, and a brother ci Sfoi Yito^ 
and bearing an oliverbnindi in their handa 
It was with regret that Federico i:!e9igned 
the attendance upon G>8tanza to don Faokv 
and, to the consternation c^ Fignatelli, he 
found himself obliged to esoori; the coun- 
tess Sambuca. 

The procession passed in solemn silence 
through the city. The calm and pious 
gratitude of tb^ barpness Solanto^ the 
joyous happiness of don Giaeomo^ tlio 
dignity of the baroness Ftfiddfinsi the 
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military stature and oommanding figon? 
of Solanto, with the entranced devotion 
of Marguerita, formed a contrast the most 
lively and impressive. Every one seemed 
to enter into the solemn and grateful na- 
ture of the duty in which they were en- 
gaged, and the deepest silence sealed the 
lips of all save one. 

•• Did you observe, signor Pignatdli," 
asked tlie countess Sambuca, ** what a 
veil the lady=C<^tanza has got ? It is the 
most beautiful thing I ever beheld; I 
would give the universe for such another. 
The signora Luchese has one she makes a 
gteat parade aboiit, but it really is nothing 
Ukethi&; I hope she will die with vex- 
ation at the sight of it.*^ 

" We shall be observed, if we enter 
into this important discussion at present, 
signora," said Gaetano. 

" You really are as bad as Sambuca 
himself; but you need not expect that I 
shall remain silent during the whole of 
this tedious ceremony; I want to hear 
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again the whole account of your Jewish 
friends, signor ; of their beautiful dresses^ 
and divine earringft.'' 

" For the present, signora, I hope you 
will be contented to attract admiration by 
the charms of your person, and reserve 
the display of your animated conversation 
till our return." 

" As you Bxe more civil in your manner 
of requesting it than my husband, I will 
try what I can do ; but you must remem- 
ber that I am only a spectator of this ce- 
remony, and have no thanksgiving to 
offer; and to tell you the truth, sig- 



nor '* 



" Silence, lady, for pity sake T said Pig- 
natelli. The lady went on unheeding 
him. 

** To tell you the truth, this Serican 
seems to have been a most elegant*minded 
man ; and I think the signora Landolini 
might well have been contented to remain 
with him. For my own part, I was glad 
enough when I got away from my con- 
vent, and from the authwity of my father. 



% 
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I had expected*'' she added5 with a whine 
of lamentation, ^^ to find myself my own 
mistress when I married ; s^nd had I met 
witli so superior a creature as this bassa, I 
am sure I should no); have wished to be 
delivered from him." 

Her companion saiv that liis endeavours 
to keep her silent were useleisis, and therer 
fyre gave way to her ^rruUty> and the 
countess chattered on ineeisantly till they 
arrived at the churohj wheri^ being placed 
near the count, she was restrained from 
disturbing the solemn proceedings. 

Te Deiim was celebrated with all the 
pomp and magnificence usual on such oc- 
casions^ and liberal offerings made by So- 
lanto and Perollo ; the latter insisting on 
his right, as temporary guardian of Mar- 
guerita, to present the acknowledgment 
of her gratitude to the treasury of the 
church ; don Vincentio made some resist- 
ance, but the generous perseverance of 
Pandolfina was irresistible* 

During the interval between the return 
of the party from the churchj and their 
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reassembling at the banquet, don GiacoaK> 
oooonipanied S<Janto over the castle^ to 
see the armoury, and various improve- 
ments which had been made to the strength 
and ornament of the building. 

" I know not,'' said Solanto, " a more 
delightful residence than Sdacca, were It 
not for the unfortunate feud between yinir 
house, don Giacomo, and the family of 
Luna ; but we shall, I hope, one day see 
this discord at an end." 

** It must be by the extinction of one 
of our families,'' said Pandolfina. " Don 
Sigismund has resisted every attempt to- 
wards a union with such pertinacity, and 
resents so keenly even offences which on 
our parts are not intended, that it is im- 
possible for me to feel any thing but pity 
for his infetuation, and dislike for the ill 
conduct it produces.** 

" I have good cause,** answered Solanto, 
** to believe that the fault rests not in don 
Sigismund himself; he m a liot-lieaded and 
impetuous young man, and has been ill- 
advised by those whom he Ooneddered as 
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his friends. Your conduct has been mis' 
represented, and he has been prompted to 
i:esent injuries and insults which existed 
only in the malignant imagination of those 
who find it expedient to irritate the ill- 
w.iU between you. As I may rely on the 
generosity you have manifested, I shall 
not despair of restoring him to reason and 
temper.** 

Don Giacomo smiled. — " Your excel* 
lenza will achieve a marvel in reconciling 
the feuds of Luna and PeroUo. For my* 
self, I am willing to join in amity with 
count Luna, whenever he feels inclined to 
accept my friendship ; but there are mem- 
bers of his family, who never will forgive 
my offenqes towards them. Delia Bardia 
has too good a memory to forget my lec- 
ture on peculation ; the baron Adriano 
will not lose sight of the imprisonment 
which his violation of the laws brought 
upon him ; and the houses of Imfaiagnia, 
Calandrino, and Infontanetta, have lost too 
much by the restriction of their oppressions 

I the lower class of citizens, to make 
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them sincere advocates for peace and oon«- 
cord." 

** Much perhaps might be done," ob« 
served Solanto, " by detaching don Sigis- 
mund from his party, and the new in-* 
fluence we may perhaps acquire over him 
will not be useless." 

" I may be imprudent, perhaps imper- 
tinent," said don Paolo, who was the only 
person now in company with the two gen- 
tlemen ; ** but I hope that my intentions 
will plead for me, when I say, that if your 
excellenza values the peace and happiness 
of donna Costanza, as highly as it is na* 
tural you should, you will avoid the fuU 
iilment of any engagement for the pre- 
sent" I 

Solanto looked witli surprise at this ad- 
dress. Don Paolo had taken no part in 
the previous conversation, and his present 
interference excited the astonishment both 
of the baron and don Giacoma 

^ I may find no other opportunity so 
ftvounble,"' continued don Paolo, '' to 
speak without observation* and 1 W^^ 
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motiveft which urge me stfongly to this 
warning. Baron Solanto," he added, in an 
ifnpii&mve tdlle, *^ I apeak not as an enetby 
to the house of Luna ; iht count possesses 
many amiable qualitiei^ and I am most 
willing to allow them ; I accuse no one, 
but there are mysterious dreufnstancses at- 
tached to the party, which require exj^a- 
nation, and without it, may for ever de- 
stroy the happiness of your family ; I ask, 
only for your own sake, that you will not 
be precipitate, that you will avoid all pn>- 
mises for a time, and carefully observe the 
inmates of Luna Castle. Be assured this 
is not the insidious jealousy of hereditary 
hatred ; doubt me if you will, but attend 
to my request ; I have motives the most 
powerful for this conduct^ but wish not at 
present to declare them, and am unable 
to afford you any positive proofs of tlie 
events to which I allude." 

" From any other than my kinsman, 

Paolo/' said don Giacomo, '' I shooM have 

iglied art such a warning, or treated it 

oneiaibongst ihe numer6u9 iftyentkms 
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of our citizens to raise suspicions of the 
house of Luna; but ignorant as I am of 
his intentions, I strongly adh^ise your ex- 
cellenza to listen to his request." 

" I shall without hesitation follow your 
directions, signor," said the baron ; '* the 
character of don Paolo makes his advice 
at all times valuable, and I fully rely on 
his honour and discretion/' 

" Flattered as I feel by this confidence, 
Signor," said don Paolo, " I can only at 
present say, I shall endeavour to deserve 
it, and that nothing but imperious cir- 
cumstances should induce me to act in so 
mysterious and secret a manner." 

The conversation was interrupted by the 
approach of other persons, and no more 
passed upon the subject. 

In the amusements of Perollo Castle, 
Costanza soon forgot the unpleasant re- 
flections which the gloom of count Luna's 
abode never fidled to inspire. Pignatelli, 
to keep the stricter watch over Federico, 
and to prevent tlie particularity of his at« 

VOL. II. N 
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tentions being observed, had attached 
himself to her, and listened with infinite 
amusement to the vivacity of her conver- 
^tion, till the approach of the countess 
Sarabuca stopped her. 

" Well, signor Pignatelli," she began, 
*' I expect, in return for your uneivil treat- 
ment this morning, you will now intro- 
duce me to the honour of an acquaintance 
with the signora di Solanto." 

Gaetano obeyed, and the countess pour- 
ed forth an almost interminable string of 
compliments, questions, and information, 
on various subjects, to which Costanza 
was unable to reply, from astonishment at 
her address. 

" How rejoiced I should be," said the 
countess, " was there any prospect of our 
forming a mutual friendship ! but I un- 
derstand, signora, you are destined to that 
dreadful count Luna. It really makes me 
tremble tO think how soon you may be 
spirited away by the old countess; I am 

lazed you don't run off, throw yourself 

o a convent, or- 
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^ Indeed,** interrupted Costanza, " your 
compassion, signora, is wasted on a bad 
subject ; if I am hereafter to be tlie wife 
of don Sigismund, your character of him 
is calculated to exdte fearful anticipations ; 
but I am under no alarm, nor would my 
father force me to any dreadful alterna- 
tive." 

** Well, he must be a great delight, my 
dear ; as for myself, I have been the most 
unfortunate creature on earth in my rela« 
tives, and cannot but wish that you were 
destined to some tnore humanized part- 
ner." 

Costanza turned to speak to some one 
near her, and the countess directed her 
conversation to Pignatelli, but in a voice 
loud enough to be heaird by both the par- 
ties, of whom she was speaking — " There 
is my cousin Federico ; he is, I believe, 
an excellent young man, though he avoids 
me so carefully, that I have seldom an 
opportunity of talking with him ; he would 
make a much better husband for the sig- 

N 2 
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nora di Solanto, and it is evident by his 
looks that he very much admires her ; I 
wish he would try and rescue her from her 
inauspicious fate." 

" The count Sambuca appears desirous 
to engage your attention, signora,'* said 
Gaetano, anxious to stop the conversa- 

> 

tion. 

" Why need you heed him ?•* replied 
the countess, peevishly; " I never do, 
unless it is impossible to help it.** 

Costanza, covered with blushes and con- 
fusion, sought her mother, and was some 
time before she could recover from the 
agitation into which the unexpected at- 
tack had thrown her. The confusion of 
Federico, which she had a glimpse of, and 
his previous manner, had awakened strong 
suspicions in her mind of his secret attach- 
ment ; and so fully was she employed in 
reflecting on the subject, that for a tinie 
she scarcely heard the conversation which 
don Paolo addressed to her ; but at length 
le succeeded in gaining her attention, and 
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she was infinitely charmed by his man« 
ners and observations. 

During the evening, the cavalier Lian* 
dolini complained of being languid and 
ill, and withdrew some time before the 
rest of the party. 

Varied were the feelings and reflections^ 
excited by the occurrences of the day, 
which, when the hour of separation came, 
possessed the minds of those who had 
been engaged in the busy scene. The 
baron Solanto pondered with some anx^ 
iety upon the warning he had received 
from don Paolo. Costanza rejoiced at 
escaping from observation, and at bdng 
enabled to consider, without interruptiaD, 
the circumstances in which she was in- 
volved. Every hour brought with it ad^- 
ditional repugnance to fulfilling her en* 
gagement with count Luna, and with dis* 
may she reflected on the observations of 
the countess Sambuca, who could scarcely 
be suspected of having an opinion of her 
own, and spoke of don Sigismund as one 
whose bad qualities were notorious. The 
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interest she held in the heart of Federido 
became daily more apparent, and she 
thought at times that she could not, and 
that she ought not, to many Luna ; but 
knew no sufficient reason to give to her 
father or to the world, for breaking an 
engagement she at first had sanctioned ; 
nor did she feel satisfied with hierself for 
wishing it 

Whilst Co&tixizh was thus ufaeasy at her 
future prospects, Federico was little less 
so ; he had forfeited the resolutions he 
had made, and found that in the presence 
of the signora di Solanto his self-command 
constantly deserted him ; he could not 
hope that his conduct and attentions had 
escaped the eye of his mother ; for even 
the countess Sambuca appeared to have 
remarked them, and he dreaded the re- 
monstrances he felt he had deserved. 

But none of the party who had met at 
the Casa di Perollo were suffering like 
Landolini aiid his child. The former had 
retired to bed feverish and languid, with 
increasing symptoms of severe illness ; the 
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affectionate alarm of Marguerita was ex- 
cited^ and she sat by his couch, promising 
that every half-hour should be the last of 
her vigil ; her father had declined the at- 
tendance of any of the domestics, hoping 
he should sleep and be refreshed ; and 
after they had retired to rest, Marguerita 
was unwilling to summon any one, nor 
could she quit her fathrr, who before 
morning felt so ill, that he did not even 
desire her absence ; and when Gaetano, at 
an early hour, came to inquire how his old 
friend had rested, he found Marguerita 
pale and ill from watching, but still more 
so from anxiety and alarm, and Landolini 
very seriously indisposed. 
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